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FOREWORD. 


The History of the Lancashire Football Association is 
largely the history of its Clubs, and to attempt to write such 
a history and maintain its completeness within the pages 
available for the purpose would be impossible, and so there 
must be compression and omission, yet it is hoped that this 
record may be both instructive and interesting. When one 
sets out to recall the prominent incidents and noteworthy 
events the first problem is where to start, and then comes 
the difficulty where to leave off. To make the history 
interesting many will look for quantity, others for quality. 
Probably neither will be able to find all they wish, yet may 
find many acceptable reminiscences which will recall many 
happy memories. ‘Those who have had a long association 
in the game, we doubt not at the mention of past players 
and governors of the game, will remember days gone 
by with pleasure. To those who have come recently into 
the game or its government we can only hope that this 
history will prove an inspiration. 


The Association, which at the outset was merely a 
Club representation with small powers and less experience, 
tainted at times with political, and at others with local 
associations, has grown into an organisation which simply 
lives for football in the County. The days of ornamental 
officers were comparatively few, but out of the simplicity 
of government and control, a Council of Governors with a 
thorough knowledge and experience of the game has been 
evolved. With the Marquess of Hartington as its first 
President and other officers of local repute, but with little 
association of the game, its government was bound to be 
primitive, but the Association gradually changed in char- 
acter until to-day there is no room, and less use, for Coun- 
cillors who are not thoroughly versed in all phases of foot- 
ball government. 
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The Lancashire Football Association, though not the 
first County Organisation to be formed in the game, soon 
took the position of pre-eminence, and we may to-day justly 
and proudly claim that it is one of, if not the most, important 
and best conducted and controlled organisations in the 
game. The evolution of the County Association must be 
traced through the history of many Clubs that have ceased 
to operate long ago, yet, how could the Association have 
been formed and grown in strength but for such Clubs as 
Blackburn Olympic, Witton, Park Road, Accrington. 
Church, Haslingden, Turton, Eagley, Bootle, Higher 
Walton, Astley Bridge, Great Lever, Halliwell Rovers, 
Fishwick Ramblers, and South Shore. Clubs that are now 
only a memory, yet there would have been no Lancashire 
Football Association, and may we say with modesty, no 
Football League, but for the foundation these Clubs laid. 


To-day a history of the game of The Football 
Association, or of The Football League, would be in- 
complete without repeated reference to our County 
Association. 


It is a matter of pride that at its Jubilee the Lancashire 
Football Association is better and sounder than ever in its 
history. For its pride of place the credit and honour be- 
long to the pioneers who digged the foundation and 
gradually built the super-structure. Fortunately, — the 
Association has had the advantage of long interest of many 
of its Councillors, and amongst the honoured names 
connected with the game, Lancashire has given its quota: 
and as we unravel the story of progress in Club and County, 
we would remind all readers that the credit of the game to- 
day belongs to the Clubs and Governors of the past, for we 
reap as they have sown. 


C. E, SUTCLIFFE (President). 
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THE ORIGIN, RISE, AND GROWTH 
ORG Riise bAINGAGHIRE: POO EBALTS 
ASSOCIATION, 


CHAPTER I.—EARLY FOOTBALL, 


Turton F.C. Birth of Lancashire F.A. Fixture Making. 

County Matches. Marquess of Hartington First President, 

Mr. W. Forrest the Second President, Mr. T. Hindle the 

First Secretary, his resignation, Mr. R. P. Gregson 

appointed. Growth of activities. Mr. D. B, Woolfall 

elected President, Full-time Secretary decided upon. 
Mr. F. Hargreaves appointed. 


HERE is an amount of evidence of organised 
football being played in the North of England so 
far back as 1871, the matches being conducted under 


what were known as the Harrow Rules, later in 1874 the 


Rules cf the London F.A. were adopted by Turton F.C. 


In 1876 Turton F.C, in arranging their fixtures agreed 
to play Darwen F.C., subject to “* the match being played 
according to the Association Rules as interpreted by the 
London Association ’’ and “that this match be ‘ off’ if a 
satisfactory answer as to’ hands’ be not obtained from the 
Darwen Hon. Secretary.’’ It will therefore be seen that 
Turton F.C. became not only the pioneer, but a jealous 
guardian of the right interpretation of the Rules. 


New Clubs were formed in various districts, particularly 
in Blackburn, Bolton, and Darwen. One of these was 
Bolton Christ Church, which ultimately became Bolton 
Wanderers. The Turton F.C. became Members of The 
F.A. in 1876, from which it will be seen that the Club: 
believed in affliation and organisation, and it is worthy of 
note that there were connected with that Club, officials and 
players who not only helped to make Turton F.C. noted 
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and popular, but who later gave their services in connection 
with many football organisations, J. J. Bentley, W. T. 
Dixon, J. J. Haworth, Richard Birtwistle and John Booth, 
being all associated with the Village Club. Little wonder 
that this desire for control and co-ordination found ex- 
pression in the formation of a Lancashire Association, and 
that the first steps should be taken near to Turton. 


The origin of the Lancashire F.A. was due to a meeting 
held one Sunday afternoon in the old fashioned parlour of 
the Volunteer Inn, Bromley Cross, the time and venue is 
all the more surprising in view of the fact that the late John 
Lewis—a fearless advocate of teetotalism—was one of the 
party, the others being the late I, Hindle, of Darwen, and 
W. T. Dixon, Secretary of Turton F.C. It was at the 
meeting referred to, that the modus operandi was discussed, 
and arrangements made for a representative meeting of 
Clubs to be held. On pages 27-29 is to be found a record 
of that first memorable meeting held on 28th September, 
1878, at which was formed the Lancashire F.A., which as 
events proved, became a great factor and influence, not 
merely in arranging matches, and fostering Association 
football, but in guiding and leading the Clubs of England 
when the titanic struggle of professionalism was fought and 
won. 


As already indicated the early work of the Association 
was that of arranging matches for its Clubs. That may 
appear to many a very simple and insignificant operation, 
but an examination of the Minute books reveal that which 
is not otherwise apparent. Fifty years ago Clubs were 
just as anxious as now to arrange matches at home on 
certain dates, and the Association Minutes indicate many 
of the disputes in regard to the fixtures; again, very many 
meetings were held to deal with protests as_ to 
the eligibility of players, players’ residential qualifi- 
cations, and protests as to payment of players. The 
payments of players sub-rosa became a scandal, and it was 
generally known that certain Clubs kept duplicate sets of 
books to avoid detection. 
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THE MARQUESS OF HARTINGTON, 
Tirst President of the Association, 1878-1889. 


MOTAMITAAW 20 229UDRAM avr © 
MLO). wolluhiiueh li dusting’? gal 
ia. 


—ry 


a 
7” 
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The Association not merely settled protests and dis- 
putes, but also organised many games, which in those days 
were looked upon as great events, Matches were played 
with various Counties, amongst them being :— 


Ayrshire. Glasgow. Sheffield. 
Birmingham. London. Staffordshire. 
Cleveland. Nottingham. Sussex. 
Dumbarton. North Wales. United Ulster 
East of Scotland. Northumberland, 


In 1879 the Senior Cup Competition was established, 
and that in itself provided an abundance of work. 

The disputes or ‘wrangles’? between B'ackburn Rovers 
v. Darwen, Accrington v. Preston North End, elsewhere 
referred to at length, were strenuous and prolonged 
struggles which might have wrecked the Association. In 
1885-86 the Junior Cup Competition was formed, thereby 
giving a stimulus to Clubs crowded out of the Senior Com- 
petition. 

In 1884 the fight on the legalisation of professionalism 
occurred. (See pages 147-155 for a special review of this 
matter). 

The first President of the Association was the Marquess 
of Hartington, who later became the Duke of Devonshire, 
and he retained that Office until 1889, At the Annual 
Meeting held in April, 1886, a spirited attempt was made 
to remove His Lordship from the Presidency. Mr. J. S. 
Roscow, of Great Lever, one of the straightest men ever 
connected with the game, moved that Mr. William Forrest 
be elected President, that was seconded by Mr. J. Booth, 
who remarked, ‘Lord Hartington never did them any 
good, either there or anywhere else,’’ and Mr. Roscow de- 
clared, *‘ the day was passed for ornamental officers,”” how- 
ever, Mr. Forrest declined to oppose Lord Hartington, and 
the latter remained President for a further two Seasons, 
when the malcontents won their way. 


Mr. William Forrest was President from 1889 to 1901. 
The first Secretary of the Association was Mr. T 
Hindle, of Darwen, who held the post for almost four 
years. Mr. W. T. Dixon, of Turton, being the Treasurer. 
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Mr. Hindle’s resignation as Secretary caused the live- 
liest competition for the post. “There were 18 applications, 
and the last four were Messrs. J. J. Bentley, Bolton ; W. 
Bramham, Blackburn; R. P. Gregson, Blackburn; and 
Tom Heald, Accrington. The third named was event- 
ually elected, the final vote being, Gregson 32, Bentley 13. 
Mr. Gregson held the office until he retired in I9I1. 


F In 1893-94 the Amateur Cup Competition was formed, 

} “thereby supplying the needs of Clubs distinct from pro- 

fessional Clubs, yet of a higher status than most Junior 
and Amateur organisations. 


The “ nineties’? do not show any marked develop- 
ment or any special work performed by the Association. 


There were 74 Clubs in Membership with the 
Association in 1898-99, and though there were a few local 
Leagues in existence there was very little control and super- 
vision. [he outward correspondence was only 3,000 per 
year, and it will therefore be realised that the post of 
Secretary was only a part time appointment, 

The following statistics indicate the rapid growth of the 
Association. 


Outward Discip- 

Correspon- line 

Clubs. Leagues. dence. Referees. Cases. 

1OR7E06 5. (203-75 35 0) 4 S00Tes 345 we ol 
1 QUOSreet 2328. «2° 30 Ae  O 400 meme 990 2.46540 
[Slates Cee 1708 > 90... 10 2006002 =e, 600 


Then came the Great War, its clash of arms, its clarion 
call to the manhood of the Country. True, football was 
played under War-time conditions, but the years 1915-1918 
can never be quoted for records or comparisions. Whole 
organisations—Clubs and Leagues—disappeared, players 
enlisted in hundreds, Prior to conscription a register was 
kept of Lancashire footballers who joined the Colours, and 
it numbered 4,765 when the present Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation was accepted for service, after having been rejected 
on several occasions, and with his enlistment no further 
record was kept. 
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W. FORREST. D. B. WOOLFALL. 
Second President of the Association. Third President of the Association. 
1859-1901. 901-1918. 
lected to Council Isst. 


J. LEWIS. 
ourth President of the Association, W. T. DIXON. 

1901-1926, Kirst Hon. Treasurer of the Association. 
lleeted to Council 1889, after one 1878-1882. 


year in 1878. 
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J. S. ROSCOW. T. HINDLE. 


Vice-President of the Association, First Seeretary of the Association, 
1901-1918. ; 1878-1882, and 
Mlected to Council 1884. Second Jlon, ‘Treasurer, 1882-1919. 


T. DUXBURY. JJ. BENTLEY. 
Vice-President of the Association, Vice-President of the Association, 
1889-1904. 1901-1918. 


Vleeted to Council, 1887. 
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LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. v5 


Immediately after the Armistice in 1918, the 
Council of the Lancashire F.A. met to review the 
position, and a Reconstruction Committee was appointed, 
and the work of re-organisation proceeded with. The re 
sults were highly gratifying, and in an incredibly short time 
the following figures were announced. 


Outward 
corres- 
Clubs. Associates. Leagues. pondence. Referees. 
1919-20 92° Vie Ps ects 4 0~ 20. 40R eee cd 
[9212225940 iii 340 LS Awe (35, G99 


The control of 74 leagues gives jurisdiction over 2,000 


clubs. 
From 1901 to 1918 Mr. D. B. Woolfall was President 


of the Association, during which period he was assisted 
by Messrs. J. J. Bentley, J. J. Cooper, J. S. Roscow, 
Jetfewss, “T* Duxbury, Wark. Onde A] Ew Heap. T- 
Houghton, W. A. Duckworth, Isaac Smith, R. Iddon, R. 
B. Falla, James Cooper, D. Porteous, R. H. Wadge, 
W. Heath, if A. McGregor, J. Wy Haworth, ReB: 
Middleton, all of whom have passed over to the 
great majority; other Members who served under Mr. 
Woolfall, and who are still connected with the Association, 
are Mr. C. E, Sutcliffe (the present President), Messrs, J. 
McKenna, R. Watson, R. E. Lythgoe, R. Birtwistle, T. Y. 
Ritson, E. Little, T. Laithwaite, T. A. Barcroft, T. P. 
Campbell, J. Taylor, and W. Dickinson. 


The development of the game made it imperative for a 
full time Secretary to be appointed, and on 26th April, 1911, | 
Mr. F. Hargreaves was unanimously elected. The post! 
was not thrown open for competition, the reason no doubt 
being that Mr. Hargreaves had been associated with his ‘ 
predecessor since 1900, and that from 1903 until I9I11 he ‘ 
had been in close touch with the work of the Association 
and in attendance at meetings; in fact, in 1908 he 
was elected Registrar of Referees, which post was later 
combined with the Secretary's general duties. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Copy of First Minutes. Copy of First Rules of Association, 
List of First Members. List of Vice-Presidents, 1878-1928. 


COPY OF TEE MINUTESOFR THE.FIRSIIMEE LING OF 
THE ASSOCIATION, 


September 28th, 1878. 


A Meeting of the Association Football Clubs of Lanca- 
shire called by Thos. Hindle acting on behalf of the Darwen 
C. and Football Club, was held in the Conversation Room, 

Co-operative Hall, Darwen, to consider the advisability of 
~ forming a Lancashire Football Association. 


The following Clubs sent two representatives to the 
Meeting, viz., Astley Bridge, Cloughfold, Blackburn Rovers, 
Park Road, Livesey United, St. Mark’s, Blackburn St. 
George's, Christ Church, Bolton Rovers, Bolton St. 
George’s, Emmanuel, Bolton Wanderers, Great Lever, 
North End, Eagley, Turton, Church, Enfield, Darwen, 
Darwen Rangers, Lower Darwen, Haslingden Rangers, 
Grange. . 


Mr. Thos. Hindle was voted to the Chair. 
Thos. Duxbury (Darwen), moved, and T. Dixon 


(Turton), seconded, that this meeting considers it advisable 
and expedient to form a Lancashire Football Association, 
and pledges itself to take the necessary steps to attain that 
object. 

The Motion was then put to the Meeting and 
carried unanimously. 

The following Rules were then submitted to the 
Meeting by the Chairman and unanimously carried :— 


Rule |.—That the Association be called the Lancashire 


Football Association. 
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Rule 2.—That all Clubs playing Lancashire Association 
Rules be eligible for Membership, subject to the approval 
of the Committee of the Association. 


_, Rule 3.—That the Subscription for each Club be 10/6 
pér annum, payable in September or within one week after 
joining, and if further calls be requisite, that a General 
Meeting of Representatives be called to consider the 
subject. 

Rule 4.—That the Officers be a President, two Vice- 
Presidents, Treasurer and a Secretary with a Committee, 
comprising the above mentioned Officers, and one member 
from each club, and elected by that club; five to form a 
quorum. It shall be in the power of the Committee to 
appoint one of their body to act as Assistant Secretary if 


necessary. 


Rule 5.—That the Officers be elected from, and by the 
representatives of Clubs present at the Annual Meeting, the 
retiring Officers to be eligible for re-election. That no club 
shall have more than two representatives on the Committee. 


Rule 6.—That the Annual Meeting be held in ————— 
(place to be decided upon at first Committee Meeting for 
this Year) in the first week in September. 


Rule 7.—That each club be entitled to appoint two re- 
presentatives to attend all general meetings of the Asso- 
ciation. No two clubs to be represented by the same 
individual. 

Rule 8.—That in the event of any alteration being 
deemed necessary in the Rules of the Association, or Laws 
of the Game, notices of the proposed alterations shall be 
sent in writing to the Secretary, on or before the Ist August 
and the Secretary shall inform each club of the proposed 
alteration on or before the 15th August. 


Rule 9—That each club shall forward its name, the 
date when formed, the name and address of its Secretary 
and a statement of its distinguishing colours or costume, 
the situation of their ground, etc., to the Secretary of the 
Association. 
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Rule 10.—That all clubs belonging to the Association 
shall play the Rules of the Association, and any club 
failing to comply shall cease to be members thereof. 


Rule 1].—That any club competing for any prize 
offered by any private individual or individuals, unless the 
net proceeds go to some Football club or clubs, or Charity 
or Charities, shall cease to be members of this Association. 


Rule 12.—That the Committee shall have power to call 
special General Meetings as they may deem necessary. 


It was moved, seconded and carried that the Rules 
and Laws of the Game of the English Association should 
apply to this Association. 


It was moved, seconded and carried that Thos. Hindle 
(Darwen), be appointed Hon. Secretary for the Season, and 
W. T. Dixon (Turton), Hon. Treasurer. 


It was resolved that the Secretary send out circulars to 
the clubs joining the Association requesting them to 
appoint a representative to sit on the Committee on their 
behalf and send in his name and address to him. 


It was resolved that the Committee have power to elect 
the President and Vice-Presidents for this Season at their 


first meeting. 


It was resolved that the Rules and Laws of the Game 
be printed, also giving the names of the clubs members 
of this Association with other particulars. 


The following Clubs were the first members of the 
Association, Astley Bridge, Blackburn Rovers, Blackburn 
Christ Church, Livesey United, Blackburn Park Road, 
Blackburn St, George’, Blackburn St. Mark’s, Bolton Em- 
manuel, Bolton North End, Bolton Wanderers, Bolton St. | 
George’s, Bolton Rovers, Bolton St. Paul’s, Church, Clough 
Fold, Myrtle Grove, Darwen, Lower Darwen, Darwen 
Grasshoppers, Darwen Rangers, Darwen Lower Chapel, 
Darwen St. James, Eagley, Enfield, Great Lever, Hasling- 
den Rangers, Haslingden Grane, Turton. 
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Pist Or VICE-PRESIDENTS, 


The following list contains many _ illustrious names, 


and the names awaken many memories. 


1878-86. W. Y. Hargreaves (Bolton). 
1878-79. R. H. Ainsworth (Bolton). 
1880-84. T. Milne, M.D. (Accrington). 
1880-82. J. N. Boothman (Blackburn). 
1881-82. TR. Haslam (Great Lever). 
1881. J. Kerr (Church). 

1882-89. W. Forrest (Turton). 

1882-84. E.S. Morley, M.D. (Blackburn). 
1884-85. J. Johnston, J.P. (Blackburn). 
1884-88. J. Bullough (Accrington), 

11885-1901. D. B. Woolfall (Blackburn). 
1886-93. W. Sudell (Preston). 

1886-89. J. Bowness (Newchurch). 
1888-89. C. J. Massey (Burnley). 

1889-1904. T. Duxbury (Darwen). 

1889-1901. S. Ormerod (Accrington). 

1889-1919. J. J. Cooper (Pleasington). 
1893-95. J. Bickerstaff (Blackpool). 

1895-1901. RR. Iddon (Higher Walton). 

1901-1918. J. S. Roscow (Bolton). 

1901-1918. J. J. Bentley (Bolton). 

1901-1918. J. Lewis (Blackburn. 

1904-1922. W.E. Ord (Preston). 

1918-1926. C. E. Sutcliffe (Rawtenstall) 

1918. J. McKenna (Liverpool). 
1918. R. Watson (Accrington). 
1919. R. Birtwistle (Blackburn). 
1922. R. E. Lythgoe (Liverpool). 
1926. T. Y. Ritson (Bolton). 
1927. E. Little (Blackpool). 
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CHAPTER il. 


RuLES oF Turton F.C., 1873. 


RULES OF. THE® TURTON _ FOOTBALL, CLUB. 
ESTABLISHED - 1872. 


RULES PuBLISHED 1873. 


|.—The choice of Bases is determined by tossing. 


2.—The Bases are twelve feet wide, and the distance 
between them must not exceed 150 yards. The width of 
the ground must not be more than 100 yards. 


3.—The Ball must be kicked off from the middle of the 
ground by the side which loses the toss. 


4.—The Ball may only be caught (if it has not touched 
the ground) from a kick by the leg below the knee, or foot; 
but if, after being kicked, it hits any part of the body of 
another person before falling to the ground, it may then be 
caught, except by the kicker. 


5.—Whoever catches the ball is entitled to a free kick, 
if he call ‘‘ Three Yards’’; if he does not call “* Three 
Yards.’ he is liable to have the Ball knocked out of his 
hands. N.B.—The Ball must be kicked without delay, and 
the preliminary run must not be longer than “‘ Three 
Yards’ (that is, the utmost length to which three running 
strides extend) 


6.—The ball when in play, must never be touched by 
the hand, except in the case of a catch, as above stated. 
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7.—All charging is fair, but no holding, tripping, push- 
ing with the hands, shinning, or back-shinning is allowed. 


8.—If the Ball is kicked beyond the prescribed limits 
of the ground, it must be kicked straight in again by one 
of the side opposite to the one who kicked it out. N.B.— 
When a player is kicking the Ball from behind his own 
Base, he is not compelled to kick it straight. 


9.—If a player catches the Ball near his opponent's 
Base, he may try to carry the Ball through by taking the 
“Three Yards.’’ N.B.—No second try is allowed, but in 


case of a failure, he may still go back and have a free kick. 


10.—After a Base has been obtained, or when half-time 
has elapsed (supposing no Base has been previously ob- 
tained), the two sides change their respective bases. 


11.—When the Ball is caught, any player on the side 
of the one making a catch, who is nearer the line of the 
opponent’s base than the catcher, is out of play until the 
Ball has been touched by one of the opposite side who 
shall be “ behind.’’ Nor must he interfere with one of 
the opposite side, or in any way prevent or obstruct his 
catching or kicking the ball. 


12.—The Uniform of the Club shall be Blue Knicker- 
bockers, White Stockings, and White Jerseys. 


13.—The Ball must pass clearly, in a line between the 
goal-posts to score a Base. 


14.—In case of ** Try at Goal,’’ two players shall be 
chosen, one from each side, to stand behind the kicker. 
Their decision shall determine whether a goal has been 
obtained. 


The following Rules described as ** General Rules ’ 


are also interesting :— 
].—There must be two Umpires in each match. 


- 2.—Committee Meetings shall be held the first Tuesday 


in each month. 
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3.—The Committee have power to fix the dates when 
Members shall meet for play. 


4.—The Ball shall not be delivered into any person's 
possession for play, except that of a Committee man, who 
is responsible. 


5.—The players opposed to the Captain's side shall 
choose a Captain, and in his absence, each side shall choose 
a Captain. 


6.—All players are under the orders of the Captains 
during the game. 


7.—If the decision of either of the Captains be dis- 
puted, the question shall be referred to the Committee. 


8.—Each Member intending to leave the Club must 
_send in his resignation to the Secretary, before the com- 
mencement of the next season. 


9 —An entrance fee of one shilling must be paid on the 
proposing of a new member. 


10.—All Club property must be under the care of the 
Secretary. 


11.—All Subscriptions must be paid to the Tieasurer, 
in advance. 


12.—Membership of the “‘ Football Club’’ includes 


membership of the “* Reading Room,”’ and vice-versa. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
A.N. Hornby. Petulant and Rebellious Clubs. Blackburn 


Rovers v, Darwen Dispute. Scene on Alexandra Meadows. 

J]. Lewis attempts to smash the L.F.A. A peculiar Final, 

1887-88. Preston North End’s refusal to play. Threat to 

expel Bolton Wanderers. Rishton Club’s opinion of the 

L.F.A. Dr. Morley and his speeches. ‘‘ Inaccuracy of 

the Press.’’ Accrington and Preston North End in trouble 
with The F.A. 


NYONE who attends the Annual Meetings of the 

jx Lancashire F.A. must be struck with not only the 

quick dispatch of business, but more so with the 

general cordiality of the meetings, and undoubtedly the 

strong position that the Association holds, is due to the 
loyalty of its Clubs. 

‘the present happy experience is in striking contrast 
to the experience of the Association in its early days, as the 
following will indicate :— 

A. N. Hornby, an honoured name in sport, was the 
innocent cause of the feud which developed between 
Blackburn Rovers and Darwen. Mr. Hornby—remem- 
bered mostly as a great cricketer and a cricket captain, also 
as an International Rugby player—was also sufficiently 
interested in “Soccer ’’ that he turned out for Blackburn 
Rovers when the latter played their first match v. Patrick 
on January 2nd, 1878. Mr. Hornby was known as a handy 
man with the gloves, and at local fairs pitted his science 
against professional ‘‘bruisers.’” It will therefore be realised 
that his prowess made him the idol of the Blackburn public. 
It was very natural that the Rovers should wish to 
play this attractive personality in a Lancashire Cup Tie v. 
Darwen in 1880. There was, however, some doubt as to 
his eligibility,and the point was referred to the Lancashire 
F.A., who returned the answer “ Play him if you wish, and 
we will consider the matter afterwards,’ the matter was 
further complicated and aggravated by the County F.A. 
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H. CHIPPENDALE. F. BLACKBURN. 
Blackburn Rovers F.C, Blackburn Rovers F.C, 


J. HODKINSON. JACK SOUTHWORTH. 
Blackburn Rovers F.C. Blackburn Rovers F.C. 
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ordering the Tie to be played at Darwen, which was re- 
garded as another injustice to Blackburn. The Rovers 
threatened to refuse to play the Tie, but wiser counsels 
prevailed, and the match was played as arranged, though 
Mr. Hornby was omitted. 

The feeling between Blackburn Rovers and Darwen 
was very bitter, and we read the following in the History 
of Blackburn Rovers :— 

The ground (Alexandra Meadows) was packed with 
spectators, estimated at 10,000, an unusually large num- 
ber for those days, the Stand was filled, twenty lorries pro- 
vided extra platform accommodation, and seats were 
placed inside the boundary ropes. In the first half the 
crowd twice broke through the ropes. The score was |-| 
at half-time. In the second period play had been in pro- 
gress eight, minutes when Marshall (Darwen), on being 
robbed of the ball by Suter (Rovers), seized the Blackburn 
player in his arms and threw him down near the spectators. 
The crowd promptly invaded the feld . . . . andthe 
match had to be abandoned. A gentleman present at the 
match told the writer that his impression was that thé 
spectators temporarily lost their heads, in consequence of 
the dispute between the two players, and the position was 
aggravated by the extreme rivalry of the Clubs. Whatever 
the correct version may be, the fact remains that the hatchet 
was not buried until the beginning of 1882.” 

In the meantime disputes between Blackburn Rovers 
and Darwen were frequent. One of them related to a 
Lancashire Cup Tie, and the L.F.A. took the exceptional 
and severe course of expelling both Clubs from the Lanca- 
shire Cup Competition. The Rovers retaliated by inducing 
celebrated Scotch teams to visit them on dates fixed for 
Lancashire Cup Ties. The County Cup Final between 
Accrington and Park Road, played at Darwen, only attrac- 
ted the small ‘‘ gate’ of £51 17s. 3d., whereas the Rovers’ 
friendly matches were better patronised. 

The late John Lewis severed his connection with the 
L.F.A. and he set out to smash the organisation of which 
he was a founder. The Lancashire F.A. suffered severely 
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financially, and they were beset with difficulties, and had 
recourse to seek the help of The F.A. 

The following extract from the Football Annual of 1881 
is of interest :— 

“The Committee of the Lancashire Association were 
placed in a most difficult position in consequence of the 
disinclination of the Blackburn Rovers and Darwen to act 
in concert with them, and as ‘a rule the teams which did 
battle for the County were in no way representative. The 
Season was opened auspiciously’ with victories over Staf- 
fordshire and North Wales, but reverses attended them in 
all their subsequent engagements, and the unsportsmanlike 
behaviour of the Blackburn Rovers produced a_ rupture 
which might have endangered the very existence of the 
Association. But the greatest credit was due to the Com- 
mittee for their resolute action, which met with the 
unanimous approval of the Conference at Manchester, and 
it is satisfactory to note that the misunderstanding was 
finally healed, and the Rovers re-instated in the Lancashire 
Association. The subject is a painful one, but it would be 
shirking a duty were I to refrain from stating that the con- 
duct of those who had management of affairs on behalf of 
the Rovers was anything but creditable. 

The unseemly disturbance in a club match between 
Darwen and Blackburn Rovers, on the ground of the latter, 
culminated in so much ill-feeling between these Clubs that 
they would not arrange to play their tie for the Lancashire 
Cup, and their subsequent conduct, which resulted in the 
removal of both from the later ties, showed what an un- 
wholesome prominence the ‘ gate’ occupies in the con- 
sideration of football clubs in the North. Indeed, there is 
no use to disguise the speedy approach of a time when 
the subject of professional players will require the earnest 
attention of those on whom devolves the management of 
Association football.”’ 

Another peculiar incident occurred in Season 1887-8, 
and the offending Club on this occasion was Preston North 
End. This dispute also arose from the arrangements made 
for the Lancashire Cup Final Tie. The finalists were 
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BLACKBURN OLYMPIC F.C. 
WINNERS Ol ‘THI FLA. CUP, 1882-1883. 


W. Branham (Secretary), G. Wilson, ‘I’. Dewhurst, IT. Hacking, J. Tl. Ward, 
A, Astley (Treasurer). 


J. Costley, J. Ifunter, J. Yates, W. Astley. 
T. Gibson, A. Warburton (Captain), A. Matthews, 
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Accrington and Preston North End, and the match was 
fixed to be played at Blackburn, and though North End 
flatly refused to play there, the L.F.A. were determined to 
proceed with their arrangements. The Final Tie, Accring- 
ton v. North End, was therefore duly advertised, but the 
Witton Club was also arranged with, and paid the sum of 
£10 Os. Od. to be in readiness to play a match with Accring- 
ton in the event of North End failing to turn up. Preston 
North End did not turn up, and therefore Witton played 
Accrington, and actually beat them by four goals to none. 
The late Mr. C. Crump was the Referee. The “ gate”’ 
receipts were £43 I5s. 8d., and the match expenses £38 
14s. Od. ‘It will therefore be seen that the L.F.A. were 
financially hardly pressed. . 

It stands as a peculiar record that Accrington F.C. won 
the Lancashire Cup in 1887-8, though defeated in the Final 
by Witton F.C., whom Accrington had already beaten 2-1 
in the Semi-Final Tie. The refusal of North End to turn 
out in the Final Tie had left a set of ** Runners up ’’ medals 
in hand, and it was decided that the two Clubs who had 
been beaten in the Semi-Final Ties should play off for them. 
Witton and Darwen Old Wanderers therefore played at 
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Darwen, and Witton won by two goals to nil, thea gate 
receipts being £11 12s. 2d., and the expenses £9 Is. 2d. 
This period was a black one for the L.F.A., who certainly 
‘touched the bottom.’ 

Since the Great War there has been no more loyal and 
helpful Member of the Association than Bolton Wanderers, 
who have greatly assisted the work of the Association by 
taking a keen interest in the Lancashire Cup Competition, 
and in allowing the Association the use of Burnden Park 
for many of its Finals and for Amateur County Matches, 
yet it was touch and go in November, 1883, whether the 
Wanderers should be expelled from the Association. In- 
deed, The F.A. recommended that the Club should be ex- 
pelled because the Referee, the late Mr. Sam Ormerod, 
was *' hooted on the field,”’ “‘ that he was followed from 
the Pikes Lane ground by a crowd, that he was assaulted, 
and that the Club did not take steps for his protection on 
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the way to the Station.’”’ Fortunately, the L.F.A. decided, 
rightly or wrongly, ** that no further action should be taken 
as no good could result therefrom.’ If The F.A.’s recom- 
mendation had been carried out, Lancashire would have 
lost a Club which has since risen to the greatest heights 
of fame. 

Not only were Clubs difficult to manage, but there were 
individuals who caused the Members of the L.F.A. to think 
furiously. So far back as January, 1882, there was a post- 
card from Rishton F.C, as follows :—‘* Will you please 
appoint a Referee for our match with Bolton Wanderers on 
‘Saturday, at Bolton. We would rather not have a Member 
of the Lancashire F.A., they are so one sided.”’ The 
following story of a dispute with the late Dr. Morley may 
show that the Association was then “ one sided,’’ or it may 
show that there was ‘‘ another side.”’ 

Dr. Morley, brother of the late Viscount Morley, of 
- Blackburn, was a stormy petrel. He was a man of 
pugnacious temperament and of strong convictions. The 
Doctor was a Vice-President of Blackburn Rovers, and from 
1882-84 he was also a Vice-President of the Lancashire 
F.A. It was during the latter period that we read that 
‘Mr. T. Hindle reported to the L.F.A. Committee, who 
met at Darwen on 13th September, 1883, that Dr. Morley 
(who was present at the meeting) had used the following 
words in a speech at the Annual Meeting of the Rovers 
FeGase 

‘“He (Dr. Morley) wished to express his strong dis- 
approbation of the conduct of the L.F.A. Committee. He 
then referred to the Dinners that had been provided for the 
winners of the Lancashire Cup the two previous years, 
adding that this year they—the Association—had come to 
that conclusion, because they were the Blackburn Rovers 
they were not to have a Dinner.’ He (Dr. Morley) pro- 
tested against that, and that was what he wanted to slap the 
Lancashire F.A. in the face for, ‘* There was nothing they 
(the Rovers) could do, the Association did not readily take 
advantage of.’’ The Minutes merely inform us that the 
Committee ‘‘ considered the remarks of the Doctor contrary 
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to the interests of the Association,’’ and that Dr. Morley 
stated that ‘* he was not correctly reported,’’ the Committee 
decided that “‘ Dr. Morley be respectfully requested to 
contradict the report,’’ and at a further meeting a letter was 
read from the Doctor threatening to resign his position as 
a Vice-President, and the Committee decided to ask him 
to re-consider his decision. The matter was not however 
allowed to rest, and at a further Committee Meeting it was 
decided “to call a General Meeting of the Association to 
consider the language used by Dr. Morley, and to take such 
steps as may be deemed fit and proper.’’ The Special 
General Meeting was held in Blackburn on I8th November, 
1883, at which there was a large attendance of Clubs. Dr. 
Morley again blamed the Press for inaccurately reporting 
him, and finally the Meeting passed a resolution, “‘ re- 
gretting that the Doctor did not contradict the inaccurate 
statements complained of.’’ 

In passing, it may be of interest to know that it is re- 
corded that the Annual Meeting held in 1884 ** lasted three 
hours and a half, and then broke up.” 

In December, 1883, the Accrington F.C. had evidently 
been giving trouble to The F.A., for we read, ““The follow-’ 
ing Resolution respecting the reported expulsion of the 
Accrington F.C. from The Football Association was passed, 
and Mr. T. Hindle was appointed to attend the Meeting of 
The F.A., and lay the views of this Association before that 
Meeting. Resolved that this Committee after carefully 
considering the Resolution passed by The F.A. expelling 
the Accrington Club, is strongly of opinion that a Club can 
only be expelled by a special General Meeting called for 
the purpose.” 

In January, 1884, the L.F.A. took up the cudgels on 
behalf of Preston North End, who had been struck out of 
The F.A. Cup Competition. 

We have referred to the above distasteful squabbles as 
matters of history, but rejoice to know that loyalty and good 
sense smoothed over the troubles, and we believe the Clubs 
are now happy in their relationship towards each other and 
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CHAPTER V.—AN EVERTON CHAPTER. 


Everton’s application to play in the Lancashire Cup Com- 

petition declined. When admitted the Club endeavours to 

play “‘mixed’’ teams, wishes to “‘ scratch,’ withdraws 

from the Competition. Everton again apply to play for the 

Lancashire Cup. Everton fined £25 also £100 for playing 

“weak’’ Teams, the Club appeals to The F-A. A keen 
dispute. 


HEN it is stated that Everton unsuccessfully 
X/ applied to be included in the Lancashire Cup 
Competition there is no joke intended, the state- 

ment is true even though it be curious. 

The minutes of the Association for 5th August, 1886, 
contain the following record :— 

Resolved—* That Everton be not allowed to play for 
the Senior Cup until they show proof of their ability,’’ and 
therefore the Club stayed in the Junior Cup Competition 
and played Fleetwood Zingari. However, on 6th Sep- 
tember, 1887, we read “ The application by Everton F.C. 
to play in the Senior Cup Competition be granted,’ but 
the club's experience was not altogether a happy ene foc 
a long time. 

In November, 1897, Everton applied to play a 
‘“ mixed’ team or to “ scratch,’ but permission was re- 
fused, the following year there was a further application to 
‘ scratch ’’ which was again refused. So far back as 1893 
the club had trouble with the Association in connection with 
a Senior Cup Tie with Blackburn Rovers, and in 1896 the 
Club must have been evading the Competition rules in some 
way, because it is recorded that the Club be written to for 
an explanation, no details are given, and a little later we 
read ‘' The reply from the Everton F.C. is not satisfactory.”’ 

In 1898 Everton withdrew from the Lancashire Com- 
petition, but applied for re-admission the following year 
after the Association had passed a resolution “ That the 
Lancashire F-A. consider playing Lancashire Cup Ties on 
week days, other than Saturdays.” 

It was thought that the playing of the Cup Ties on 
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Mondays would bring peace where there had been unrest 
and rebellion, but such was not the case, indeed, it was 
evident that clubs played “‘ weak’ teams, and_ the 
Secretary was instructed on 4th October, 1905, to ‘* write 
all the clubs who do not play their full strength,’’ and this 
policy brought about a most remarkable state of affairs, the 
Association being determined to keep faith with the public, 
in securing the proper playing of the matches, or to deal 
with the offending clubs. 

One of the keenest fights waged against the Lancashire 
F.A. was made by Everton F.C in 1908-09. The matter 
arose out of the Club’s disinclination to play its ** full 
strength ’’ in the Senior Cup Competition. It should be 
recalled that up to 1899 Lancashire Cup Ties were played 
on Saturdays, then came the power and influence of The 
Football League Clubs, and they petitioned for the matches 
to be played in Mid-Week, and that change was made for 
Season 1899-1900. For a time the matches were well at- 
tended and well played, but eventually it became apparent 
that certain Clubs were breaking and evading the Cup 
Rules. Everton F.C. was evidently regarded as one of the 
guilty Clubs, for a fine of £25/0/0 was imposed on the 4th 
November, 1908, because of weak teams played v. Burnley 
in the 2nd Round and vy. Blackpool in the 3rd Round; but 
the real tug-of-war commenced when the Semi-Final Ties 
were played on the 23rd November, 1908, Everton being 
drawn to play Liverpool at Goodison Park. 

On the previous Saturday Everton had played the 
following team in a League Match v. Blackburn Rovers :— 

Scott; Balmer, Macconachie; Harris, Taylor, Make- 
peace; Sharp, Coleman, Freeman, Young, Geo. Barlow. 

But on the following Monday when they were required 
to play their “ full strength,”’ the following team stepped 
on the field :— 

Bury; Strettle, Balmer; Rafferty, Borthwick, Adamson; 
Buck, Coleman, Jones, Young, Dawson. 

Incidentally the team for the 28th November was 
identical with that which played on 2Ilst November. Be 
fore the kick-off and during the Cup Tie played on 23rd 
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November, Officials of Everton F.C. were full of excuses for 
the weak team on the field, and an assurance was made 
and often repeated “ that all the players would be triers.” 
A request was also made that the regular players, who were 
not playing because of alleged sickness and injuries should 
be inspected. Mr. R. Watson, a Member of the EE A... who 
was present, was invited to view the sick and lame, but he 
adroitly refused on the grounds that he was present as a 
Linesman of the match, and that the inspection of injured 
players was outside his duties. Mr. E. Little, then a 
Divisional Member of the L.F.A., and now a Vice-Pre- 
sident, was also present at the match, but he also was not 
anxious to accept the commission, and he declined on the 
grounds “ that he was not a medical man.’ Mr. F. Har- 
greaves who was present on behalf of the then Secretary, 
“Dick *’ Gregson, also refused the invitation to inspect the 
cripples, but suggested that medical certificates should be 
sent to the Association. —The game was a poor one, and 
Everton lost by two goals to none. The Everton 
F.C. sent medical certificates referring to certain players, 
and the matter was reviewed by the Council at a meeting 
held on 2nd December, 1908, when it was decided to fine 
the Club the sum of £100, and also to fine them the amount 
due to them as their share of the ‘‘gate’’ receipts, £99/0/9. 
The Everton F.C. then began a vigorous protest, and 
eventually the Council decided to call a Special Meeting 
to reconsider the case. The meeting was held on 6th 
January, 1909, when it was decided to adhere to the fines ° 
imposed. 

The following day, Mr. W. C. Cuff, who was then 
Secretary of Everton F.C., lodged an appeal with The F.A. 
which was heard on 2nd April, 1909. The late John Lewis 
stated the case for Lancashire F.A., and Mr. W. C. Cuff 
for Everton F.C., and the decision of The F.A. was to 
reduce the fine to £100, which implied that the definite fine 
imposed was quite in order, whereas the resolution to de- 
prive the Everton Club of its share of the “ gate "’ receipts 
was not in order, and so ended the only appeal by any 


Club against the Association. 
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THE LANCASHIRE CUP. 
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CHAPTER VI.—LANCASHIRE CUP COMPETITION. 


The First Final Tie. The First Draw. The Cup won on 46 
occasions. Records of winning clubs. “‘ Gate ’”’ Receipts, 
Pre-War and Post-War. Mr. Sutcliffe’s 1919 Scheme. 
Revival of Interest, Extraordinary figures. Remarkable 
scene at Oldham. The Competition vital to Lancashire F.A. 


The Lancashire Cup was first competed for in Season 
1879-80. Darwen F.C. were the first winners. The match 
was played at Darwen, the teams being Darwen v. Black- 
burn Rovers. Darwen won by three goals to none. The 
“gate ’’ receipts were £167, and 9,000 spectators were 
present. 


Forms from Schools were borrowed, and these were 
placed on lorries, the latter also borrowed, and those con- 
stituted the °° Grand Stand.’ Such arrangements are inter- 
esting when one compares them with the gigantic structures, 
complete with every convenience and comfort, now to be 
found on so many grounds. 


The First Draw, which therefore shews the original Cup 
Clubs, was as follows :— 


Made \|6th August, 1879, at the Coffee Tavern, 
Darwen Street, Blackburn. 


North End (Bolton) vy urton. 

Padiham v. Haslingden. 

Astley Pridge v. Rising Sun (Blackburn). 
Accrington v. Halliwell. 

St. Paul's (Bolton) v. St. Mark’s (Blackburn). 
Lower Darwen v. Darwen Rangers. 
Bolton Olympic v. Lynwood (Darwen). 
Darwen St. James v. Haslingden Grane. 
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LANCASHIRE. FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, 5 | 


Nliddleton 


‘ Edgeworth. 


Vv 
Ctoughfold v- Great Lever. 
Darwen Grasshoppers v. Darwen. 
Cob Wall v. Manchester Wanderers. 


Livesey United (Blackburn) v- Halliwell Jubilee. 
Bolton Hornets v. Blackburn Christ Church 
Enfield 

Bolton Wanderers 
Blackburn St. George’s 


Blackburn Rovers. 
. All Saints (Bolton). 
lower Chapel (Darwen) 


‘Bolton Rovers. . Eagley 
Church Blackburn St. Andrews 
Blackburn Park Road v- Emmanuel (Bolton). 


The Cup has been won 46 times, as follows :— 


Accrington—TIhree times, 1880-81, 1887-88, 1888-89. 

Blackburn Rovers—Eleven times, |/881-82, 1882-83, 
1883-84, 1884-85, 1895-96, 1900-01, 1901-02, 1993-04, 
1906-07, 1908-09, 1910-11. 

Bolton Wanderers—Six times, 1885-86, 1890-91, I9I1- 
bd 921-22, 4924225. 1926-2 7% 

Burnley— Twice, 1889-90,1914-15. 

Bury—Five times, 1891-92,. 1898-99, 1902-03, 1905-06, 
1925226: 

Darwen—Once, 1879-80. 

Everton—Three times, 1893-94, 1895-97, 1909-10. 

Liverpoo!—Twice, 1918-19, 1923-24, and in 1919-20, 
they held it jointly with Manchester United. 

Manchester United—Three times, 1897-98, 1912-13, 
1913-14, and in 1919-20, they held it jointly with Liverpool. 

Manchester City—Three times, 1920-21, 1922-23, 
1927-28. 

Oldham Athletic—Once, 1907-08. 

Preston North End—F our times, 1886-87, 1892-93, 1894- 
95, 1899-1900. 

Southport—Once, 1904-05. 
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The Trophy which cost £160, and is one of the finest 
Cups in the Country, was not played for in the following 


Seasons during the Great War, 1915-16, 1916-17, 1917-18. 


In 1900-01 Blackburn Rovers and Bury played each 
other in five matches, actually playing eight hours and 26 
minutes before the issue was decided, the scores being 


0—0, O—0, 3—3, I—1, and finally 3—1 for the Rovers. 


Largest scores in Semi-Final and Final Ties :— 


1886-87 Semi-Final—Preston North End 12, Witton 0. 
At Bolton. 


1892-93 Semi-Final—Preston North End 6, Bootle 4. 
At Liverpool. 

1908-09 Semi-Final—Blackburn Rovers 7, Manchester 
City 0. At Blackburn. 

1908-09 Final—Blackburn Rovers 5, Liverpool 3. At 
Blackburn. 

1910-11 Semi-Final—Everton 6, Blackburn Rovers |. 
At Everton. 

1912-13 Semi-Final, Blackburn Rovers 6, Manchester 
City |. At Blackburn. : 

1925-26 Final—Bury 5, Accrington Stanley 3. At 
Bolton. 


In 1926 Manchester City beat Oldham Athletic 8 goals 
to 4 at Maine Road in the Second Round, and in 1910-11 
Blackburn Rovers and Burnley met four times in the Final 
Tie, the matches resulting :— 


Rovers |, Burnley |. At Ewood Park. 

Rovers 2, Burnley 2. At Turf Moor. 

Rovers 0, Burnley 0. At Burnden Park. 
2, Burnley |. At Ewood Park. 


Rovers 


Other large scores were :— 
Season 1884-5 Blackburn Olympic 18, Leigh 0. 
Darwen Old Wanderers 17, Scout Bottom 
Blue Ribbon 2. 
Lower Darwen 15, Springhill (Burnley) 0. 
Bolton Wanderers 10, Hurst Park Road 2- 
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LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL, ASSOCIATION. DD) 


Season 1882-3 Bolton Wanderers 10, Rishton 1. (After 
ATaiAW 22-2) 


Season 1886-7 Bolton Wanderers |4, Wigan 0. 


There have been the following large ** gate ”’ receipts : 


PRE-WAR. 
1886-1887. Final Tie. Preston North End v. Bolton 
Wanderers. At Bolton. _£335/11/3. 


© 1890-91. Semi-Final Tie. Bolton Wanderers v. Black- 

burn Rovers. At Ardwick. £484/18/6. 

1894-95. Semi-Final Tie. Everton v. Liverpool. At 
Everton. £739/10/10. 

1896-97. Semi-Final Tie. Everton v. Burnley. At 
Everton. £544/18/9. 

1896-97. Semi-Final Tie. Manchester City v. Bolton 
Wanderers. At Manchester. £341/12/0. 


1911-12. Final Tie. Bolton Wanderers v. Burnley. 
At Bolton. £371/6/9. 


Post-War. 


1919-20. Final Tie. Manchester United v. Liverpool. 
At Liverpool. £1081/4/8. 

1920-21. Final Tie. Manchester City v- Bolton Wan- 
derers. At Old Trafford. £1 ,640/ 1 | /0. 

1921-22. Final Tie. Bury v. Bolton Wanderers. 
At Bary, <1,016/1779. 

1924-25. Final Tie. Bolton Wanderers v Blackpool. 
At Bolton. £794/2/6. 

1927-28. Final Tie. Bury v. Manchester City, At 
Old Trafford, £1,365/10/0. 


The least ‘‘ gate ’’ ina Final Tie was when Blackbura 
Rovers played Southport at Deepdale, the Receipts being 
only £51/15/9. 
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Just prior to the Great War the interest in the Competi- 
tion was very limited, but since the War the Competition 
has been most interesting, attractive, and a financial 
success. 


When the Competition was resumed, thanks to Mr. C. 
E.. Sutcliffe, who formulated a scheme whereby the Clubs 
playing in the Lancahire Section of The Football League 
(a War time arrangement) should compete for the Lanca- 
shire Cup under the following conditions. 


The Clubs were divided into the following groups :— 


Group |. Group 2. 
Manchester City. Everton. 
Manchester United. Liverpool, 

Stoke Southport. 

Port Vale. Stockport County. 
Group 3. Group 4. 
Bolton Wanderers. Blackburn Rovers. 

Bury. Blackpool. 
Oldham Athletic. Burnley. 
Rochdale. Preston North End 


The results of the matches played under The Football 
League to determine the winner of each group, and the four 
winners were the Semi-Finalists of the Cup Competition, 
and the following Clubs qualified :—Manchester City, Liver- 
pool, Oldham Athletic, and Blackpool. 


The Semi-Final Ties were :— 
Blackpool v. Liverpool. Gross “' gate '’ £404. 


Manchester City v. Oldham Athletic (At Hyde Road). 
Gross gate - £1,193. 


(Replay at Oldham). Gross “* gate ’’ £1,090. 
Final Tie. Liverpool v. Oldham Athletic. (At Old 
Trafford). Gross ‘ gate ’’ £1,305. 
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6 History OF 


These were extraordinary figures and resulted in a nett 
sum of £3,200 accruing to the Association. Such a success 
established the Lancashire F.A. in a sound financial 
position, and made possible all the help that has since been 
given to juvenile, minor, amateur, and junior football. 


Most remarkable scenes were witnessed at Oldham 
in May, 1919, on the occasion of the Semi-Final 
Tie, Re-play, Oldham Athletic and Manchester City. 

As the late Mr. J. Lewis, then President of the L.F.A., 
and Mr. F. Hargreaves, Secretary, were walking down 
Sheepfoot Lane towards Boundary Park, they saw with 
great satisfaction many hundreds of people crowding round 
the entrances, and were just remarking upon the animated 
scene, when the crowds referred to disappeared like magic, 
a large door having been forced open and some of the 
hoardings pulled down. 


Mr. Lewis dashed to the scene in great haste, the 
Secretary having failed to convince him that nothing could 
be done, and when Mr. Hargreaves arrived at the place 
of the “* break in,’ he found the late President in trouble 
with the Police, Mr. Lewis had attempted to follow through 
where hundreds of people had gained free admission, his 
object being to discover the cause of the happening and the 
approximate number who had rushed through, but by this 
time the Police had taken control, and as Mr. Lewis was 
entering the ground he was unceremoniously turned back, 
he insisted that he had a right to enter the ground, but the 
Police Officer—who did not know him—was adamant. The 
position was becoming threatening when the L.F.A, 
Secretary strolled up, took in the situation, —pre- 
sented his official card to the Inspector, and also at that 
moment * Latic ”’ officials came on the scene and peace 
was restored. 

The Lancashire Cup Competition is necessary to main- 
tain the work of the Lancashire Football Association, nur- 
turing minor and juvenile football, assisting junior football, 
and in the comprehensive work of sanctioning and con- 
trolling all classes of football within the County. 
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LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, D{f 


The Association takes 20 per cent. of the nett “’ gate ”’ 
receipts of all matches prior to the Semi-Final Ties, and 
takes one third of the nett ©’ gate’ receipts in the Semi- 
Final Ties and the Final Tie. Handsome gold medals, of 
equal value, are given to the Winners and Runners-up. 


Since the Great War, the Competition has been ex- 
clusively confined to the Clubs playing in The Football 
League, and it is again played for on the knock-out prin- 
ciple. It can be confidently claimed that the Competition 
has been a success since the War, both from a playing and 
also a ‘ paying” point of view. 

The success of the Competition is vital to the work of 
the Association, and therefore to football generally. 

Often one has heard the remark, “it is only a Lanca- 


shire Cup Tie,’” yet some of the finest football has often 
been witnessed in these games. 
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CHAPTER VII-—OUR PRESIDENT, 


CHARLES E. SUTCLIFFE. 


A Solicitor by profession. 


Elected a member of the Lancashire F.A. Council in 
1896, was due to receive his Long Service Medal in 1917, 
but that was deferred until 1918 because of the Great War. 
He was elected a Vice-President of the Association in 1918, 
and was Deputy-President of the Association when Mr, J. 
Lewis went to Australia with The F.A, Team in 1925. 

Mr. Sutcliffe was elected President on 2Ist January, 
1926, he is Chairman of the Finance and Rules Revision 
Committees, and an ex-officio member of all other com- 
mittes. 

He represents Lancashire on the Council of The F.A., 


and there serves on the following Committees :— 


International Selection Committee. 

Referees’ Committee and 

Rules Revision Committee. 

Mr. Sutcliffe is a Vice-President of The Football 
League, to which he was first elected in 1898, he is a 
member of the International League Board and of the 
Anglo-lrish League Board, also President of the Northern 
Counties Amateur Championship and_ serves on_ the. 
Appeals Committees of about twenty Leagues. 


The above is only a bare indication of the many 
offices held by the President of the Lancashire F.A., and 
how he, in addition to being engaged in a large legal 
practice, can find time to devote to all the football matches. 
meetings, functions, etc., is a mystery to his closest friends. 


Mr. Sutcliffe has been described as the “ brains of 
Football,’ and “R.G.,”’ of the “Sporting Chronicle,” 
once aptly named him the “ Foch of Football.” 
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Mr. Sutcliffe in an interview with ‘‘R.G.”’ in 1918 
disclosed the secret that had it not been for the Great War, 
his association with football would by then have been 


ended. 


Why Mr. Sutcliffe had arrived at that decision is not 
known, but | can surmise that the War having shaken foot- 
ball organisations to their very foundations, that Mr. 
Sutcliffe—whatever his previous intentions—felt that he 
must continue to take his part, helping to re-establish and 
re-organise the game. 


Mr. Sutcliffe was born at Burnley, and has played both 
Soccer and Rugby. 


The last match that Mr. Sutcliffe played in was against 
Blackburn Rovers on the old Leamington ground, and as 
leftthalf back he was pitted against Joe lLofthouse the 
famous international, the Burnley captain gave Mr. Sutcliffe 
strict orders to watch Lofthouse, and he did, but in his own 
words he confessed “ but it was months before | got rid of 
the bruises I collected. I shall never forget it. I am not 
suggesting that Lofthouse was unfair. I had nothing to 
complain of, but the top and bottom of it was, | could not 
stop him.’ Mr. Sutcliffe was one of the first members of 
the International League Board, and drafted the first Rules. 
He was elected a Director of Burnley F.C. when the club 
was made into a limited liability company. 


It was Mr. Sutcliffe who moved the abolition of the 
Test matches. 


Mr. Sutcliffe is in his 30th year as a member 
of The Football League, and for many years he 
has not only revised and selected the referees and linesmen 
and made the draft appointments, but has also made the 
fixtures of The Football League and the Central League. 


Prior to becoming a legislator, Mr. Sutcliffe was. a 
referee for several years, he was a Football League Referee 
and for four successive years he officiated in every Inter- 
national match in which England did not take part. 
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Like all other referees, Mr. Sutcliffe had his ‘‘ exper- 
iences,’ it even being alleged that in a memorable match 
Sunderland v. Small Heath (now Birmingham) he 
‘escaped’ from the ground dressed as a policeman. 


In September, 1896, Mr. Sutcliffe refereed the League 
match Rovers v. Liverpool at Ewood Park, and had the 
temerity to disallow six goals. Later in the game the 
Rovers scored a good goal which won the match. 


Mr. Sutcliffe was one of the founders of the Referees’ 
Union, and was its first President, and when he resigned in 
1913 he was presented with a gold watch. 


Along with Mr. T. H Sidney, of Wolverhampton, Mr: 
Sutcliffe took up the case of The Football League v. The 
Football Association with reference to the “‘ retain and 
transfer system ’’ of professionals, with the result that The 
F.A. changed its attitude on that matter. 


Mr. Sutcliffe also professionally represented The 
Football League in the action H. C. Kingaby v. Aston Villa, 
which case established the legality of the retain and transfer 
system, he also represented Mr. P. Kelso, Manager of 
Fulham F.C. in the action brought against him by Mr. F. A. 
Charrington for an assault alleged to have been committed 
on the Fulham ground when Mr. Charrington was decrying 
wartime football. 


Mr. Sutcliffe was also engaged in the famous West 
Trials which took place at the Royal Courts of Justice in 
1917 and 1918, arising from the ** squared "’ match between 
Manchester United and Liverpool, played at Manchester on 
Good Friday of 1915. 


Space will not allow us to dwell on the travelling ex- 
ploits of The President, When he is not rushing midnight or 
early morning to London, Birmingham or Scotland by rail, 
he is either in his office or speeding by road to Court work 
or in attendance at L.F.A. meetings. 


During Season 1926-27 Mr. Sutcliffe actually attended 
all possible (58) meetings of the Lancashire F.A. in addition 
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to which there were many interviews and consultations with 
the Association Secretary, various Dinners, Cup Pre- 
sentations, etc. 


During the War the Lancashire F-A. lost many of its 
valued leaders, and the resumption of the game in 1919 saw 
Mr. John Lewis in command as President. It is no secret 
that the successful work of reconstruction was initiated, 
guided and developed by the present President. It was 
during that period that Mr. Sutcliffe formulated an emer- 
gency Lancashire Cup Competition, which was so successful 
that it not merely gave back to the Association all that had 
been lost during the War period, but it gave the Association 
the greatest balance it had ever had, so much so, that five 
years afterwards the Shylocks of Income Tax Authorities 
demanded their pound of flesh, and got it. 


The possession of ample funds enabled the Association 
to not only buy its own premises, but also to give that 
necessary assistance to all classes of football which pre- 
viously it had not been able to help. 

When Mr. J. Lewis was suddenly called to join the 
‘* great majority ’’ in January of 1926, the members of the 
L.F.A. Council unanimously elected Mr. Sutcliffe President 
of the Association. No other man was thought of, even 
though there were others with longer years of service. 


The Association has grown enormously in its member- 
ship, in its comprehensive work, in its activities for School 
boy, Minor, Junior, Intermediate and Senior Foot- 
ball. The increased work and changed conditions de- 
manded—and still demands—a man of courage, daring,, 
long experience, breadth of view, tactful and tolerant, not 
merely to be the President, but to act as leader, chairman, 
guide, counsellor and friend, and the occasion found the 
man—fitted—gifted—and willing to serve. 

The destinies of the Association are safe in the hands 


of Our President, Charles E. Sutcliffe. 
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CHAPTER: ViIIL=THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE. 


If we were writing a full history of football the Com- 
petition provided by lhe Football League would form an 
important part, for it is the greatest competition in the 
' game. Formed on /7th April, 1888, The Football League 
at first consisted of 12 Clubs of which Accrington, Black- 
burn Rovers, Bolton Wanderers, Bumlay, Everton and 
Preston North End were in membership. At the time this 
record was penned, Blackburn Rovers, Burnley, Bury, 
Everton, Liverpool and Manchester United are in the 
First Division, Blackpool, *Manchester City, Oldham 
Athletic and Preston North End in the Second, and 
Accrington Stanley, Barrow, Nelson, Rochdale, Southport 
and Wigan Borough in the Third. 


The Football League was formed at Manchester after a 
preliminary Meeting in London, and has throughout its 
existence had a large Lancashire favour—both in its com- 
position, government, and the spirit with which it was con- 
ducted. For the first 3 seasons the League comprised 12 
Clubs, but in season 1891-92, 2 Clubs were added, and ‘in 
1892-93 another 2. The constitution remained at 16 until 
1898-99, when the Clubs were increased to 18, and the 
further increases were to 20 for season 1905-06, and to 22 
when League football was resumed after the war for season 
1919-20. The latest increase was due to the memorable 
“squared game,’’ and allowed Chelsea to be re-elected, 
good fortune also falling the way of The Arsenal Club. 


At the end of season 1897-98 The Football League 
scrapped the test matches. Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe proposed 


* Manchester City won promotion to Division I. in May, 1928. 
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the abolition, and the League substituted the principle of 
promotion and relegation, 


The Second Division was formed in 1892-93 with 12 
Clubs, increased to 15 the following season, to 16 in 1894- 
95, to 18 in 1898-99, after which increases were made as 
in the First Division. 


The Third Division (Southern Section), commenced 
operations in 1920-21 with 22 Clubs, but the Northern Sec- 
tion was not included until the following season, starting 
with 20 Clubs and increased to 22 for season 1923-24. The 
Football League now practically covers England and Wales 
from North to South and East to West. Providing as it does 
a full season’s Competition it is the financial backbone of 
the Clubs. The Lancashire Clubs have kept pace with the 
growth of the game in a way that few Counties can boast of. 
All the First and Second Division Clubs grounds have been 
rebuilt, with the result that most of them have found favour 
for representative games. Records have been set up at 
various grounds, notably Everton, Manchester United, and 
Burnley, for the latter Club provided a record for The Foot. 
ball League Inter-League game, and for attendance at a 
Football Association trial game. Blackpool is the favoured 
resort for the Amateurs, and their enterprise is sure to 
command further honours. 


In the Managerial side of The League there have only 
keen 3 Presidents, the late Mr. W. McGregor, the late Mr. 
J. J. Bentley and Mr. J. McKenna. Amongst the early 
members of the Management Committee were Mr. R. Moly- 
neux (Everton) and Mr. J. Parlby (Manchester City). The 
late Mr. J. Lewis received a League long service medal, 
and Dr. Baxter (Everton) was a member of the Committee 
of Management for several years. Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe is the 
senior member of the Management Committee and a Vice- 
President, whilst Mr. T. A. Barcroft and Mr. W. C. Cuff 
have joined the Committee more recently. The long 


record of Mr. McKenna and Mr. Sutcliffe testify to the 
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HISTORY OF 


assistance Lancashire has given to The Football League. It 
is only necessary to add that Mr. T. Charnley, the Secretary, 
who has acted as such for twenty-six years, is a Lancashire 
man, and the Offices of The League are situate at Preston 
in Lancashire. 


LANCASHIRE CLUBS WHO HAVE WON THE 
FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIPS. 


1888-89. 
1889-90. 
1890-91. 
1900-01. 
1905-06. 
1907-08. 
1910-11. 
1911-12. 
1913-14. 
1914-15. 
1920-21. 
1921-22. 
1922-23. 
1927-28. 


Division 1. 


Preston North End. 1693-94. 
Preston North End. 1894-95. 


Everton. 1€95-96. 
Liverpool. 1897-98. 
Liverpool. 1898-99. 


Manchester United 1902-03. 
Manchester United 1903-04. 
Blackburn Rovers. 1904-05. 
Blackburn Rovers. 1908-09. 


Everton. 1909-10. 
Burnley. 1912-13. 
Liverpool. 1927-28. 
Liverpool. . 
Everton. 


Division 2. 


Liverpool. 

Bury. 

Liverpool. 
Burnley. 
Manchester City. 
Manchester City. 
Preston North End. 
Liverpool. 

Bolton Wanderers. 
Manchester City. 
Preston North End 


Manchester City, 
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The following Lancashire Clubs have won The F.A. 


Cup == 
1882-83. 


1883-84. 
~ 1884-85. 
1885-86. 
1888-89. 
1889-90. 


1890-91. 


Blackburn Olympic beat Old Etonians 2—1, 


after an extra half-hour at the Oval. 


Blackburn Rovers beat Queen’s Park (Glasgow) 
Z—| at the Oval. 


Blackburn Rovers beat Queen’s Park (Glasgow) 
2—0 at the Oval. 


Blackburn Rovers beat West Bromwich Albion 
2—0 at Derby, after a draw 0—0 at the Oval. 


Preston North End_ beat Wolverhampton 
Wanderers 3—0 at the Oval. 


Blackburn Rovers beat Sheffield Wednesday 
6—I at the Oval. 


Blackburn Rovers beat Notts County 3—I1 at 
the Oval. 


1899-1900. Bury beat Southampton 4—0 at the Crystal 


1902-03. 


1903-04. 


1905-06. 


1908-09. 


1913-14. 


1922-23. 


1925-26. 


1927-28. 


Palace. 
Bury beat Derby County 6—0 at the Crystal 
Palace. 
Manchester City beat Bolton Wanderers !—0 
at Crystal Palace. 
Everton beat Newcastle United I—O at the 
Crystal Palace. 
Manchester United beat Bristol City I]—0 at 
the Crystal Palace. 
Burnley beat Liverpool I—O at the Crystal 
Palace. 
Bolton Wanderers beat West Ham United 2—0 
at Wembley. 
Bolton Wanderers beat Manchester City I1—0 
at Wembley. 
Blackburn Rovers beat Huddersfield Town 


3—I1 at Wembley. 
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THE LANCASHIRE JUNIOR CUP. 
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CHAPTER IX.=—THE JUNIOR: (CUP, 


Its inception. Bell’s Temperance First Winners. Table 

Rappings. Turton’s Record. Other Winners. Lancaster 

Town’s remarkable experiences. Skerton records. ‘‘Gate’’ 

Receipts. Rivalry of non-Lancashire Combination Clubs to 
defeat their ‘‘ peers.”’ 


LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 
JUNIOR CUP COMPETITION. 


HIS Competition was established in 1885, because 

of the rapid growth of the game at that period, and 

also because the entries for the Lancashire Cup 
(Senior) Competition were so very numerous. 


To use a very common expression the Junior Cup Com- 
petition “‘caught on,’ no doubt many Clubs felt that at any 
rate they had a reasonable chance of success, whereas pre- 
viously they were pitted against superior Clubs in the Semor 
tourney. 


Bell’s Temperance F.C., now a defunct Club, were 
not only the first winners of the Junior Cup, but they won 
it the first two Seasons it was played for, and the L.F.A. 
Executive, as it was then called, decided that Bell’s Tem- 
perance should be classified for the Senior Competition, 
When the Draw for the latter was made they were drawn to 
play Bolton Wanderers at Pike’s Lane. ‘There was great 
enthusiasm in the Bell’s Camp—great preparations and 
great expectations—indeed on the eve of the match a 
number of Bell’s Temperance supporters endeavoured to 
ascertain the result by means of table rapping, and the 
ceremony performed with due solemnity brought the joyful 
intelligence that they had to win by one goal to none. 
whereas in truth and in fact they actually lost the match 
the next day by ten goals to none. 
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Turton F.C., also now unfortunately defunct, was the 
earliest Lancashire Club to take up “Soccer "’ football, at 
any rate so far back as 1872 the Club had adopted the 
Harrow Rules, which are referred to elsewhere. Turton 
F.C. won the Junior Cup on four occasions, Chorley F.C. 
having won it three times, and the following Clubs have 
won it twice each :— 


Bell's Temperance. Heywood. 
Blackpool. Skerton. 
Earlestown. Morecambe. 


and the following having won the Cup once each :— 


Accrington Stanley. Horwich R.M.I. 
Bacup. Lytham. 

Blackburn Park Road. Nelson. 

Bury. New Brighton. 
Clitheroe. Rochdale. 

Colne Rossendale United. 
Croston, Runcorn, 5 
Fleetwood. Skelmersdale United. 
Hapton. Southport. 

Kearsley. Oswaldtwistle. 


Lancaster Town. 


The Cup has therefore been won on forty occasions. 


Lancaster Town have the remarkable experience of 
playing the following four Finals, and being beaten each 
time :— 


1906-07 Beaten by Earlstown 3—I, after a drawn game 
of {l= 


1908-09 Beaten by Chorley 4—2. 
1919-20 Beaten by Southport I—0. 
1926-27 Beaten by Morecambe |—0. 
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But at t eir fifth attempt on 28th January, 1928, they 
achieved their ambition,/and thus became holders of the 
Cup in the Jubilée-Year of the Association. 


Skerton F.C. have a record of being in the Junior Cup 
Final Tie four consecutive Seasons, viz., 1895-96 and 1896- 
97, when they were beaten, and 1897-98 and 1898-99, when 
they won. The Skerton F.C., | think, hold another record 
in that they had in 1895-96 to meet four times to decide 
their Semi-Final Tie v. Haydock. The first match was a 
draw I—1, the late John Lewis being the Referee. The 
second match had to be abandoned at half-time through 
a violent storm, the Referee being Mr. R. Watson, The 
third match with a draw at the end of 90 minutes, and Mr. 
R. Watson, who again refereed, ordered an extra 30 
minutes play, and even then the match was a draw, a 
further 20 minutes were then played, and the score was 
still 2 goals each. The fourth meeting was on the Black- 
burn Rovers ground, when Skerton beat Haydock by 5 
goals to 3, the tussle having lasted six hours and 
five minutes. 


In the early years of the Competition the “ glory’ of 
winning the Cup was a greater concern than the financial 
return, and on a number of occasions Clubs have fought 
grimly, when the gross ‘gate’ receipts have been 
beggarly. 

On a number of occasions the receipts in Final Ties 
were round about £30, and if there was a £100 “* gate’ it 
was regarded as a great achievement. It is therefore of 
interest to note the following returns of Post-War Final 
Ties. 

1919-20. Lancaster Town v. Southport, at Lancaster. 
£340/1/10. 

1920-21. Accrington Stanley v. Chorley, at Ewood 
Park. £1,104/18/9. 

1921-22. Chorley v. New Brighton, at Deepdale, 
£517/19/1; re-play at Bolton, £690/17/4. 

1922-23. Croston v. Bacup Borough, at Deepdale. 
£235/14/2. 
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\ 1923-24. Chorley v. Barnoldswick Town, at Burnley. 
£275 4/8. 
1924-25. Tlorwich R.M.I. v. Atherton, at Chorley. 
£172/6/9._7 
1925-26. Chorley v. Morecambe, at Preston, £492/1/3 
replay at Bolton, £422/10/0; replay at Preston, £350/5/8. 


These figures are very satisfactory, and must make 
previous Finalists sigh with envy, when they remember the 
small amounts they shared. 


The Clubs belonging to the Lancashire Combination 
look upon the Junior Cup Competition as their own, and as 
a matter of fact the Competition is comprised almost en- 
tirely of such Clubs. There are, however, a number of 
outside Clubs, such as Adlington, Barrow Y.M.C.A., 
Breightmet United, Black Lane Rovers, Bootle, Bootle 
Celtic, Coppull Central, Horwich Central, Little Lever, 
Lytham, Portsmouth Rovers, Prescot, St. Helens Town, 
Skelmersdale United, Walsden United, and Ulverston 
Town, who regularly compete, and who occasionally, and 
very joyously, not only win an occasional round against 
Lancashire Combination Clubs, but who also win the Cup. 
That happened so recently as 1922-23, when Croston F.C., 
now defunct, but then playing in the West Lancashire 
League, went through the Competition. They beat Lan- 
caster Town in the Semi-Final Tie, and then beat Bacup 


Borough in the Final. 


The Junior Cup Ties have often given a new interest to 
a Club when its ordinary fixtures have begun to flag, it has 
given a zest to the players, and appealed to the competitive 
spirit of British sportsmen; such Ties have on a number of 
occasions brought players into the limelight, who would 
not have otherwise been seen. ‘The writer can name more 
than one present-day professional player who holds an F.A. 
Cup Final Medal, and also a Lancashire Junior Cup Final 
Medal. 


It will be a bad day for Senior football, if and when, 
Junior Cup Competitions cease to be played. 
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Lancashire\ Amateur Cup Competition. Matches in the 
early ‘‘ eighties.’ Clubs first drawn in Amateur Cup. 
Nine Blackbarn_ players in a Team ov. Leicestershire. 
Amateur players who have become famous. Past Cup 
Winners. Formation of Northern Counties Amateur 


Championship. 
LANCASHIRE AMATEUR CUP COMPETITION. 


The Lancashire F.A, has more Senior Professional 
Clubs in its Membership than any other County Associa- 
tion, and that fact has sometimes been used by certain 
critics who have felt that the claims of Amateur Football 
were overlooked or neglected. 


The work of the Association in 1878-84 was, however, 
entirely in the development of the game, and all players 
and Clubs were, of course, Amateurs, 


Sham amateurism (or Shamateurs) brought about a 
crisis, and there: was a big fight before The F.A. agreed 
to adopt the legalising of professionalism. 


The Lancashire F.A. took a prominent part and gave 
a strong lead in this agitation, after which, it naturally 
strove to make the new feature of the game a _ success. 
The increased popularity of football after the adoption of 
professionalism was truly remarkable, but the Association 
never at any time forgot the claims of the Amateur Clubs. 


In the early ‘eighties, County matches were played 
with Cheshire, Nottingham, Northumberland, Lincolnshire, 
Staffordshire and Sussex, even though the playing of such 
games resulted in a financial loss to the Association. In 
1892 it was felt that some steps should be taken to cater 
for the Amateur Clubs in other ways, and the Amateur Cup 
Competition was established. 
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The Draw for the First Round resulted as follows :— 


Birkdale South End v. Liverpool Casuals. 
Blackburn Etrurians v. Preston Teachers. 
Westhoughton Albion v. Higher Walton. 

Owens College v. Darwen Olympic. 

Eccles v. Astley Bridge Wanderers. 


Byes :—Lytham, Aintree Church and Castleton. 


The first winners of the Amateur Cup were Aintree 
Church, who beat Lytham by 3 goals to nil, the “ gate ”’ 
receipts being £1! 16s. 6d. and the expenses £13. 


The only present Member of The Lancashire F.A. 
who was connected with the promotion of the Competition 


is Mr. R. E, Lythgoe. 


In the second Season of the Competition additional 
Clubs joined who left their mark on the Cup records, 
Liverpool Police Athletic, Liverpool Ramblers and Liver- 
pool Leek, and in 1896 Old Xaverians became Competitors. 


Of the Clubs named Mr. E. A. Morton, J-P., is still 
connected with the Competition, being a co-opted Member 
of the Council and a Member of the Amateur Cup Com- 
mittee. Mr. R. Nelson, who was Secretary of the Liver- 
pool Police Athletic, is still a keen supporter of his Club, 
and is nearly always present at the Final Ties of the 
Competition. 

The standard of play had become very high hee the 
Great War intervened in 1914, and the Competition was 
at once withdrawn, and was not again played until1919-20. 


In some instances the players enligted en blot, and 
it can be imagined that there was considerable difficulty 
after the War in ascertaining what Clubs\were i in a position 
to resume. For a few Seasons following the Great Con- 
flict the play was not up to the usual standard of the\Com- 
petition, but gradually it has risen to its previouy ex- 
cellence. 

The number of players connected with the Competi 
tion who have turned professional is not large, but.some 
ot them have risen to the greatest heights possible. : 
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GEO. H. BARLOW. R. SHIPPERBOTTOM. 
Wigan Amateurs AEC, Old Boltonians A.E.C, 


H. P. HARDMAN. N. JONES. 
‘and Manchester United P.C. Aldermere ALEC, 
Council. 


Everton I.¢ 
Now a member of Lancs. | 
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E. ‘Naylor, who has “‘kept’’ for England, and 
played ee Oldham Athletic, Huddersfield Town and 
Everton, \was_ previously connected with Liverpool 
Balmoral, and through his displays in Amateur Cup Ties 
was selected to keep goal for Lancashire in several 
Amateur County games. 


Freeman, of Middlesbrough; Hanson, of Manchester 
United ;  Farrest, of Blackburn Rovers; all played in 
matches comnected with the Lancashire Amateur Cup 


Competition 


G. H. Barlow (Wigan Amateurs and Preston North 
End); H,/P. Hardman (Everton); J. E. Blair (Collegiate 
Old Boye. af Oldham Athletic); J. F. Mitchell (Man- 
chestér University, Blackpool, Preston North End and 
Marichester City); Roy Shipperbottom (Old Boltonians 
and Bolton Wanderers); Norman Jones (Aldermere and 
Manchester City); C. Moores (Crumpsall and Bury); GG. 
Menham (Northern Nomands and Everton); T, Parker 
(Stalybridge Celtic and Everton); Max Woosnam (Man- 
chester City), are men who have done great service to both 
Amateur and Professional Clubs, and yet retained their 


status as Amateurs. 


The Amateur Cup Competition was (with the ex- 
ception of two Seasons) always a great source of financial 
loss to the Association, from its inception until the 
Competition was held up in 1914, but since its resumption 
in 1919-20 the Final Ties have been most successful, 
several of them realising ** gates’’ of over £100 each, and 
the thanks of the Association are due to the Everton and 
Liverpool Clubs, who have so often allowed their grounds 
to be used for the Final Ties. 


Liverpool Police Athletic won the Cup five times, 
their last three victories being in 1922-23, 1923-24, 1924-25, 
Blackburn Etrurians, Preston Winckley, Ogdens Athletic, 
and Wigan Amateurs, each won the Cup twice in suc- 
cessive Seasons, and Blackburn Etrurians won the Cup 


four times in all. 
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ae LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 


The full list of winners is as follows :— 


/ 


1893-94 Aintree Church, 
94-95—Liverpool Police Athletic. 


95\96—Blackburn Etrurians. 
96-97—Liverpool Casuals. 


97-98—Liverpool Police Athletic. 


98-99—Blackburn Etrurians. 


99-1900—Blackburn Etrurians. 
1900-0/—Bury Atheneaum. 


01-02—Liverpool Casuals. 
02-03—Blackburn Cross _ Hill. 
03404—Lytham Institute. 


Yis5ta Bla ceive Etrurians. 
05-06—Fleetwood Amateurs. 
0 


6-07—Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 
07-08—Preston Winckley. 
08-09—Preston Winckley. 
09-10—Wigan Amateurs. 
10-11—Wigan Amateurs. 
11-12—Manchester South End. 
}2-13—Ogden’'s Athletic. 
13-14—Ogden’'s Athletic. 

14-15 

15-16 
16-17 \ sequence of the great 
17-18 | European War. 

18-19 

19-20—Manchesier University. 
20-2|—Liverpool University, 
21-22—Marine. 


Not played for in con- 


22-23—Liverpool Police Athletic. 
~ 23-24—Liverpool Police Athetic. 
24-25—Liverpool Police Athletic. 


25-26—Marine. 
26-27—Earle. 
Vizl8-caaby all 
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AMATEUR COUNTY MATCHES. 


Since 1900 many Counties have been met, including, 
Cheshire, Birmingham A.F.A., Cumberland, Leicester- 
shire, West Riding and London, but it is to be regretted 
that more interest has not been taken by the public. 

In 1910-11 Birmingham A.F.A. were entertained at 
Rochdale, the match being freely advertised in the Press 
and on the hoardings, and the necessary arrangements 
for Checkers, attendance of Police, etc., being duly made. 
‘The gross ‘‘ gate ’’ was £1 12s. 9d. 

In 1905 there were no less than seven players con 
nected with Blackburn Etrurians and Blackburn Cross Hill 
selected to play in an Amateur County Match v. Leicester- 
shire, and through injuries, etc-, nine Blackburn players 
actually played, the Team being :—F. Ward (Cross Hi: 
W. Hoghton (Etrurians), A. L. Bryham (Hesketh Park) ; 
H. Slater (Cross Hill), F. Walmsley, Captain, (Ete ans), 

R 


H. Woolfall (Cross Hill); W. Crabtree (Etrurians)/ a Gye 
Brandwood (Cross Hill), W. Nuttall (Etrurians), AH. C. A. 
Pratt (Old Xaverians), A. Dawson (Cross Hill). 

The County Matches v. West Riding F. played at 


Accrington in 1920-21, and at Lancaster in 1922-23 and in 
1924-25, were well supported, and were very fine ex- 
hibitions. 
A stimulus to Amateur Football was gi fen irae 925¢ 
when the Northern Counties Amateur olerae onship was 
formed, the Competition comprising the \following 
Associations :—Cumberland, Cheshire, East \Riding, 
Lancashire, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield and Hallam- 
shire and West Riding. \ 
The obstacles in the way were at first very sonal der: 


able, but thanks to Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe, who was then 


Deputy-President, in the absence of the late Mr. J. Lewis, \ 


a constitution was agreed upon and the Competition duly 
formed. 

The Competition is on the knock-out principle, and 
the first winners were Cheshire County F.A. 
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The Lancashire F.A. provided the trophy for the Com- 
petition, and, as will be seen from the photograph shown 
on page 88, it is unique in character, being a silver ball 


mounted on a miniature field, with goal posts also in 
silver. 


The President of Lancashire F.A., despite his many 
connections with, professional organisations, takes a lively 
interest in all the\ arrangements and matches of the 
Amateur Cup, and of Amateur County matches, and he 
has the loyal co-operation and support of the following 
Council Members of the Amateur Cup Committee :— 
Messrs. T, Laithwaite, PE. Campbell, J. Pavlos oF. 
Morris, J. Kenny, W./J. Sawyer, J. W. Haworth and 
E. A. Morton, J.P., together with the co-opted Members: 
Messrs. S. E. yest J. H. Scroggie. 
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THE LANCASHIRE JUNIOR CHALLENGE 
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CHAPTER: XI. 
THE LANCASHIRE JUNIOR SHIELD COMPETITION. 


Its inception. The first Winners. Record ‘“‘ gate’’ in 
1922-23. How the Finalists have benefited, and how 


___ competing Teams are assisted, 


= 


Pe 


The Junior Shield Competition was instituted in 1906. 
It was proposed by the late Mr. John James Haworth, a 
Turton worthy, who served \on The Lancashire F.A. 
Council from 190] until he a 1909. 


The object of the Shield Competition was to partly 
relieve the Junior Cup Competition from too big an entry, 
no less than 70 Clubs having entered for the Junior Cup 
in 1906, and therefore a further Competition was necessary 
in which the Clubs would more or less have a reasonable 
chance of success, The Shield was competed for by 39 
Clubs in 1906-07, when the Finalists were Hindley Green 
and Hindley Central, the gross receipts being £17 10s. 10d. 


In 1922-23, when Atherton Collieries and Barnolds- 
wick Town played in the Final Tie at Burnden Park, the 
gross receipts were £205 9s. 6d., which is a record for 
the Competition. 


It is not generally known that The Lancashire F.A. 
does not benefit one penny from the Shield Competition. 
The Clubs in the Final Tie receive the entire “‘ gate’’ 
receipts after the Tax, ground and advertising expenses 
have been paid. The 38 Clubs who have played in the 
Shield Final Ties have shared a total of £772 Is. Id. 


When a Final Tie has resulted in a financial loss, 
Grants of £10 to each Club have been made from the 
Association Funds. 
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Seven Shield Final Ties have been played at Burnden 
Park ground, which is generally a very convenient centre, 
no doubt the fact that there are more entries from Bolton 
and District than from any other area has conduced to the 
success of the Bolton Clubs, and of the Competition. 


The players who take part in the Final Tie all receive 
gold medals, which are paid for out of the Association's 
Funds. Clubs who fail to reach the Final Tie have the 
right to ask the Association to make good any loss sus- 
tained in playing in the Competition, and each Season 
between £20 to £30 is paid to the Clubs who so apply. 


If you really want to see an exciting football match, a 
game with 22 triers, with each team pau by its 
‘fans,’ to see a real demonstration of Club partisanship 
and of abounding enthusiasm, then gee should visit a 
Lancashire Junior Shield Final Tie ; any rate the 

Ae parts of Eng- 


land have often been seen at thesé gatherings, and a 


representatives (or scouts) of Clubs fro 


number of players have thereby ye their entry to Senior 


Football. 
The average entry for of Competition is 100, but 


there is no reason why that number should not be ex- 
ceeded. The Clubs are drawn\in geographical groups in 
the early rounds, and therefore it is only in the later stages 
of the Competition that the Clubs pave to travel beyond 


their local areas. BSS 


The Shield was not played for during Seasons 1915-16, _ 
1916-17 and 1917-18, because of the Great War. 
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CHARTERS: Xl 


CHRONOLOGICAL EVENTS. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION, WHICH 
SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES, 1878-1889. 


APRIL 26TH, 1879. 
Unanimously resolved, ‘ That a Challenge Cup be 
bought.” 


JUNE I4rn, 1879. 


Resolved, \\’ That the Manchester and County Bank, 
and its ae be the Bankers for the Association.’’ 


79. 
Resolved fo apply to The F.A. for membership. 


AUGUST I6TH, | 


Read letter from T,. Eastwood, Secretary to Black- 
burn Royérs, informing the Committee that Richard 
Birtwistle would represent his Club in future in place of 
John/ Lewis.” 

/ First Draw for the Lancashire Cup made at the 
i. Coffee Tavern,’ Darwen Street, Blackburn. 


SEPTEMBER 6TH, 1879. 

First Annual Meeting. The Report contained the fol- 
lowing:— ‘From the Balance Sheet it appeared that 
£77 |2s. Ild. had been received by the Association from 
all sources, whilst the expenditure amounted to £84 5s. 7d., 
which, with amounts still owing, amounting to say 
£3 7s. 7d., showed a clear loss of £10 on the year’s work- 
ings. The Balance Sheet, which was signed by J. 
Mangnall (Eagley) and F. Y. Singleton (Darwen Rangers) 
as the Auditors, was then put to the Meeting and passed.” 


The Second Annual Meeting reported a balance of 
£14 18s. 5d, 
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OctoBerR 22ND, 1879. 


W. Forrest and T. Dixon promised £5 each, R. Green 
promised £1 and T. Hindle promised £10 towards the cost 
of the Lancashire Cup. 


NOVEMBER 22ND, 1879. 


T. Duxbury moved, and R. Birtwistle seconded, 
“That a representative of the Association be chosen to 
represent Lancashire on the Committee of The F.A.,’” but 
after a short discussion an amendment was proposed, 
“That this be not entertained until such times as_ the 
Association can afford to pay: expenses of a representa- 
tive.” The amendment was carried. — 


However, on April 2Ist, 1880, it was “ Resolved that 
the Secretary represent the Association on /The F. A. in 
London.”’ oe 


FEBRUARY 14TH, 1880. 


Design of Lancashire Cup accepted and approved. 
The design of Monk Bros., Bolton, was accepted, the 
price being £118, and the weight of the Cup 170-180ozs., 


later the cost was increased to £160. 


Mr, T. Hindle, in tendering his second annual report 
on September 4th, |1880, also tendered his resignation, 
whereupon the Committee accepted the report withthe 
exception of the reference to the Secretary's resignation, — 
and Mr. Hindle was asked to retire. Upon being recalled 
to the room he was informed, ‘* That he (Mr. Hindle) had 
been re-appointed Hon. Secretary to the Association, and 
that at the end of the Season (1880-81) he be allowed £39 
for his private expenses, should there be funds sufficient to 
pay him with.”’ The Secretary accepted the office for 
another Season at their request, but the £30 was not paid, 
as the Association sustained a loss that Season. 


NovemsBer 15TH, 1880. 


Protest made by Everton F.C, against the win claimed 
by Great Lever, on the ground that the Referee was a 
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Member of the Great Lever Club, and was therefore 
biased in their favour. 


The protest was sustained and the match “ ordered to 
be played over.”’ 

On December IIth, 1880, Mr. T. Hindle again ten- 
dered his resignation because of adverse criticism by Black- 
burn Rovers and Darwen, and also by certain Members 
of the Association Committee, but he was prevailed upon 
to withdraw his resignation. 


~ «JANUARY 8TH, 1881. 


Reported, “That the funds of the Association are 
very low, \ and considered ** what steps to take to get an 
\ v? 
overdraft at the Bank. 


“Mr. Bury kindly offered to lend the Association 
£50,’ and ‘/ his kind offer was accepted with thanks.” 


May 3rpb, 1881. 


‘* Letter from Blackburn Rovers resigning as Members 
of the Association, and after some discussion it was re- 
solved’ that the Secretary send a formal acceptance of 


same. 
why 28TH, 1881. 
ra Resolved, ‘That Clubs, Members of the Association, 


be requested not to arrange any fixtures with Blackburn 
Rovers for this Season.”’ 


May 287TH, 1881. 
Mr. T. Hindle was again elected Secretary. 
JUNE 18TH, 1881]. 


‘* Letter from Blackburn Rovers applying to rejoin 
the Association,’ the Club having sent the following letter, 
‘That a proposition be made to the Lancashire F.A. to 
let bygones be bygones, to rejoin the Association, and to 
do all in our power to assist in carrying out its Rules in the 
interests of the County.” 
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After a short discussion it was unanimously decided 
“that the Rovers be re-admitted, and that all bygones be 
bygones.” 


In January and February, 1880, Blackburn Rovers had 
a prolonged dispute with Turton over a Lancashire Cup 
Tie, there was protest and counter protest, at one meet- 
ing the ‘‘ matter was discussed in all its phases,’’ the dis- 
cussion lasting one hour and a half.’’ 


The Rovers were evidently dissatisfied, for on Feb- 
ruary 6th, |1880, it was reported, *‘ Letter was read fro 
Blackburn Rovers stating that unless the decision of the 
Committee in regard to the Turton protest is rescindé¢d, 
they (the Rovers) would not permit the use of their ground 


for the match v. London.”’ 
It was resolved that the Association Secretary should 


meet the Rovers and explain the position. evidence 
of the length of the meeting we read, * The Secretary 
be allowed a cab home in consequence of th¢re being no 
trains.” 


JUNE 30TH, 1881. 


Arrangements sanctioned for an “‘ over-draft of aus 


OcToOBER 6TH, 1881. 
Darwen F.C, withdrew from The L.F.A. Cup Cow 


petition because of the dispute with Blackburn Rovers. 


Marcu 14TH, 1882. 
It was reported that Mr. Hindle had definitely de- 


clined to continue as Secretary. It was thereupon decided 
to advertise in the ‘‘ Athletic News "’ and in the Bolton and 
Darwen papers for a Secretary, the salary to be £50. 


May 15TH, 1882. 


Eighteen applications for the post of Secretary were 
considered, and the Committee having heard the letters 
of application proceeded to vote; ten were eliminated 
on the first vote, and four more were struck out on a 
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second vote, leaving J. J. Bentley, Bolton ; J. Norburn, 
Bolton; T. Heald, Accrington; and R,. P. Gregson, 
Blackburn, to be further voted upon, and the latter was 
recommended for appointment. 


At the Annual Meeting on 27th May, 1882, the Sub- 
Committee’s Report was disagreed with, and the follow- 
ing were nominated for the Secretaryship :—Messrs. J. J. 
Bentley, W. Bramham, T. Heald and R. P. Gregson, and 
after Mr. Bramham and Mr. Heald had been eliminated 
the final vote was taken, when 32 voted for Mr. Gregson 
and 13 for Mr. Bentley, and therefore Mr. Gregson secured 
the appointment. 


OcToBER 23RD, 1882. 
Meeting at ‘* White Bull,”’ Blackburn. “‘ There being 


. 79 
no quorum, no business was done. 


DECEMBER 13TH, 1882. 

Mr. T. Hindle was presented with an illuminated 
address signed by the President, Lord Hartington, and 
the Vice-Presidents of the Association, also presented with 
a gold watch, guard and locket, and a cheque for £36. 


APRIL 6TH, 1883. 


** That the Committee of The Lancashire F.A. tender 
their hearty congratulations to the Blackburn Olympic 
Football Club on their success in winning The Football 
Association Challenge Cup. By the victory they have done 
honour to themselves as well as to the County.” 


APRIL Ist, 11884. 


‘“The Secretary was instructed to tender the con- 


gratulations of the Committee to the Blackburn Rovers on ‘* 


the occasion of their winning The F.A. Challenge Cup.”’ 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1885. 


Blackburn Rovers F.C. congratulated on again winning 


The F.A,. Cup. 
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Minute from the Annual Meeting held at Blackburn 
in April, 1886:—‘** An elderly gentleman from Chipping 
attended to represent the club of that place. Last year, he 
said, it appeared that the Association objected to clubs 
going to their ground to play, through being so far from 
the railway. He was deputed to say that clubs coming to 
play would be met by a pair of horses and a wagonette at 
Longridge, and conveyed to and from Chipping at railway 
rates. The Chairman, Mr. Forrest, said the objection 
would be withdrawn after the generous offer which had 
been made.”’ 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1886. 
Blackburn Rovers F.C. congratulated on again winning 
The F.A. Cup, which feat they had accomplished three 


seasons in succession. 


1886 ONWARD. 


Many County matches were played—professional 
players taking part against such teams as :—Dumbarton- 


shire, Staffordshire ,Nottinghamshire, North Wales, Ulster, 


Northumberland, Lincolnshire and Birmingham. 


1886 To 1900. 


Most of the work—causing innumerable long meetings 
—was that of dealing with protests and counter protests. 


Preston North End refused to play in a Lancashire 
Cup Tie at Blackburn in 1888, because “* of the attitude of 
the Blackburn spectators on a previous occasion.” 


On April 23rd, 1888, Preston North End were sus- 
pended to December 31st, 1888, and the facts reported to 
The F.A. 


On May 3rd, 1888, it was reported that The F.A. had 
refused to endorse North End's suspension, which re- 
sulted in not only The Lancashire F.A. altering their Rules 
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to state, ‘‘ No Club shall be allowed to ‘scratch’ in the 
Semi-Final or Final Ties,’’ but The F.A, also made the 


same revision of their Rules. 


The Revision of Rules was evidently a matter of 
great care in the ‘eighties, for we find that a Rules Re- 
vision Committee had the following meetings:—Met at 
Blackpool on IIth August, 1888, sat four hours, and ad- 
journed, Met at Wigan on 4th August, 1888, and sat 
three hours, and adjourned. Met at Blackburn on 15th 
August, 1888, and sat for two hours, 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1889, 


Preston North End F.C. congratulated on winning The 
PA. Cup: 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1890. 


Blackburn Rovers F.C. congratulated on winning The 
F.A. Cup for the fourth time. 


ANNUAL MEETING, 1891. 


Blackburn Rovers F.C. congratulated on winning The 
F.A. Cup for the fifth time. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


FURTHER EXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION, 
1889—1920. 


January 31st, 1889. 


South Shore F.C. were responsible for a Rule being 
inserted in The F.A. Cup Rules. They had joined The 
F.A. Cup Competition and were drawn to meet Chatham, 
who entertained them on a public field where no “ gate”’ 
money could be charged. 


The South Shore F.C. complained to The Lancashire 
F.A., and the latter sent a resolution to The F.A. stating, 
“A Club not having an enclosed ground where “* gate ”’ 
money may be taken should play on its opponents’ ground.”’ 


AucustT 21st, 1891. ° 


Bury F.C. promoted from the Junior Cup Competition 
to the Senior Cup Competition, and Liverpool was _ ad- 
mitted to it the following year. 


OcrToserR Ist, 1891. 


‘The President (Mr. W. Forrest) was presented with 
a pair of white gloves as there had not been any protests 
in the Ist Round of the Lancashire Cup Competition, 


Marcu, 1893. 
Bury v. BOLTON WANDERERS. LANCASHIRE Cup TIE. 


Bury F.C. reported for the crowd encroaching, 
and in defence stated this was their largest “* gate,”’ 14,700 
paid for admission. The match was ordered to be re- 
played at Bolton. 


3RD JULy, 1893. 


Amateur Cup Competition Rules approved. 
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JANUARY, 1895, 

A circular issued to all clubs re ** growing number of 
players being reported for misconduct,’’ and asking for 
“co-operation in stopping this ungentlemanly and un- 
sportsmanlike conduct.’’ 

Notices to be posted in dressing rooms, etc, 

In 1895 Manchester City played a second team in a 
Lancashire Cup Tie, with the result that at the subsequent 
Annual Meeting the following was added to the Lancashire 
Cup Rules: ‘* A Club must play it’s full strength in all Cup 
Tiesar 


May I1TH, 1896. 
A sum ‘of £25 was voted for the purpose of a Wed- 
ding Present for Mr, T. Hindle. 


SEPTEMBER 23RD, 1896. 

Consent given for Manchester and District F.A. to be- 
come afhliated to The F.A. 
1899. 

Medal Competitions established, and the L.F.A. held 


several meetings dealing with their sanction and control. 


L..F.A. celebrated its 2Ist Anniversary at the Saddle 
Hotel, Bolton. on September 28th, 1899, when the Exe- 


cutive had a Dinner. 


1900. 
Bury F.C. congratulated on winning The F.A. Cup. 


Marcu Ist, 1901. 

Accrington Stanley suspended until they “ fixed 
the blame ’’ in connection with the “ gate’’ receipts of a 
Junior Cup Second Round Tie having been tampered 
with. 

It was proved “‘ that at least £5 19s. Od. had been im- 
properly retained.”’ 

Eventually four persons were named, and they were 
suspended, one for five years, and three for two years 
each, and the suspension on the Club was removed. 
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On April 30th, 1901, the L.F.A. attempted to amalga- 
mate the Lancashire League and Lancashire Combination, 
and tabled a scheme with the clubs in two divisions, North 
and South. 

The Lancashire Combination, however, rejected the 
scheme. 


1902-3. 


Bury F.C. congratulated on again winning The F.A. 
Cup. 


1903-04. 
Manchester City F.C. congratulated on winning The 
F.A. Cup: 


May 18TH, 1904. 


A. H. Downs, Secretary of Lancashire Combination, 
elected an Hon. Auditor of the Association. 


May 24TH, 1905. 
Long Service Medals presented to :— 
D. B. Woolfall, 24 years’ service. 
T. Hindle, 27 years’ service. 
T. Duxbury, 27 years’ service. 
J. S. Roscow, 21 years’ service. 
J. J. Cooper, 21 years’ service. 
R. P. Gregson, 23 years’ service. 
(Secretary). 


Aucust 22Npb, 1905. 
Model Rules drawn up for the government and control 


of Leagues. 


May 23rp, 1906. 
Everton F.C. congratulated on winning The F.A. Cup. 
Lancashire Junior Shield Competition established. 


May 91TH, 1907. 
A Referee fined 5s. and suspended two months for 
allowing an Everton player to remain on the field after he 


had been ordered off. 
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SEPTEMBER I8TH, 1907. 
Presentation to R, P, Gregson in recognition of twenty- 


five years’ service. 


After a Meeting of the Council held at the Saddle Hotel, 
Bolton, on September |8th, 1907, a presentation was made 
to Mr. Gregson. 120 Clubs and Leagues were represented. 


Fesruary, 1908. 


A Commission held with reference to the serious 
financial position of Barrow F.C, 


FEBRUARY, 1908. 

Mr. J. Kenny reported Stalybridge Rovers for foul 
language by Club Officials after a match played v. Nelson 
on 15th February, 1908, and he also reported that for a 
time they refused to pay him his fee. 


Four ot the Officials were each suspended for 7 weeks. 
and the incident caused a recommendation to be made 
that in future Clubs must take the Officials’ fees to them in 
the dressing room. 


JUNE Ist, 1908. 


Presentation to Mr, F. Hargreaves (then Assistant to 
R. P. Gregson) on the occasion of his marriage. 


SEPTEMBER, 1908. 


Clubs and Leagues again circularised, calling attention 
to the large number of players reported, and intimating 
that ‘‘ the Association is determined to stamp out improper 
conduct and dirty play.’’ 


May 6TH, 11909. 


Great increase in the work of the Association reported 
at the Annual Meeting. 


May 6TH, 1909. 


J. Lewis completed 21 years’ service and presented 


with his Long Service Medal. 


Manchester United congratulated on having won The 
F.A. Cup. 
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May 4TH, 1910. 
F. Hargreaves appointed Registrar of Referees in place 
of Mr. J. T. Howcroft who had resigned. 


OctToserR 25TH, 1910. 

As Mr. R. P. Gregson had given up his studio in 
Blackburn, it was necessary for the Association to secure 
ofhces. Rooms at 42, Ainsworth Street, Blackburn, were 
secured. 


APRIL 3rD, 1911. 
R. P. Gregson resigned. 


APRIL IITH, 1911. 

Messrs. D. B. Woolfall, J. J. Cooper, J. S. Roscow, 
J. J. Bentley, J. Lewis, W. E. Ord, T. Hindle, J. McKenna, 
and C. E. Sutcliffe, appointed to deal with the appointment 
of a new Secretary. 


APRIL 26TH, 1911. 

The Sub-Committee recommended F. Hargreaves be 
appointed Secretary, and the recommendation was un- 
animously endorsed by the Council. 


SEPTEMBER, 1912. 
Death of Tom Houghton, of Preston. 


Ocroser 9TH, 1912. 

Burnley F.C. written to for “ alleged not trying ”’ in 
Lancashire Cup Competition. 

Bolton Wanderers reported for unsatisfactory advertis- 
ing. 

Bury, Liverpool, Manchester City, Manchester United, 
and Preston North End, for playing weak teams. 

City were fined twenty guineas, Bolton fined fifteen 
guineas, and the explanations from the other Clubs 


accepted. 
May 2Isr, 1913, 


Messrs. W. A. Duckworth, R. E. Lythgoe, and R. 
Watson presented with Long Service Medals. 
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JUNE 25TH, 1913. 

Reported that Darwen F.C, had not joined the Junior 
Cup Competition, it was decided to inform the Club that 
unless they competed, objection would be taken to their 
playing in The F.A. Cup Competition. 


January, 1914. 
Death of H. S. Hamer, of Bury, Hon. Auditor of the 


Association since 1904. 


January, 1914. 


T. Charnley, Secretary of The Football League, elected 
as Hon. Auditor of The Association. 


APRIL 9TH, 1914. 


Instructions given for a junior player at Darwen to be 
prosecuted by a referee who had been assaulted in a 
Darwen Medal Competition match. The defendant was 


fined 20/- and costs. 


May 16TH, 1914. 

Unusual interest was taken in the Annual Meeting held 
at Blackpool, there being opposition to the divisional mem- 
bers in six out of the eight divisions, and the voting was 
very even. Mr. T. Laithwaite not only headed the poll 
for Division 7, but the whole of the 133 Clubs and Leagues 
at the Meeting voted for him. 

Burnley F.C. congratulated on winning The F.A. Cup. 


Aucust 4TH, 1914. 
Commencement of the Great War. 


SEPTEMBER 2ND, 1914. 
Letter from Manchester United suggesting that football 
grounds be offered for Military drilling, etc. 


SEPTEMBER 8TH, 1914. 

The Lancashire F.A. circularised all Clubs and 
Leagues, asking for co-operation in recruiting and for foot- 
ball grounds to be used for Military purposes. 
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SEPTEMBER AND OctToser, 1914. 


44 Clubs and 7 Leagues intimated they had ceased 
playing consequent upon the enlistment of players. 


NOVEMBER AND Decemser, 1914. 


‘Three more Leagues and 30 Clubs announced that they 
had suspended operations. 


Marcu 0rH, 1915. 


A Special General Meeting of the Association was 
held at Bolton, when the Rules of the Association were 
variously altered, the most important alteration being that 
the divisional members should retire in alternate years, 
instead of the previous system of all the divisional members 
retiring together. 


May I5t1H, 1915. 
Annual Meeting held at Bolton. Mr. T, Y. Ritson 


elected Hon. Treasurer vice Mr. T. Hindle, who was de- 
feated by 39 votes to 17. 


Return presented by the Secretary, F. Hargreaves, 
showing that 4,758 players and officials had joined His 
Majesty's Forces. 


OEY ist. 1915; 


Decided to discontinue the Association's Competitions, 
in consequence of the Great War, also an Emergency Com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. D. B. Woolfall, J. Lewis, J. 
McKenna, and the Secretary, appointed to act as required, 
instead of the usual Meetings of the Council. 


1916-17 AND 1917-18. 
No Annual Meetings of the Association held. 


FEBRUARY 20TH, 1918. 


A Meeting of the Council held at Bolton, this being 
the first since 2Ist July, 1915. 
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ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE 5TH, 1918. 


Deaths reported of James Cooper, William Heath 
and Peter Ward, Members of the Council, alsomot ka 
Gregson, the previous Secretary. 

A Re-organisation Committee appointed to assist in 
the re-establishment of football, and in fostering and assist- 
ing minor and junior football. 


NovemsBer I8TH, 1918. 


The Secretary reported that since the last meeting 
there had died D. B. Woolfall, President of the Association, 
J. S. Roscow, J. J. Bentley, Vice-Presidents, and W. A. 
Duckworth, Representative of Division 4, 

J. Lewis was elected President and C, E. Sutcliffe, J. 
McKenna, and R. Watson, were elected Vice-Presidents. 

The’ Junior Cup and Junior Shield Competitions were 


revived, 


APRIL, 1919. 
The death reported of J. A. MacGregor, Repre- 
sentative of Division 8. 


Mr. Sutcliffe’s emergency Lancashire Cup scheme 
adopted, and the Competition a huge success, 


JUNE 16TH, 1919. 

Annual Meeting held at Bolton, when it was reported 
that the financial stability of the Association had been re- 
established. 

Mr. J. J. Cooper resigned his position as a Vice-Pre- 
sident, and Mr. Richard Birtwistle was elected in his place. 

Amnesty on suspended players. In celebration of the 
end of the Great War, it was decided to remove all sus- 
pensions imposed on players by this Association. 

The Association Benevolent Fund re-established. 
£100 being transferred from the General funds of the 
Association, a further £100 being voted in March, 1920. 
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SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER, 1919, 


Great influx of new Clubs and Leagues. The Secretary 
given permission to have the services of a junior clerk, 


JuNeE 16TH, 1919 . 
£128 i13s. Od. repaid to the Secretary, F. Hargreaves, 


this being the amount of his loss by reduction of salary 
during the War, and which he had voluntarily surrendered. 


AucustT, 1919. 

Scheme formulated for the fostering of juvenile foot- 
ball, Cups being offered to all Education Authorities in 
Lancashire. 


OcTOBER, 1919. 


Cups provided for Barrow Juvenile Committee and 
Wigan Juvenile Committee, and a Cup and two sets of 
medals for the Lancashire Elementary Schools Competition. 


DecemBer, 1920. 

Additional office staff sanctioned in view of the great 
increase in the work of the Association. 

Many Clubs dealt with and fined for making irregular 
payments to Amateur players, and 55 players declared 
professionals, 
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CHAPTER XI: 


FURTHER EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ASSOCIATION, 
1920—1928. 


MaRCH 3rD, 1920. 

A defendant fined 40/- and costs for an assault on a 
Burnley Referee, the proceedings being instituted by the 
Association, 


JUNE 5TH, 1920. 

Annual Meeting held at Blackpool, when it was re- 
ported that the Lancashire Cup Competition had again 
been a great success. 


SEPTEMBER, 1921. 

All Clubs directly and indirectly connected with the 
Association requested to display notices on their grounds 
and in their dressing rooms, appealing to the players to 
play the game in a fair and proper manner. 

Furness District F.A. authorised to deal with Referees 
Reports, and of all cases arising within their area, 


DeceMBER, 1921. 

A player was suspended for life for “ biting’’ an 
opponent. At first the Commission thought the offence 
was "hitting an opponent,’’ and it was some time before 
they could realise the peculiarity of this unusually brutal 


assault. 


SHIELD PROTEST—JANUARY, 1922. 

The protesting Club claimed that a player named 
Walter H=—=— had played against them, and that he was 
ineligible. After a prolonged investigation it was ascer- 
tained that the player who attended the Commission as 
Walter H———, was not that person, but had assumed 
that name to confuse the protestors. Eventually it was 
found that an ineligible player had played, and his identity 
was only established after reference to his war time ration 
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card, his National Registration card, and his National 
Health Insurance card. 

The offending Club was suspended. 
APRIL, 1922. 

A prominent Senior Club was dealt with for allowing 
Medal Competition matches to be decided on corner kicks, 
when matches had resulted in draws. 

A more junior club had also allowed its Medal Com- 
petition Final Tie to be decided by “ tossing’’ because 
the match resulted in a draw. The team who won the 
“toss’’ were very reluctant to return the medals when 
ordered, and it took several months to secure their return. 


JUNE, 1922. 

Presentation of Long Service Medal to T. Y. Ritson. 
AucusT, 1922. 

Cup provided for Lancashire Schoolboys. 

JANUARY, 1923, 

Cup provided for Preston Schoolboys. 
ANNUAL MEETING, 1923, 

Bolton Wanderers F.C. congratulated on winning The 
F.A. Cup. 

1923-24. 

The Lancashire Cup Competition again played as a 
Knock Out Competition in its entirety, instead of ascer- 
taining the Semi-Finals on results of their Football League 
games. 

Aucust |6TH, 1923. 

Cup provided for Junior Section of Oldham and. 
District S.S, League. 

May 241TH, 1924. 

Resolved that ‘‘ Paid officials of Clubs nominated for 
the first time after May 24th, 1924, shall not be eligible 
for election to the Council,’’ but this resolution was 
rescinded in 1926. 

Aucust 14TH, 1924. 

Jubilee arrangements proposed. A Jubilee History 
to be compiled. A Jubilee Match to be played, and a 
Jubilee Banquet to be held. 
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R. P. GREGSON. T. HOUGHTON. 
Second Secretary of Lancashire I’,A. Member of L.bPLA. Council. 
1882-1911. 1905-1912, 


T. LAITHWAITE. 
Vifth and Present Ton. Treasurer of 
Lancashire I’.A. 
Blected to Council 1904. 
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Rema anne GO) re: tT. Y. RITSON. 
Vice-President of The F.A. and Elected Elected Vice-President of Lancashire 
Vice-President of Lancashire F.A. 1918. I°.A. 1926. Ifon. Treasurer 1919-1926. 

lected to Council 1892. Elected to Council 1901 


Eee lilaitsie: R. WATSON. 
Dlected Vice-President of Lancashire Member of The F.A. and lected Vice- 
eA 9276 Hon. Treasurer 1926-27. President of Laneashire I’.A, 1918. 


Blected to Council 1906. lected to Couneil 1892. 
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Messrs. C. E. Sutcliffe, J. Lewis, R. Birtwistle, R. 
Watson, and E. Webster, were appointed to consider the 
preliminary arrangements. 


SEPTEMBER 25TH, 1924. 

Resolved to purchase 42, St. George's Place, Black- 
burn, at a cost of £1,400, for the Ofhces of the Association. 
the Association. 


JANUARY 29TH, 1925. 

The new Offices opened by Mr. J. Lewis then President 
of the Association. 

Income Tax demand for £484 Os. 9d. 

Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe was appointed to act as Deputy 
President during the absence ot Mr, J. Lewis, when away 


on the Australian tour. 


Marcu 26TH, 1925, 

Mr. J. Lewis entertained to Dinner in celebration of 
his 70th birthday, and also in honour of his appointment 
as Member in charge of the English Team to visit 
Australia. - 

Mr. Lewis was also presented with a Silver Gilt Casket 
and an Illuminated Scroll, and he was also elected a Life 
Member of the Association. 

June, 1925.. 

Presentation of Long Service Medals to |. Laithwaite 
and E. Little. 
AucustT 13TH, 1925. 

Resolved to join the Northern Counties Amateur 
Championship, and also to provide a Trophy for the Com- 
petition. 

January 131H, 1926. 
Death of Mr. J. Lewis, President. 


JaNuary 2IsT, 1926. 
Mr. C. E, Sutcliffe elected President. 


Apri, 1926. 


Bolton Wanderers congratulated on again winning 


The F:A. Cup: 
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JANUARY 20TH, 1927. 

Resolved to place on record that N. Tattersall, of Bury 
Amateurs, who played centre-forward for Lancashire v. 
Birmingham A.F.A., scored three goals in the first two 
minutes and fifteen seconds of the match played at Preston 
on 8th January, 1927, and that he scored a total of seven 
goals. 

FEBRUARY 24TH, 1927. 

Cup provided for Atherton Schoolboys and also one 

for Bolton Boys’ Federation. 


June, 1927. 
Death of T. Hindle, a founder of the Association, the 
first Secretary and Hon. Treasurer for 3l years. 


JUNE 23RD, 1927. 

Mr. R. Birtwistle resigned his position as a Vice-Pre- 
sident, he was elected a Life Member of the Association, 
and on /7th August, 1927, he was presented with a Silver 
Casket. 


NOVEMBER 9TH, 1927. 
An appeal issued on behalf of the victims of the Fleet- 
wood Flood Disaster, and £1,133 9s. 5d. was quickly 


raised. 


May, 1928. 

Everton F.C, congratulated on becoming Champions 
of The Football League, Ist Division. 

Manchester City F.C. congratulated on becoming 
Champions of The Football League, 2nd Division. 

Blackburn Rovers F.C, congratulated on winning The 
F.A. Cup for the sixth time. 
May I21TH, 1928. 

Mr. Justice Hawke attended Lancashire Cup Final Tie, 
Bury v. Manchester City, played at Old Trafford, and pre- 
sented the Cup to Manchester City F.C. 


JUNE 4TH, 1928. 
Minimum of 10/- for professionals abolished by The 
F.A., after prolonged agitation by Lancashire F.A. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


THES IshAY SBENEVOLENT FOND. 


How the Fund was formed. Income and Payments. 
Number of cases assisted from 1919-20 to date. Contribu- 
tions to the Fund from August Practice Matches receipts. 


N the years preceding the Great War the Lancashire 
F.A. had many critics. It was stated, argued, and 
alleged that the Members of the Council were par- 
ticularly out of touch with the claims of Amateur and 
Junior football, and there was a very determined effort to 
‘ sweep the decks.”’ 


The actual facts were that the Association had every 
sympathy with all kinds of organisations, whether they 
were Schoolboys, Juveniles, Juniors, or Intermediates, and 
they would have received practical help and support if 
there had been the funds to do so. 

Likewise the Association could not venture upon a 
Benevolent Fund dependent upon voluntary donations. 
and the Association could not finance such an undertaking 
from its own meagre funds. 

But what was not practicable up to 1914 was easy to 
accomplish in 1919 and onwards; the Association had be- 
come rich, the Lancashire Cup Competition had again 
made a great appeal to the sporting public, and it was the 
great success of 1919 that re-established the Association's 
position, and made possible the promotion of the Bene 
volent Fund. 

The Association transferred £200 from its General 
Account and so commenced a Fund. that has, is, and will 
be, of great service to those who become ill or injured 
through playing football. 
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Each Season the Clubs are invited to contribute from 
their Practice Matches receipts, and they have responded 
right royally. 


All the Senior clubs have contributed £5 or more each 
Season, and some of the Subscriptions were for £20, £25, 
£30, and £40, and on one occasion Bolton Wanderers 


kindly donated £100, 


The Association also contributes nearly £40 per year 
from investments. The contributions being voluntary, it 
therefore follows that the payments are also voluntary, 
and Grants are only made in necessitous cases, and even 
then, only after careful enquiries by Members of the 
‘Council. 

In 1919-20 10 Grants were made at a cost of £135. In 
1927-28, 37 Grants were made, costing £223. No less 
than 314 Grants have been made since 1919, the total pay- 
ments being £2,380 5s, 6d. 

It will, therefore, be seen how this work has grown, 
and also the great financial responsibility attached to it. 
Not only has it been possible to assist sick and injured, 
players and officials, but in numerous cases where death 
has occurred, the needs of the widow and the orphans 
have been duly recognised. 


Every Finance Meeting the Secretary reports grateful 
letters of thanks for the assistance given, 

In 1927, 37 Clubs contributed £231 15s. Od. from 
their Practice Matches Receipts, and whilst such splendid 
support is maintained, the Benevolent work of the 
Association will not languish. 

Finally, the whole of the work is freed from working 
expenses, as the Association bears the cost of enquiries 
and administration. 

During Season 1927-28 a contribution of one hundred 
and fifty guineas was made to the John Lewis Memorial 
Fund, promoted by Blackburn Rovers F.C., through which 
means a cot has been endowed in the East Lancashire 


Royal Infirmary. 
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T. CHARNLEY. A. H. DOWNS. 


Ifon. Auditor J.P. A. lected 1914. Vion. Auditor L.A.  Mleeted 1904, 
Also Seeretary, The Football League. Also Secretary Lancashire Combination, 


W. A. DUCKWORTH. J. J. HAWORTH. 
Member of L.I’.A. Council. Member of L.F.A. Council. 
1892-191! 1901-1909. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


THE WORK OF THE LEAGUE'S SANCTION 
COMMITTEE. 


Growth of local Leagues. Model Rules formed. The 

work of Messrs. J. J. Haworth, J. McKenna, and E. Little. 

List of the oldest Leagues, etc., connected with the 
Association. 


The work of the Leagues Sanction Committee is pro- 
bably the least known, and therefore the least appreciated 
by the general football public. 


Prior to 1905 there was little or no control over the 
Rules and Regulations of Leagues, with the result that 
as Leagues were formed such Rules as they had, were 
mostly irregular, and all kinds of anomalies prevailed, and 
as the number of Leagues were then beginning to extend, 
it was fortunate that steps were taken to unify the con- 
ditions, and to make it a condition that Clubs and players 
should not play in any League until its Rules had been 
sanctioned. 


The following figures indicate the growth of Leagues 
in Lancashire :— 


In 1900 there were 9. 
In 1910 there were 32. 
In 1914 there were 50, 


In 1919-20, First Season after the Great War, there 
were 40. 


In 1927-28 there were 70 Leagues. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


THE WORK OF THE LEAGUE’S SANCTION 
COMMITTEE. 


Growth of local Leagues. Model Rules formed. The 

work of Messrs. J. J. Haworth, J. McKenna, and E. Little. 

List of the oldest Leagues, etc., connected with the 
Association. 


The work of the Leagues Sanction Committee is pro- 
bably the least known, and therefore the least appreciated 
by the general football public. 


Prior to 1905 there was little or no control over the 
Rules and Regulations of Leagues, with the result that 
as Leagues were formed such Rules as they had, were 
mostly irregular, and all kinds of anomalies prevailed, and 
as the number of Leagues were then beginning to extend, 
it was fortunate that steps were taken to unify the con- 
ditions, and to make it a condition that Clubs and players 
should not play in any League until its Rules had been 
sanctioned. 


The following figures indicate the growth of Leagues 
in Lancashire :— 


In 1900 there were 9. 
In 1910 there were 32, 
In 1914 there were 50, 


In 1919-20, First Season after the Great War, there 
were 40. 


In 1927-28 there were 70 Leagues. 
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The sanction and control of 70 Leagues means that 
2,000 Clubs and Teams are subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Association, 


Leagues have to apply for renewal of sanction each 
Season, and that involves an enormous scrutiny of draft 
Rules. Some suggested copies have often been submitted 
in faintly written pencil, written in ink on paper like butter 
paper, written on both sides of the paper, or even if legibly 
written, the Rules themselves have been of the variety 
that would have puzzled “‘ a Philadelphia lawyer.”’ 


It will, therefore, be realised how difficult the work 
has been, and it is no wonder that in 1905 the L.F.A. drew 
up a model code of Rules for the guidance and assist- 
ance of Leagues, and the Model Rules in force to-day 
are substantially the same as those first drawn up. 


For a number of years the Model Rules were merely 
issued for the guidance of Leagues, etc., but in 1924 it was 
decided that all Leagues should adopt them en bloc, and 
that local Rules should then follow on. 


Messrs, J. J. Haworth, R. Birtwistle, E. Little, A. E. 
Heap, D. Porteous, and J. A. MacGregor, were the Mem- 
bers of the first Leagues Sanction Committee, and to them, 
but to Mr. Haworth in particular, must be given the credit 
of the Model Rules which have been so essential to the 
sanctioning of Leagues, and have helped to minimise the 
difficulties, especially those of Junior organisations. 


Mr. J. J. Haworth was the Leagues Sanction Chairman 
until 1909. Mr. J. McKenna was the next Chairman, which 
position he held during Season 1909-10, but in consequence 
of the many calls of The F.A. and of The Football League, 
he relinquished the position, though he continued to serve 
on the Committee, and in view of his extensive experience 
as Chairman of The F.A, Leagues Sanction Committee he 


has been of incalculable service. 


In 1910 Mr. E. Little was appointed Chairman of the 
Committee, which position he stil] holds. If the late Mr. 
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J. J. Haworth laid the foundation, Mr. Little has built up 
the structure, and during his eighteen years as Chairman 
has rendered most valuable service in dealing with this 
great growing department of the Association. His Vice 
Chairman is Mr. J. Kenny, of Preston, and the other 
Members of the Committee are :— 


The President (Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe), Messrs. T. P. 
Campbell, E. Clayton, J.P., R. A. Beeley, W. Dickinson, 
H. Duckworth, C. E. Foweraker, H. P. Hardman, J. E. 
Mangnall, F. Morris, W. J. Sawyer, J. Taylor, and H 
Windle. 


Amongst the Leagues still in existence are the follow- 
ing, and were first sanctioned in the years named :— 


Blackburn and District Thursday League...... 1895. 


Bolion and Districl ALP OA. scien siesen bee 1890. 
Bolton and District o.o.5, League i... ae. 1890. 
Bury and District Sunday School League ...... 1897. 
Kylde Weacue a) ix eee cee. ao ones oo 1898. 
eancasniree\Wiances Meee ee eee 1889. 
Lancashire’ Gombination:  eassccssse-s es 1891. 
Northea Wester eaonme. 0: .uaeees ee 1900. 
Oldham and District S.S, League ....6:..:.5; 1901. 
Preston and District Thursday League ...... 1900. 
Radcliffe and District Sunday School League. .1899. 
Ulverston and District Amateur League...... 1903. 
Wiest) Lancashire vueague (cia.te cats aste ee 1905. 
Wigan and District S-5; League ......00....0 1903. 


Wigan and District Cup Competition ......... 1886. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


REPRE BS. 
Registration of Referees. Examination arrangements. 
Some unusual answers. Lancashire Referees who have 
been, or are, Football League Referees. Lancashire 


Officials who have refereed The F.A. Cup Final. 


LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 
REFEREES: 


The problem of Referees and Refereeing is eternal, 
from everlasting to everlasting, 

Prior to 1901 there was no registration of Referees, 
and the Officials were either invited by the contending 
Clubs, or they were asked through the Association to 
officiate. 

Referees were selected to act without any examination, 
and no real system of knowing an intending Referee’s 
abilities was in existence. 

In 1901 a very definite and far reaching innovation 
was made. A Referees Committee was appointed whose 
duties were defined as follows :— 

|.—To examine the qualifications of Referees, 

2.—To submit applicants to such Tests theoretical or 
practical as they deem advisable. 

3.—To report the result of all applications and en- 
quiries, to the Lancashire F.A, 

4 —To appoint Referees to matches when requested. 

A further instruction stated “‘no Referee shall be 
appointed to any match in connection with any League 
or Competition within the area governed by the Lanca- 
shire F-A., who is not on the official Referees List of this 
or some other F.A. recognised by The F.A.”’ 

The Members of the first Referees Committee of the 
Lancashire F.A. were :—Messrs. J. Lewis, J. J. Bentley, 
C. E. Sutcliffe, J. S. Roscow, R. P. Gregson (Secretary), 
with J. T, Howcroft as Registrar. 
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The first list of referees contained 49 seniors and 96 
juniors. 

In 1910, Mr. F. Hargreaves, was appointed Registrar 
to the Committee, when he became the Association Secre- 
tary in I9I], and the two Offices were combined. 

The Referees List has grown tremendously, there 
being now over 900 Referees registered by the Lan- 
cashire F.A., and in some Seasons the Lancashire List has 
been the largest in the Country. 

Each Season about 250 candidates are examined, The 
examination consist of an eye sight and colour test, and 
a theoretical examination, part written and part oral. 

Candidates for the Senior List have first to qualify for 
the Junior List, and they are also now required to pass a 
Practical Test, which means they are watched when ofh- 
ciating and judged accordingly. 

The questions put to candidates are merely on the 
Laws of the Game, and are not intended as ‘‘catch”’ 
questions. 

Some of the answers are worthy of mention. 

‘“ The advantages of a goalkeeper are that he can 
wear a cap.” 

Another budding knight of the whistle states “the 
duties of a Referee are, he must be true to his post.’’ 

The size of the goalposts are variously stated to be, 
“Six feet,’’ “‘ eight yards,’’ and even ‘‘ twelve inches,’’ 
but perhaps the most ingenious reply ever given was, “| 
don't know, I’ve never measured them.” 

Lancashire Referees have been very successful in earn- 
ing the highest honours in the game, in being appointed to 
officiate in Football League Matches, F.A. Cup Ties, and 
in International Matches. 

Messrs. J. H. Alderson, D. G. Ashworth, H. Atherton, 
W. Atherton, A. Briggs, W. F. Bunnell, ae Butterfield, 
T. P. Campbell, I. Caswell, W. Chadwick, James Cooper, 
H. Dale, G. T. Davies, R. Eccles, L. N. Fletcher, L. W. 
Furniss, A. E. Fogg, W. Gilgryst, D. Hammond, A. Har- 
greaves, A. Haworth, T. Helme, G. Hewitt, L. P. 
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Hitchin, H. Hopkinson, R. Holmes, J. W. Horrocks, 
R. Horrocks, J. T. Howeroft, H. E. Hull, J. Kenny, 
A. F. Kirby, F. Kirkham, J. Lewis, R. E. Lythgoe, 
Rev. J. W. Marsh, M. McQueen, H. W. Norman, 
F. T. Norreys, S. Ormerod, S. D. Peers, A. Pellowe, 
J. V. Pennington, H. Pollitt, J. R. Prowse, J. Rennie, 
F. Robinson, J. Roscoe, S. Rothwell, W. E. Ryecroft, 
E. Shutt) ; iVve Sinclair, «Ff. Slater, -jacctott, A. F. 
Sutcliffe, C. E. Sutcliffe, J. E. Telford, S. Thomas, W. 
Vaughan, A. Ward, Nat. Whittaker, E. Whitehead, R. 
Wild, J. E. Williams, and H. T. Yates, are all names that 
one readily associates with Senior Football, all of whoin 
have acted, or are acting, as Football League Referees, 
and also in many F.A. Cup Ties. 


The following list of Lancashire Referees who have 
been honoured in being appointed to referee The F.A- Cup 
Final Tie is a formidable one. 


1894-95. Mr. J. Lewis (Blackburn). 

1896-97. Mr. J. Lewis (Blackburn). 

1897-98. Mr. J. Lewis (Blackburn). 

1905-06. Mr. F. Kirkham (Preston). 

1906-07. Mr. N. Whittaker (London) previously of 

Oswaldtwistle. 

1907-08. Mr. T. P. Campbell (Blackburn). 

1914-15. Mr. H. H. Taylor (Altrincham). 

1919-20. Mr. J. T. Howcroft (Bolton). 

1920-21. Mr. Job Davies (Rainhill). 

1926-27. Mr. W. F. Bunnell (Preston). 

The Chairman of the L.F.A. Referees Committee 1s 
Mr. T. Laithwaite, and the Vice-Chairman, Mr, H, Duck- 
worth, and they are supported by the following Members : 
Messrs. C. E, Sutcliffe (President), IT. Y. Ritson, J. Taylor, 
J. E. Mangnall, J. W. Walsh, R. E. Lythgoe, T. P. Camp- 
bell, H. Windle, F. Morris, R. Watson, IT. A. Barcroft, J. 
Kenny, C. E. Foweraker, W. Dickinson, E. Clayton, J.P , 
W. J. Sawyer, E. C. Witter, J.P., most of whom have been 
Referees, and are therefore appreciative of the difficulties 
of Referees and Refereeing. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


THE LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL COMBINATION. 


Formed in |891. A Second Division added in 1903-04. 

Withdrawal of thirteen League Clubs in 1911. Cheshire 

Clubs also secede. Second Division abandoned. Past 

and present Presidents and Officers. The Combination 
a “‘nursery’’ for the higher Leagues. 


THE LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL COMBINATION 
By A. H. Downs, SECRETARY. 


The Lancashire Combination was really a forced plant. 
There would have been no necessity for its creation had the 
old Lancashire League—then in its heyday—not absolutely 
declined to listen to the applications from the Reserve 
teams of League Clubs for Membership. ‘Therefore, the 
League Clubs, or to be exact three of them, Blackburn 
Rovers, Preston North End, and Bolton Wanderers, were 
the chief movers in the formation of the Combination in 
Season 1891-92; their other Colleagues in the first Season 
being Hindley, Royton, North Meols, Skelmersdale United, 
Liverpool, Stanley, and Halliwell, all of whom, with the 
exception of Skelmersdale United (now in the Liverpool 
Combination) are names of the past, indeed Halliwell, once 
a noted Club, failed to complete their first Season's fixtures, 
and thus only eight Clubs were left at the finish. But, of 
course, those were the days when even The Football’ 
League had a small Membership. It may be mentioned, 
that Blackburn Rovers Reserve won the Championship for 
the first three Seasons, a triple success shared only by 
Everton Reserve in later years, 


Having made a start, the Combination progressed by 
leaps and bounds, so much so that in Season 1903-04 a 
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Second Division was instituted, but this was discontinued 
at the end of Season 1914-15. Of course the Combination 
was primarily for the benefit of League Clubs, and with a 
view to stimulating the non-League Clubs a Member of 
the Committee, Mr. R. Watson, induced the President of 
Accrington Stanley, Captain Harwood, J.P., in Season 
1902-03 to present a set of medals for the non-League Club 
securing the highest position in the table, Singularly his own 
Club, Accrington Stanley, that year established a record 
by becoming the first non-League Club to win the Cham- 
pionship, so that they actually secured two sets of medals 
for the feat. Mr. J. McKenna and Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe also 
offered medals for the two following Seasons, when it was 
felt that the two classes of Members were more on an equal 
footing. 


But before the two Division stage had been reached 
much spade work had to be done. The first big change 
came about when in Season 1894-95 there was an amalga- 
mation with the North-East Lancashire League, and also 
the introduction of the Reserve teams of such Clubs as 
Everton, Burnley, Manchester City, and Newton Heath 
(the latter were, of course, the forerunners of Manchester 
United, and it may be added that the Ardwick first team 
played in the Combination before being known as Man- 
chester City). Most important of all, along with the North- 
East Lancashire League came the personality of Mr. ©. 
E. Sutcliffe, who was Secretary of the Combination for the 
next four Seasons. It is not too much to say that Mr. 
Sutcliffe was the guiding light of the Combination for a 
long period, just as he is at the present time of The Foot- 
ball League, the Lancashire Football Association, and m 
no small degree of The Football Association. His legis- 
lative genius, in the football sense of course, was really 
grounded in the Combination. At the time of the amalga- 
mation with his old League, he re-wrote the Rules of the 
Combination, and it is striking testimony to his aforesight 
that in the main they remain as drafted by him with very 
little alteration to this day. In due course Mr. Sutcliffe 
took his place as a Member of the Management Committee, 
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later he was appointed President, but his term of 
the latter office was of very short duration owing to some 
slight disagreement, and he is now a Member of the Board 
of Appeal, so that he has had thirty-three years association 
with the Combination. The old Lancashire League was 
gradually declining, for the reason that its Members slowly 
but surely preferred to be associated with the limelight of 
Football League Clubs. In conjunction with the late Mz. 
Harry Hamer, of Bury, Mr. Sutcliffe arranged with his 
Colleagues that the Lancashire League should come bodily 
into the fold, and to this day the title of the Combination 
is ‘the Lancashire Football Combination, with which is 
incorporated the Lancashire League. 


The ex-Lancashire League Clubs also brought in their 
handsome Cup, and this was put up for Competition by 
the newly formed Second Division Clubs in Season 1|903- 
04, of which Southport Central were the first winners. 
The old Lancashire League had undoubtedly raised the 
standard of football in the County, and such Clubs as 
Liverpool, Bury, and Blackpool,, are striking products. 


So far the Combination had recorded steadfast pro- 
gress, but a period came when the whole of the thirteen 
League Clubs withdrew their Membership. ‘This drastic 
step, taken at the Annual Meeting in I9I], came as a 
shock, and they were pressed to re-consider their decision. 
They were adamant, however, and there came into being 
The Central League, which is now a great power in the 


Football World. 


The Combination rallied, but a few Seasons later the 
Cheshire Clubs also seceded, to form the Cheshire County 
League, and then came more withdrawals when the Third 
Division of The Football League was established. ‘There- 
fore it may be claimed, and not without some pride, that 
the Lancashire Combination provided the backbone 
of three new Leagues, which have been most successful. Of 
course this meant a gradual weakening of the Combination, 
and at the end of 1914-15 the Second Division had to be 


abandoned with hope of a renewal at the close of the 
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War, but these hopes have not been gratified simply be- 
cause of the fact that the populous centres have been so 
drained that with few exceptions only very Junior Clubs 
are now available for Membership of a possible Second 
Division. 


However, it may be said that the Lancashire Com- 
bination is now a Combination of Lancashire Clubs (which 
is as it should be) and recognised as the official League of 
the County, to which all Lancashire Clubs aspire. There 
are some at the Manchester end, like Hurst, Ashton 
National, Manchester North End, and Eccles United, 
whom we would like to see back in the Combination, but 
these Clubs prefer to play in the Cheshire County League 
as a matter of convenience. 


Again, the Lancashire Combination has been managed 
by men who have occupied high positions in the legis- 
lative world. The first President was Mr. T. Heaton, of 
Burnley. Then followed Mr. J. McKenna, who had a 
long spell of office. After the “ split’? Mr. Sutcliffe took 
charge for a few months, and on his resignation the late 
Mr. J. Lewis was approached and promised to accept 
office for one Season, just to pull the Combination together 
as it were, and then to retire on account of his numerous 
appointments in connection with Football, and other or- 
ganisations. But he was not allowed to get away so easily, 
and as a matter of fact he continued in ofhce until his 
death, when he was succeeded by the present President, 
Mr. T. P. Campbell, who may be said to have been 
‘ schooled’ by his fellow townsman, But as | have said 
the Combination has ever been managed by men of dis- 
cernment. Men like Messrs. J. McKenna, C. E. Sutcliffe, 
the late J. J. Bentley, and the late J. Lewis, are names 
that stand out in the history of the Game. ‘Then there 
were the late H. S. Hamer, the late T. Houghton, J. T. 
Howcroft, F. Kirkham, and many others, whilst two of 
the present Committeemen, Messrs. R. Watson and W. 
Knowles are worthy of special mention, for each has spent 
over 20 years in Combination work. Like the President, 
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Mr. R. Watson, is a valued Member of the Council of the 
Lancashire Football Association, as are also Messrs. R. A. 
Beeley and E. Clayton. Mr. C. Holgate has also had a 
lifelong connection with the game. ‘The writer has been 
officially connected with the Combination since its incep- 
tion. First a Member of the Committee, later became 
Treasurer, and on the resignation of Mr. Sutcliffe from the 
post of Secretary in 1898 was elected to succeed him. 


No fewer than nine of the present Northern Section of 
the Third Division of The Football League are old Members 
of the Combination, and of the present Members Chorley 
have perhaps maintained the most consistent record, both 
in the Combination and in the Lancashire Junior Cup Com- 
petition. Lancaster Town have also had a very satisfactory 
experience, whilst Darwen, though having done well on 
tle whole, have not been fortunate in securing honours. 
Of recent years Morecambe have also been very prominent. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


LANCASHIRE F.A. AND’ THE GREAT WAR. 


Condition of L.F.A. and prospects in August, 1914. The 

Call to Arms. Appeal to Clubs. Help for the War Fund. 

Enlistment of Lancashire Footballers. Early Casualties. 

War Time Football. Letters from the Trenches. Football 
Talk, Optimism and Patriotism. 


HEN the War was declared on that memorable 

Ve 4th August, 1914, the Lancashire F.A. was in a 

most flourishing condition, and the prospects for 

Season 1914-15 pointed to a record Season, but the call to 

arms altered everything. Many Leagues cancelled their 

arrangements, scores of Clubs announced that they had 

suspended operations, in some cases whole teams en- 

listed together, and yet again such organisations as could 

carry on, immediately arranged matches for War Funds, 
comforts for the troops, etc. 


The F.A. issued a circular appealing ‘‘to the patriotism 
of all who are interested in the game to support the Nation 
in the present serious emergency -. . Players and spectators 
who are physically fit and otherwise able are urged to join 
the Army at once.” On 2nd September, 1914, the Lanca- 
shire F.A. met to consider the situation, needless to state it 
approved and commended The F.A, appeal, and it further 
voted £100 to the Prince of Wales War Fund. The Lanca- 
shire F.A. also suggested to its Clubs the advisability of 
throwing open their grounds for military training, further 
the Clubs were requested to have extended half-time in- 
tervals, so that Recruiting addresses could be delivered. 


Within a month of the outbreak of War £1,733 was 
raised by Lancashire Clubs for the War Fund. Appeals 
for football outfits for matches which were actually played 
behind the lines ’’ were constantly made, and the response 
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was gratifying and cheering. The ball used in the Junior 
Cup Final Tie, played 27th March, 1915, was sent to the 
5th Battalion The King’s Own Royal Regiment. 

Up to Conscription being adopted an attempt was 
made to record the enlistment of Lancashire footballers, 
which list gave a total of 4,765 who had enlisted in the 
Army or Navy, the recruits having been connected with 
the following organisations :— 


Amateur Clubst(9 clubs) © c.ceeeasn sete aecee 8475 


Barrow Ihursday lseague Sicsccicsc.-sscccencss 18 


Blackburn Thursday: Weague? js. .4¥c.ccc.¢-ee 4 


Blackburn and District Sunday School League 133 


Blackburn and District Combination ......... 357 
Bolton Wednesday League .................0.0.08- 54 
Bolton Sunday School Social League ......... 297 
Boltonand. District: A. beac... Ws me. Seer 117 
Burnley and District Tuesday League ......... 18 
Burnley and District Amateur League ......... 64 
Bury and District Sunday School League ... 204 
Bury and District Amateur League ............... 174 
Bury, Juntom Leagie. |e ested Gates 144 


Colne and District Sunday School League ... 101 
Darwen and District Sunday School League... 54 


Farnworth and District Amateur League ...... 107 
Rossendale and District F.A. (8 clubs) ......... 40) 
Football theague (Ul clubs) pincer anetoneee 40) 
Fylde Wednesday League. . yi. apses cr concurs 119 
Hooley Hill and District Sunday School 
MR cir Saad Ai tics Me Roo ES erecta Ae 83 
Lancashire Combination (17 clubs) ............ 186 


Lancashire and Cheshire League (5 clubs) ... 100 
Leigh and District Sunday School League... 165 


Pine istrict tr pace. eae see ee cee 246 

North wy estemileeague. aro. o-<eycscueessasnuemn cee 65 

Oswaldtwistle and District Sunday School 
EGA RUG oe cca cose rsss 2k sana eepren te trae ues aah cme ne 70 


Preston and District Thursday League (6 clubs) 46 
Preston and District Amateur League (6 clubs) 80 
Radcliffe and District Sunday School League 305 
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Rossendale and. District Sunday School 


WEA SUEA Re. Noose cc ss Gah seein fee 37 
Rossendale and District F.A. (about 8 clubs) 40 
Ulverston and District League _.................. 136 
Westileancashire logaguel is... acert eis iasiseonss sd: 280 
Wigan and District Combination ............... 63 
Recistered eel epee spec hye ciccd eee nee 48 
Crhers not.Classified 2. isccd-c0dse cere 301 

Grand otal Ger acs ne 4765 


Amongst the early casualties was Lieutenant R. E. 
Weigall, of the Sherwood Foresters, who was killed in 
action at Neuve Chapelle. He was Secretary of his team 
for two Seasons whilst stationed at Fleetwood, and G. V. 
Buxton, of Bury, a most promising Senior Referee, also 
made the great sacrifice in July, 1915, and later “* Eddie ”’ 
Latheron, of Blackburn Rovers, was also numbered 
amongst the “‘ honoured dead.”’ 

Many Clubs lost some of their brightest and _ best 
players, such as E. Hodgson, Burnley, and Edward Bullen, 
Bury. 

Season 1915-16 saw football so transformed as to be 
almost unrecognisable. The F.A. Cup, the Lancashire 
Cup, and other Lancashire Competitions, dropped. The 
League Clubs grouped into convenient geographical groups, 
and no payment of players. Did football so played justify 
its continuance ? It did. It heartened the men at the “‘front,”’ 
it gave them something to think, talk, and argue about, it 
helped those who had to stay at home, and when the boys 
had a “ blighty ’’ how they turned up at these improvised 
games, and how they enjoyed them. 

A few quotations from letters received may be of in- 


terest. 


I shall come home on the last boat that leaves France 
after victory has been won. We must win, and we are re- 
solved to win no matter what the cost may be.’ That is 
a quotation from a Footballer, 23 years of age, after hav- 
ing spent two years in the fighting line. 
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Another player (somewhere in Belgium) a mid-week 
League player, wrote, “You can take it from us that 
“strafing ’ the Hun is much more exciting than kicking 
the winning goal in a Cup Final. We recently met a few 
of the Blackburn Thursday League players, and we did not 
forget to bring the good old football topic on the carpet.” 


Il. Caswell, now a Football League Referee, wrote, ** | 
see the good old Rovers won on Saturday, and it was pleas- 
ing to us here. There are three or four Blackburn men 


here, and very often on Saturday's we talk about Ewood 
Park, and as there are boys from other Lancashire towns 
we have many football arguments. We are all well and 
feeling ready for Fritz.” 


Yet another wrote home to an anticonscriptionist. 
“ Throw away your principles man, throw away the limber 
of the past, and look things in the face. Don’t bother 
about God upholding the cause of the just, and that bull 
dog pluck will pull us through—I am tired of pulpit and 
music hall sentiments. Try to teach your vast masses of 
British opinion to surpass the Germans at their own game.” 


And so one could quote by the score the stirring 
messages from men facing death. The manhood of Lanca- 
shire (as of every other County) rallied to the assistance of 
England and humanity, and the great game of War was 
played and fought until victory was secured. The 23rd 
Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment was known as the 
Footballers Battalion, and many Lancashire players served 
in it with great distinction. 


The Great War, with its great world upheaval only 
seems now an ugly nightmare, yet there are some things 
that remind us of its terrible reality, i.e. the loss of those 
who made the “‘ supreme sacrifice.” 


When the Armistice was declared and Peace ensured, 
it needed no stimulation to arouse a Football public, the 
boys spared to come home, having served their King and 
Country, turned naturally to the king of games, and within 
an incredibly short period Clubs and Leagues were again 
assembled, and Football enjoyed a wonderful boom. 


, os em 


seeeale 


4a a; re 4 


. 


; aia é Gidea ai aasdensent c 
tds ey tow! Hi adel anrwot” a <a 
a grvlanl steslt writin Seer dani vis 
7 wl a fom vison WV Tantd eld a et 
we hi b ow bin oreyely organs gebaniialT 
c= a su: mil) eas herd iden Heol bie hoery oi wi eee | 
(” store jomistt supers! Nadgao4d & Wot Hoven ot 
oles ann ti bite abate now wreak hte hoon ody 38 
. adi amdasall quel sa seidt san amet) | sel of of aot 
huenwed itiods tla ave @ yebuiat we ei yiav eur ,or 
arent riidtemoiint uote, wot svod ee srod) et brn het 
— looy Hove ile ove a stress Hadiosl yanat ova aw ¥ 
=~ 7 “stil tol chasy aritest : 
Jatuverkte(vesnng tithe at of sited eloww anon nyt 7 
rodent oct paste worl! HAT asiqioning oy Yaee wot 3. 
: ysitiod Vell > Soda) ot niegattl doc! hos-weq ode Wo 
- ‘thet odd berg deen dt lo seitas oth grtiblodqu how a 
- cbna aglog la shows ate b—deuords au Men Hw daulq ob 7 
io aseunnt ine 8% dane obeel teomniteee [lad sae, : 
; ” =the aerntes) oft sewer of noimniqe teleelt 7 
piaee ot od stoup binge S00 o8 bah a 
| ameAt Gliaals Ww iged gon orl esa. 
a Hotline (vtotrml © ait ave lo an} pairs 


wroeriiia % 
*ttwt le & 


F , Jesto al bit viissverrnsd brie Sorte igen 7 
0% ooxt I (haces vio? Tints that} bra bowel 
vi off ¢e nvronghwaweiniges xeetbliM. edt te npilanelt 
bowie <i ule avidnasdane seriecet. baw steals atl a rallaction T - 
fora \eew eliiw if ai. 
yloee levesdad lew ieee on diw oa sep eebT, 
nud? ernow 4a Seadi~tuy over jatgivi rigs ce vero ——— 
srorlt Yo eo! seh oe pita vine) ati I, au hereoree is 
* (ltoce eataepue "self shure perder ey 


ties - s4106% -_ lervebeaty cave aalteinniA, oddt nel 
of) vile Uadtermn4 a sen AW on aigsitaley mite soy dear ems it s ae 
Dyidte erth. a Lorne gid ( weed sore an 
tiditw. bute ene Wee gris art of sffsvevan- Aer ‘ cacrtl 
fini eisw ome lyre eftitD boltoey aan 7 

fire! litbeeal bony ® bs vane Ti ’ Sie te: 


= Se 


= | - > 


CHAPTER Ax: 


PROFESSIONALISM IN FOOTBALL. 


HOW LANCASHIRE FORCED ITS LEGALISATION. 


Professionalism in Football. How Lancashire forced its 
legalisation. 


By J. K. FLETCHER 
(Olympian’’ of the “ Bolton Evening News.’’) 


It is a true saying that what Lancashire does and says 
to-day, England does and says tomorrow. England would 
have nothing to do with professional football until the 
shrewd, hard-headed committee-men who were responsible 
for the control of Lancashire clubs made up their minds 
that, if the Soccer game was to prosper and strengthen its 
hold on the sporting public, the payment of players must 
be legalised. 


In the early eighties, when Scottish players were im- 
ported, it was quickly realised that they could not be re- 
garded as strict amateurs, for men would not leave their 
homes to assist a club in which they had no interest, at a 
town in which they had no friends, unless they were well 
paid; and the Lancashire clubs came to the conclusion that 
it would be far better to acknowledge professional players 
than to encourage the deception which was rife. 


They saw no reason why football should be regarded 
as a strictly amateur game. There were, they argued, pro- 
fessionals in every class of sport, many of whom were just 
as much respected as those who played for enjoyment 
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and 


x Mig wes Cok 
LOUKIEGTON 


PUSbIG IBA. 4 


te 


; —— 7 
JARTAANE WW OL Satay 1 
7 OU alllV nwtet bos 1% welll OM ealeuett 


ay. wavent 
’ r ives ) P ‘<a rd’ ay 
t ictah Cet all f wel lilt 


My PoE 4 olihini wall) Tye rel iF 424 


or Ona 


dane yr Pets 


LANCASHIRE. FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 149 


alone. and so rather than go on acting in defiance of the 
laws of The Football Association, they resolved to force the 
governing body to legalise professionalism, 


The Association were just as determined that pro- 
fessionalism and importation of players should not be per- 
mitted, and a new set of Cup rules, framed so as to leave 
no loophole, were sent out to the clubs, who were ordered 
to submit names of all players of different nationality to 
the club, or imported from any other district, together with 
the wages such players were receiving, and the amount 
they received at their previous residence. Clubs not under 
suspicion were forbidden to play clubs who were suspect. 


Thus was the gauntlet thrown down, and the Lanca- 
shire clubs promptly accepted the challenge. Nine of them 
sent representatives to a meeting at the Commercial Hotel, 
Bolton, on Friday, October |0th, 1884, and what could 
have been more appropriate than that they should appoint 
Mr. W. Sudell, who brought together Preston North End’s 
team that became known as the Old Invincibles, as chair- 
man. Other Clubs represented were Astley Bridge, Bolton 
Wanderers, Burnley, Burnley Union Star, Great Lever, 
Halliwell, Padiham and Preston Zingari. 


This meeting was adjourned until the following Wed- 
nesday at the Bay Horse Hotel, Blackburn, when, in 
addition to the original nine clubs, Accrington, Blackburn 
Park Road, Bolton Association, Church, Clitheroe, Peel 
Bank Rovers, Rawtenstall, and Turton, were represented. 
The original minute Book states that seven of the clubs 
decided to withdraw from The F.A, Cup Competition, and 
that all clubs not taking part in it should refuse to fill up 
the form sent out by The F.A. on the ground that the latter 
had no right to require the registration of players for 
matches other than those of the Cup Competition. 


Realising that if they were loyal to each other, they 
could defy the authorities, the Lancashire clubs formed the 
British National Association, to embrace clubs and players 
of every nationality, and they promptly called a conference 
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of clubs at Manchester, where seventy clubs were repre- 
sented including Aston Villa and Sunderland, and a de- 
putation was appointed to meet the Lancashire F.A. Com- 
mittee in a conference at which Mr. R. P. Gregson was 
empowered to attend the next meeting of The Football 
Association in London, and move an amendment to the 
rule which sought to interfere with ordinary club fixtures. 


By this time The Football Association began to recog- 
nise the force of the opposition. The spread of pro- 
fessionalism to the Midlands strengthened Lancashire's 
case, and early in November, 1884, they appointed a sub- 
committee to consider the whole question, and as a conse- 
quence of the report which the sub-committee presented, 
The Football Association on December Ist, 1884, to the 
complete satisfaction of the Lancashire clubs, whose de- 
termined attitude was completely vindicated, not only re- 
commended the legalisation of professionals, but also 
suggested that professionals should be allowed to compete 
for the cup. 


The matter was put to the vote at a meeting in London 
on January 19th, 1885, and amongst those who spoke in 
favour of professionalism being legalised was Mr. Gregson, 
for many years the Secretary of the Lancashire Association, 
who confessed that his Association had tried their best to 
stamp out professionalism, but had not succeeded. In spite 
of that, there voted ‘for professionalism 113, against 108, 
so that it did not get the requisite two thirds majority, and 
was declared lost. 


Then came a lull. The Association Committee for 
some time did nothing to discourage professionalism, which 
continued on the increase. On the contrary players were 
selected for International honours, who, if not openly ack- 
nowledged as professionals, were under suspicion of re- 
ceiving remuneration for their services in connection with 
the game. 


On March 23rd, 1885, a further meeting of The Football 
Association took place at Anderton's Hotel, London, at 
which Mr. Gregson’s proposal that professionalism be 
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legalised was received with great cheering, but though 
supported by 106 votes to 69, the two-thirds majority was 
still not forthcoming. Before the meeting dispersed, how- 
ever, a sub-committee was appointed to consider the 
question with a view to affecting a compromise. 

The report of this sub-committee expressed the 
opinion that it was now expedient, in the interests of 
Association football to legalise the employment of pro- 
fessional football players under certain restrictions. [his re- 
port was considered by The Football Association at a meet- 
ing on July 20th, 1885, when 35 of the 47 people present 
voted for the adoption of the report and only five against. 


Lancashire's representatives at that final epoch-making 
gathering were Dr. Morley (Blackburn Rovers), Messrs. 1. 
Hindle (Darwen), A. Kent (Darwen O!d Wanderers), J. J. 
Bentley (Bolton Wanderers), and Mr. R. P. Gregson (Sec- 
retary of the Lancashire F.A.), names that are still revered 
in football circles for the part they played in legalising the 
payment of players. But even they cou'd not have fore- 
seen the far reaching effects of the stand they took or the 
gigantic strides the game has since made in public favour. 
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LANCASHIRE F.A, AND THE FIGHT FOR PROFESSIONALISM. 


Extracts from Minutes. Quotations from N. L. Jackson’s 

‘“ Association Football.’ =The Rovers and “‘ Jimmie’’ 

Costley. Upton Park protest against Preston North [ind 
on the grounds of professionalism. 


Ocroser 12TH, 1882. 

‘“ A representative of “Manchester Courier ’’ having 
written the Secretary (Mr. R. P. Gregson) asking for infor- 
mation respecting professionals playing in Lancashire 
teams, the Secretary was instructed to reply to the effect 
that this Committee has no official knowledge of pro- 
fessionals playing in Lancashire teams, but that if evidence 
of the playing of professionals could be brought forward 
they were prepared to take the matter up.’ 


NOVEMBER IsT, 1882. 

‘A letter from Birmingham’ Association protesting 
against continual importation of foreign players into Lanca- 
shire clubs and refusing to play against them in the match, 
Lancashire v. Birmingham, on November 25th, the Secre- 
tarv was instructed to reply stating that it was the intention 
of the Committee to select only those players who are eli- 
gible to play for the Lancashire Cup under our own Rules.”’ 

The only qualification at that period was having been 
a recognised playing member of a club for twenty-eight 
days. 


NoveMBER 24TH, 1882. 

““A letter from Shefheld Association received. ob- 
jecting to play against *‘ other than bona-fide Lancashire 
men.” 

The following extracts from L. N. Jackson’s book, 
‘* Association Football,”” are very illuminating. 

** Very early in the Season the Birmingham Association 
entered the lists against professionalism and disqualified A. 


Jones (Walsall), D. Hodgetts and Green (St. George's), for 
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having received payment for playing in lsancashire. Shortly 
afterwards a Lancashire paper published a letter signed by 
J. Costley, a member of the Blackburn Olympic Club, 
stating, “that he had met J. Lewis (late Secretary of the 
Blackburn Rovers’ Club) and W. Duckworth by appoint- 
ment. when they promised, if he would join the Rovers, to 
give him a share of the gate-money of the Notts County 
match, and told him that he would be almost sure of Inter- 
national and County honours, as they had such influence 
on the English and Lancashire Committees.’ This, and 
manv other occurrences. demonstrated to a certainty that 
the evasion of the amateur laws was the rule rather, than 
the exception in certain districts, and at last The Football 
Association was forced to take action. The first con- 
viction was at the instance of the Darwen Club (which was 
probably the pioneer of veiled professionalism), and the 
offenders were a player named Beresford and the 
Accrington Club. The former was declared to be a pro- 
fessional, and the latter was expelled from the 
Association. 

“Early in 1884 the Upton Park Club protested against 
Preston North End on the grounds of professionalism. The 
case came before a special and largely attended meeting 
of the committee held at Kennington Oval. The scene was 
one not likely to be forgotten. Hitherto it had been almost 
impossible to convict offending clubs because of the tacit 
conspiracy which existed to prevent the facts from coming 
to the knowledge of the committee. On this occasion Mr. 
Sudell, the President of the Preston North End Club, and 
practically the manager of it, was called before the com- 
mittee. and, instead of avoiding the issue, he caused in- 
tense astonishment by admitting at once that they paid their 
players, and added that he could prove that nearly every 
other important club in Lancashire and in the Midlands did 
the same. After this admission the committee had no 
other alternative but to disqualify the Preston Club. No 
further steps were taken then, because it was felt that after 
such a frank confession the matter must be dealt with by 
the Association.”’ 
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BIOGRAPHIES. 


In presenting the following biographies of men who, 
‘came into football when it was in its infancy, it necessarily 
follows that incidents connected with the growth and de- 
velopment of the game must be included, indeed, the re- 
cital of some of the incidents probably portray their char- 
acteristics much better than the mere use of phrases, how- 


ever appreciative the latter may be used. 


The year 1918 was a a memorable one for the Lanca- 
shire F.A., the following members all “* passing the bar,’’ 
R. P. Gregson—who had retired in 1911—died in Apnil, 
1. S. Roscow in August, J. J. Bentley in September, and the 
then President of the Association, D. B. Woolfall in Octo- 
ber, and also W. A, Duckworth, who represented Division 
Four, also died that month. 


These losses were a severe blow to the Association, 
and the L.F.A, received messages of sympathy from all 


parts of the Country. 


The following pages are dedicated to the memory of 
the men who did so much in the early days to establish 
our game and to administer its rules, and at the same time 
to show the different parts they played in the changes that 


took place. 
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JOHN LEWIS. 
ByoViss C. E SUTCLIFFE. 


Born at Market Drayton on 30th March, 1855, died at 
Blackburn, 13th January, 1926. Member of the Council 
from 1889, elected Vice-President on |2th June, 1901, and 
President after the death of Mr. D. B, Woolfall on 8th 
November, 1918. His life was full of enthusiasm for the 
game, and he practically died in harness. 


He was one of the founders and pioneers of Blackburn 
Rovers Club in connection with which Club he was 
‘Treasurer from 1881 to 1894, and was a member of the 
Committee until 1897. As a referee he stood in the front 
rank, not so much because either players or Clubs loved 
him as that all feared him. He knew the Laws of the 
Game from beginning to end, and his keen eye detected 
all the tricks of the players. Ready and stern to punish, 
everybody knew he would stand no nonsense, and visiting 
Clubs could rely on him to discharge his duties fearlessly, 
hence they got a square deal. As a referee he stood at 
the top, yet he was always willing to help any other referee, 
not merely to understand the Laws of the Game, but to 
adopt the best methods of control. His criticism was often 
severe, but that was his method of teaching referees to be 
honest and strong. 


His honesty in all his work has never been doubted, 
and when Mr. Woolfall was laid to rest, Mr. Lewis was the 
only man whose claims to the Presidency could be con- 
sidered. He was so enthusiastic that he made a hobby of 
all his work in football. For years he must have been 
one of the best known men on the Railway, for not only 
was he prepared to referee football matches anywhere and 
at any time, but addresses on Football Sundays and Re- 
ferees Meetings specially appealed to him. He never 
claimed to be an orator, but he had always a definite 
message to deliver, which he did in plain homely fashion 
and feared no man. 
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He loved his work and was particularly proud of the 
positions he held in connection with the The Football Asso- 
ciation, the Football League, and the Lancashire Football 
Association, and he was very happy in doing all he could 
to further the game amongst the Junior Clubs. He was a 
born fighter, gloried in argument, was persistent in main- 
taining his view, and generally succeeded in getting his 
way: He carried his strict methods of refereeing into all 
phases of his work. Only his closest friends under- 
stood him, for he was so obsessed with his own ideas, 
so convinced that his judgment was always right, and had 
so little sympathy) with anyone who did not act as he 
thought they ought; that he was at times a stormy petrel 
and never hesitated to attack, in what seemed to many of 
us the most savage and violent fashion, some of his best 
friends. He made friends innumerable, for he was at the 
call of all. We loved him as President because he had 
always in mind what was best for the game. He has fallen 
foul of most of us, and we have been astounded at what 
seemed the bitterness of his attacks, but we soon learnt 
that his bark was worse than his bite, that his severe regard 
for what seemed to him to be the honest course for a time 
subdued his merciful judgment, but in the end his better 
nature rose to the top and just as he never harboured ill 
will towards any of us we could feel no ill against him. 

As a pioneer of the game it was fitting that he should 
become a missionary for football, and not only through 
Great Britain and Ireland, but on the Continent, and away 
in South Africa and Australia, he will be ever remembered 
for the vast contribution he made to the game in all its 
phases. What the sacrifice of home life and comforts, 
coupled with the strain of constant and wearying travel 
during the trips to South Africa and Australia meant to him, 
none can tell; those who mad the journey agree that 
he never spared himself, but threw his heart and soul in his 
work, devoting time and money to a ceaseless propaganda 
in our Colonies where football was in its infancy. Whilst in 
Australia it fell to my Jot to act as his Deputy, and on his 
return he took hold of the work without a scrap of arrears 
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to deal with. Had it been true of all his other offices, he 
would have been saved much of the worry and anxiety 
which beset him on his return. 


He had his failings, but we admired him none the 
less for that. At times too hasty in jumping to conclusions 
and too prone to regard a rumour as true, and guilt before 
proof had been tendered, there was a danger of him 
doing the very thing he prided himself that he would never 
do. that was.to act unfairly. 


There were times when | almost felt that he went out 
of his way to interfere with matters that did not concern 
him. and it became necessary for someone to act as peace- 
maker. Occasionally he conceived some new _ idea 
and with so much faith in himself he believed in its service- 
ability. At times it might have been better had he exer- 
cised a greater patience before committing himself and 
taken counsel of others, but we have far greater failings, 
and may be have far less reasons to criticise, still | crave 
compassion the more so. because | believe with all his 
failings he was one of the greatest men that ever took part 
in the conduct, control, and government of the game. 


Let us remember that honesty is not the outcome of 
leniency. Friendship calls for honesty rather than favour. 
His name is honoured and his memory respected through- 
out the land, and the present home of the Lancashire Foot- 
ball Association, which he formally opened on January 
29th, 1925, will stand as a lasting memorial to the memory 
of John Lewis. 


D. B. WOOLFALL. 


Mr. Woolfall had a long and close connection with 
football. | Originally he was associated with Blackburn 
Rovers, and served on the Committee for some time, but 
was not a playing member of the famous club. 

Mr. Woolfall first joined the Lancashire F.A. in 1881, 
and took his share of work during the anxious and trouble- 
some period of the early “‘eighties.”’ In May, !1901, he was 
elected President in succession to the late Mr. W. Forrest. 
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Mr. Woolfall was Hon. Treasurer of The F.A. to which 
position he was appointed in 1900. He was also President 
of the Federation Internationale de Football Association 
instituted at Paris in May, 1904. Mr. Woolfall was also 
on the International Selection Committee, but his best work 
was that of a financial expert in dealing with The F.A. 
Accounts, and in helping to build up the financial strength 
of The Association. In his younger days he was Secretary 


of the East Lancashire Cricket Club. 


When Mr. Woolfall passed away on the 24th October, 
1918, Lancashire football lost a member who by his dignity 
and his sincerity had done much to raise the standard of 
the game. 


a) HINDER: 
Mr. T. Hindle played with Darwen F.C., but an 


accident terminated his playing days. He then turned en- 
thusiastically to the administrative side of the game. 


Mr. Hindle was one of the founders of the Lancashire 
F.A. and was Secretary from its inception until he retired 
in 1882, but was then appointed Hon. Treasurer, which 
position he held until May, 1915. When the legalisation of 
professionalism was first mooted Mr. Hindle was very 
hostile to the new proposal, and, indeéd, he always re- 
gretted the adoption of professionalism. 


In different chapters of this History there are extracts 
from Minutes and other references which indicate not only 
the work of Mr. Hindle, but as Pioneer Secretary of the 
Association, also disclose some of the difficulties he had to 
contend with. 


Whatever may be the future of the Association, the 
name of Thomas Hindle must always be remembered in 
appreciation of his great work in assisting in the foundation 
of the Association and in building it up, notwithstanding 
all the turmoil and strife which reigned during the early 
days of the organisation. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
BIOGRAPHIES continued: 
J. S. ROSCOW, 


John Roscow was one of the pioneers of football. A\l- 
though quiet and unassuming, he had the courage of his 
convictions, he was not a platform man, but he was none 
the less a great worker, dour and determined, to cleanse 
football from anything discreditable. During his thirty- 
four years in connection with the Lancashire F.A. Mr. 
Roscow travelled thousands of miles in his attendance at 
Meetings. 


Mr. Roscow was induced to take an active part in 
football in a very curious manner. He was in the seventies 
a follower of Rugby football, but he was prevailed upon 
to go and watch an Association match between Great Lever 
and Turton, on the ground near Doe Hey Reservoir, but 
it was not a pleasant experience or introduction to the 
game in which later Mr. Roscow was going to play a big 
part. °' | was never more disgusted in my life,’’ once de- 
clared Mr. Roscow when referring to this match, and he 
added, “the language was so abominable that I left the 
ground before half-time.’ A few days later Mr. Roscow 
was asked to become a Member of the Great Lever Com- 
mittee. At first he declined, stating that he had heard 
more bad language at their match than he had heard for 
a long time, and the deputation replied they were seeking 
his help so as to help them to stop it. So Mr. Roscow be- 
came a Committeeman of Great Lever F-.C., and was 


Secretary from 1880 to 1886. 


In 1881-82 Great Lever had a curious experience in the 
Lancashire Cup Competition, for after defeating Eagley 
and Liverpool they were drawn against Irwell Springs, and 
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met them three times. Owing to a difficulty arising over 
George Sharples, whose qualification was impugned, they 
however survived the round, but were thrown out of the 
Competition by Blackburn Olymmpic.. On another occasion 
Great Lever went to play Lockwood Brothers at Shefheld, 
and to Mr. Roscow’s chagrin his team were down by three 
goals at half-time, and he spoke to the players, telling 
them “‘ they were making a mess of things.’’ Dennis Hod- 
getts—who was playing for Great Lever—assured Mr. 
Roscow that they would win, but the latter retorted, “‘ I'd 
sooner see it than hear it,’’ but win they did, for they 
scored nine times in the second half, and their opponents 
did not score again. 


Mr. Roscow was concerned in the introduction of pro- 
fessionalism. ‘The paying of players had become a scandal 
in 1884, and The F.A. took the matter up and circularised 
the Clubs, as a result of which some Clubs refused to play 
others. This left Great Lever without a match, and Mr. 
Stephen Tillotson, who was a Member of the Lancashire 
F.A., and also a Member of Burnley F.C., tried to arrange 
a match with Mr. Roscow, and arising out of their con 
versation it was decided to take steps to call a meeting, 
and at Mr. Roscow’s suggestion Mr. Tillotson went to see 
Mr. Sudell, of Preston North End, and the latter decided 
such meeting should be held in Bolton. The following 
extract from the Minutes of such meeting, recorded in the 
handwriting of Mr. W. Sudell is interesting :— 


‘* Meeting of football representatives held at the Com- 
mercial Hotel, Bolton, on Friday, |0th October, 1884, at 
7 p.m. Present: Mr. Sudell (North End), in ‘the Chair, 
Moore and McGregor (Zingari), Roscow, Helme, and Hardy 
(Great Lever), Brownlow and Pendlebury (Halliwell), 
Leech, Bradshaw and Tillotson (Burnley), W. Taylor (Bolton 
Wanderers), Whittaker (Burnley Union Star), Walmsley 
(Padiham), Sleigh, Gregory, and Mallison (Astley Bridge). 


Mr. Sudell explained the action taken by the National 
Football Association in the matter of imported players. A 
question was asked whether, in the event of Great Lever 
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playing Burnley on the morrow, the Clubs present would 
support them, As neither of the Clubs were in the Cup Com- 
petition the opinion appeared to be that the Association 
would have no jurisdiction in this particular case. The two 
Clubs, however, agreed to play the match entirely on their 
own responsibility, the meeting declining to commit itself. 


Resolved—That a meeting of the representatives of 
the Clubs present, and those named below, be called to 
consider the requirements of the Association, the meeting 
to be held at the Bay Horse, Blackburn, on Wednesday : 
Accrington, Blackburn Park Road., Rawtenstall, Black- 
burn, Clitheroe, Low Moor and Witton. 


This was the forerunner of other meetings, and ulti- 
mately The F.A., after a strong fight to maintain 
Amateurism, had to capitulate to opinion that had rapidly 
gained ground since the question was openly mooted. 


Mr. Roscow discovered some pléyers who became 
famous, amongst these being Johnny Goodall. the prince 
of centre-forwards, and Jimmy Trainer, as fine a goal- 
keeper as ever played between the posts. 


Mr. Roscow was one of the first League Referees, and 
took his last match in October, 1896. He often told the 
writer the reason of his retirement from refereeing, it was 
in his own words. “‘ because in one match | tried to please 
both sides, I pleased neither, and | displeased myself.”’ 


As Chairman of the Discipline Committee he was con- 
stant in attendance, and great was his righteous indignation 
when dealing with youths reported for the use of obscene 
and dirty’ language. ‘* Would you like your mother to 
hear such talk,’’ he once asked a youthful offender. The 
reply was a flood of tears. The boy's mother had only 
recently died. and Mr. Roscow’s shot had touched a sore 
spot. 


Many times he would advise those guilty of using foul 
language “‘ to climb a hill, as far away from anybody as 
you can get, and shout your dirty talk, and see if you are 
not ashamed of its sound.”’ 


Lied 


a 

ikaw tapanid adult, 9 eto , 
-et gud sell Did yenrdin f 4 . 
wotaonn, orks twill ad of pose qe. 

a — yeaa inbunirinr, euls tl coarosts 
alt. 10 o ehaiters Astour alt yuty ot eos 

< FR ot ett rile avieow aly Me 


Oo serinainainyer adr | lo Yori « jal ] 
rs belles. =, wollen! bien colt big. ctiombte) ed 
yoiiastr sit omitninenets oh) Yo ciiterrnipss wrk sb 
» godyencilyn SY: tres mated dentttoeseh t yall adi im Fite 
- Rg lnrensonad) tall tee? mardi ll . 
pW Dowel voted sere vested 
» shh been etl tortion te prradepen! afl me dar ; 
Meadetiatt at styl geet: o title vAt oT. “detace : 
shied hart jamal noinige of stalyeiinya: oe D bel .srinimre) a 
‘Amiooin vidsao’ we er at) conceit heuserag heniag 7 


i< nidheta Gdw anvitla sande Keeewdoell woaiedt ll 1 : 
Baril edt ebeod vandal wiled” sendi tenon auernsy 
: -leog # sail en assinl yom bas: Abiawrsletias le 
7 “ Atmoq set coovind beeally seve an repeal : 
a bura eoosalall arya J gap) 4ilt Jo sey gaw Woseoll AM . 

: ott blot nvflé Hi ct codoast)d nt than teal aid lor” 
sew Ih gai iagsal se Sao! trovteriio: acl to aeaeer of) soli 
ematley or halter b lsmn ae nv sensed ~ abtew wood a 
: i ae || veil baanolimily ! ives erltion boas soley | woolen died: 7 


up vow od Sethian sabyigell offi to annie a 
oang ev ahoatilary perl mmuy ier bas »onshiuniie mi fete 


soosdo Jo seubelqal hedge peluvere dliw geaitesh wane 
wl @xcliow 1 sy, oa wer Lilie’ am  ayaupnel ohh bre 
ott .. bers Pg Ass Letom ood ad “"ltad ghoue tao 


. : Him ton \ roth oa dean oil aaa dn heath © aay tq 
Sim @ be 3 myfet’ Peal sre @ Veeged 7) aM. brin Pale vlingeet 


wel inte en le ‘elineg=enedD saiviin ine Es | evi 4 
an gly monn a ny) “we mii on dtd g dinite 
om wby i aen bane dlad veto beat tuoda hae. 


LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, 165 


Mr. Roscow gave devoted and loyal service to the Lan- 
cashire F.A., and from 1884 to 1905 he only missed three 
meetings of the Association, and in the latter years of his 
life, when the Discipline Committee were dealing with an 
average of 500 cases each Season, he was attending 60 
meetings a year. Mr. Roscow was also a very keen 


““ Wanderer ’’ and was a life Member of the Club. 
Mr. Roscow died on 6th August, 1918, in his 77th 


year, and singular to relate the present Secretary of the 
Lancashire F.A. was at the door of his residence ringing 
for admission at the very moment the old veteran was 
changing mortality for immortality. 


Mr. Roscow was a Vice-President of the Association, 
and he held a Long Service Medal, in addition to which 
he held many offices in connection with Bolton and district 


football organisations. 
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» 
The death of J. J. Bentley took place at Fairhaven on 
the 2nd September, 1918, and so one more link with early 
time football was severed. 


In his early ‘teens he played for Turton, the oldest 
known Club in Lancashire. “Those were the days when J. 
C. Kay and W. T. Dixon, of Turton, J. Lewis and R. Birt- 
wistle, of Blackburn, and T, Hindle, of Darwen, were en- 
deavouring to establish organised Association football. In 
1880-81-82, Mr. Bentley was the Captain of Turton F.C., 
and he won his County Caps by playing as inside-right for 
Lancashire against Cheshire and Staffordshire. 


It was at Turton that J. J. Bentley had his first insight 
into club management, being Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 
From Turton he went to Bolton, and it was there whilst 


pet dae 
a 


aie a pm i Sait anne ha : 
‘goudt beset tag nil OMA at 
ed ty “zinay veital wt al’ hue , 
tie Miw yoibeads ree santhviteg 


Saline naw of rinen® rte wane 
‘ ged hy a. cali eave werag A 


Ne 

du) dt yp eediaold otil w enw: 
dN0 ail a ATO hairy At ae baile oy ria 

oli ta quidise® tanwayg adi atalos an ie iat | 
eiuas ee 16 rub old 1A aw A q oltncnad at 
adi tise wiay a te wiivefenina mt 
efitattegernnat =) wiilatronn wiriginniby 

sellaiooeA ari le Verstrra B anf ( 4 caw x worm mM 
doilw al nolyil he ii jell | wodvuat wan! -« blot ‘sd baa 
Vointei bern capitel alive wevibaaenting ai wo alltor scrimuce sled add 


. vrsvaialinnggyss | a 
: : : i 
= | - ; oat is 
a J _ . 
; j | : 
i) ai i 
= un 3 } i Mag oll 4 : . = 
- oe 1 
“a 


‘Ne, evan, a a; ovahy heuas fa abbas | i Yo Paes atl 
ime daive aici o6 on baw BIO) aeclmiqed fink ol. 


Lsieious ww ladon! anid 


jaobh nell ait tagala bd dees’ “lint Ged al a 
A wodw evel S18 wraw oll T aileeonkl ni duit) wii ~ 
“Hl OT hee tiwed. | non T te GK oT WW lie get 


sow «awit Ww alhaild Fs ‘hat danltl la Dlraive 
il Madiagl elites i sol eengne Maile clew =o penal 
A) nodal Te lay ya ty) aaw valttadl 9h YS 
140 ligit-abien) al rie lp vd aed wad) aid | ial awl 
Si ifaw ast lene aiiheod) waieye eal 


inden end eid hed odlera if { hinaly oral th sow £ 
iia: | beta yretoract nhl yiriad Bi eye: 
dalivbwr sted) vbw dt baa oso oF iad od x 


te 


166 History OF 


working as an Accountant that he acted in his spare time 
as Secretary to the Bolton Wanderers F.C., of which Club 
he became Chairman ten years later. 


Mr. Bentley was one of the founders of The Football 
League, and in 1893 became the President, which position 
he held until 1910, when he was elected a Life Member of 
the League. When the late T. Hindle resigned the Sec- 
retaryship of Lancashire F.A. in 1882, there was keen 
competition for the post, and Mr. Bentley was one of the 
applicants, in fact he was one of the last two to be voted 
upon, but the late R. P. Gregson was the successful can- 


didate. 


_J. J. Bentley also became a Vice-President of The 
F.A., he joined the Lancashire F.A. in 1887, and was made 
a Vice-President on |2th June, 1901. He, of course, held 
the L.F.A. Long Service Medal which he received in 1908, 
he also held long service medals of The F-A. and of The 
Football League. Not only had J. J. Bentley a large ex- 
perience in the management of Leagues and Clubs, but his 
journalistic work was well known, widely read and closely 
followed by the football reading public. 


His life began in Turton, being born there in 1860, 
and his football activities began there. It was, therefore, 
fitting that he should be laid to rest in the village of his 
birth, and the place that gave birth to organised football. 
When the large assembly of football representatives 
met at Turton on the 5th September, 1918, the 
Great War was still raging, and yet how peaceful was the 
country side. Football was then in a very low state conse- 
quent upon the call for men to serve their King and 
Country, but the end of the War was within sight. , 


J. J. Bentley had fought his fight, his battles were over, 
and representatives of football organisations, great and 
small, far and near, gathered to pay homage to him. his 
memory, and his work. 
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CHAPTER Bax IV" 
BIOGRAPHIES—continued. 


THEALATEGR. PyGREGSON: 


Mr. Gregson was elected Secretary of the Lancashire 
F.A. in 1882, the appointment then being merely a part 
time one. and he not only did great work for Lancashire 
F.A., but he carried numerous proposals which revolution- 


ised the methods of The F.A. 


He headed an agitation in favour of the legalisation of 
professionalism, and though defeated in his first attempt, he 
continued the campaign until success crowned his efforts. 
Mr. Gregson also secured more representation of the North 
on The F.A., the President and Secretary of that body re- 
sigming as a protest, but eventually harmony was restored. 
A scheme drawn up by Mr. Gregson and Mr. D. B. Wool- 
fall, was accepted, whereby there was a re-distribution of 
seats. From that event evolved the division of the area 
of The F.A. and divisional elections. 


The system of a qualifying Competition also emanated 
in the brain of Mr. Gregson, 


R. P. Gregson, or “ Dick,’’ as he was known to his 
friends, was a Member of The F.A. Council until I9I1, 
and during that long connection was a Member of most im- 
portant Committees, giving particular service on the Inter- 
national Selection Committee. At one period he was one 
of the best known of Referees, and officiated in many F.A. 


1g 


fe 


7, 
& 
, 


te moltgeibagah ad to treyat ny 


anolio To Weoley mine aa: 
~ thine sili, ie" 9 9 
“pr thed 4 i oy GrRAe We, hoe sevalriaeny 
; 


a Tete al LW. Yee eeustreres 


ae 
— SS | . 7 ; j 
= yw 7] 
bsunlinos 24 1H4 
MOLDS | STAI ai 

+ryidensaal sits y gives botanle | = iM 
tq 4 doting gale & Pron dacsk Cat AN 
videesan). so} Taye re aprieaay lito a ek io ee 


naitulave: doidw alhbotyony averomurn Lia Pent re tid ; 
: eres pit 


=o ge) em il ni botaelst A, 


“hoo ft CaM bam amiagaae) AD a 
le rou chismeoe eae omy ydingder 
Bin ad ta tiobavil sat hewlove wes. 4 i 
to at ate wapindyiby oat 7: 
hednitens Gale rating) extegh te | 109 , ; 
ae : ohn apy 
nal ag st wveatt ah enw a dale ; 


Ade hii Keeieg) on st Pepe 


r yee 


Se ae 


Ris. MSIE Ea ‘e L. A. PAGE. 
Huddersfield Town F.C, Burnley I.C,. 


W. WATSON. J. DAWSON. 
Burnley F.C Burnley F.C, 


ACURIRGTONU 
Pee TOMI ES A PRS 


. S0A4%.& J ¥1J2H A 
a DT gotanatt JE wal (sbaiiwsohdi ft 


ApAWAG ae 
V4 volnsail : 24 et ( ue 
$< a re RO ee i r . 
. “HO TUMIRDO AT SEE = ij 
Vous + ab ee : eas 


LANCASHIRE. FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, 169 


Cup Ties, Scottish Cup Ties, and International Matches. 
The only kind of match that he did not referee was The 
F.A. Cup Final Tie. 


On the completion of his twenty-five years service as 
Secretary of the Lancashire F.A., Mr. Gregson was in 1907 
presented with a purse of gold, a silver-mounted pipe. and 
a silver match box, and his wife was also presented with a 
gold bracelet. 


Mr. Gregson was by profession a photographer at 
Blackburn, and in his later years at Lytham, and 
he was in fact for many years the official photo- 
grapher to The F.A. When X-Rays were first intro- 
duced for surgical work, Mr. Gregson took up this 
important branch of work. and visited many hospitals in 
the North of England. It will also be seen that Mr. Gregson 
was also a pioneer in a service that has done wonders in 
aiding medical work. Mr. Gregson was a skilled ambul- 
ance worker, and as such he was said to “‘ have done the 
work of a dozen men’ on that black day of football. when 
the Grand Stand gave Way at Ibrox Park in 1902. when the 
International Match, Scotland v. England, was in progress. 
Twenty-five persons were killed, and hundreds injured. the 
players dressing rooms being used as surgeries, and_ it 
was said that the rooms resembled slaughter houses, Mr. 
Gregson made splints out of floor boards. doors and frame 
wo«k. and laboured for many hours, and there is no doubt 
his heroic work in alleviating the sufferings of the injured, 
enshrined his name in Scottish football history. In the 
records of that terrible disaster, all name Mr. Gregson as 
one of those who rendered great service on this sad 
occasion. 


Mr. Gregson was devoted to fishing, and also proficient 
at Billiards, he was also an ardent smoker. On one 
occasion when he was rather unwell, he was advised by 
that typical Lancashire character, * Dick ’’ Birtwistle, to 
‘“ smoke less and start drinking,” this being a dig at Mr. 
Gregson’s abstinence. 
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During 1909 to 1911 Mr. Gregson had been further ex- 
perimenting in colour photography, a study of which he 
had made for over twenty years, and having achieved his 
object he retired from all his football work, and went to 
live at Stavely, where he remained until his death, which 


took place on the 17th April, 1918. 


W. A. DUCKWORTH. 


Mr. Duckworth was a stalwart of Bury Football Club, 
and was ever anxious to keep the flag proudly flying at 
Gigg Lane. Football he loved as his life. It was to him 
a passion, which was shared by; his wife, his 
sons, and his daughters. In his early days he played a 
little cricket, and was a wicket keeper with a useful pair 


of hands; later in life Mr. Duckworth often had his holi- 


days when Lancashire were playing cricket in the South. 


Mr. Duckworth was a thorough Lancashire man, and 
the architect of his own fortune. He had no affectations, 
but was very genuine and thorough, and not only formed 
his own conclusions but adhered to them. For ten years 
he was President of the Manchester County F.A., and 
he was first elected a Member of Lancashire Association 


in 1892, which position he held until his death in 1918. 


Mr. Duckworth received his Long Service Medal. in 
1913, and whilst he will always be remembered for his great 
work on behalf of Bury Football Club, yet, his cheerfulness 
and kindness were such that he will be remembered with 
pleasure by everyone with whom he came in contact. 


Mr. Duckworth was also a member of The F.A. 


Council. 
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J. J. HAWORTH. 


John James Haworth died in March, 1909, and _ his 


passing was a distinct break with the past. 


Mr. Haworth was one of the pioneers of Football, a 
stalwart of Turton F.C., and for many years a most service- 
able Member on the Council of The L.F.A., to which he 
was first elected in 190]. For thirty-two years he was the 
friend, supporter, and adviser of Turton F.C., indeed he 
was often described as the father of junior football in Bolton 
and district. 


Mr. Haworth died in ofhce in connection with the 
sport he so admired, but his interests were many. He 
was a Sidesman at St. Anne’ Church, Turton, a Freemason, 
Oddfellow, and Forrester, and connected with the Bolton 
Amateur League and the Bolton Wednesday League. He 
was one of nature's gentlemen, and lived a life of public 
usefulness, he was Chairman of the League’s Sanction Com- 
mittee, and drafted the Model Rules for the use of Leagues. 
Mr. Haworth was most systematic in all his work, and he 
was equally thorough in all he attempted. 


Mr. Haworth was not spared to see the fruition of his 
labours, but the improvements he brought about are a 
standing memorial to his faithful service. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


THE ORIGIN AND RISE OF THE CENTRAL 
LEAGUE. 


By J. E, MANGNALL. 


The origin and rise of the Central League. Formed 1911. 
The Founders and First Members. League’s Rise and ° 
Progress. Present Officials. 


About half way through the month of May, I9II, the 
League clubs had reason to complain of the attitude 
adopted by the other clubs, and particularly those in the 
Second Division, Lancashire Combination. In the past the 
League clubs had loyally obeyed the rules, although they 
had been out-voted as the result of sectional meetings held 
for the purpose, and on one occasion an adjourned Annual 
Meeting was necessary. Prior to the Annual Meeting— 
May, I9I11,.a caucus meeting of sixteen clubs was held. 
I do not pretend to a knowledge of what transpired at that 
meeting, but it was suggested that the club calling the 
meeting was anxious to have one of its members on the 
Management Committee; that members of League clubs 
should be opposed, particularly those from Bolton, How- 
ever, that may be, it is significant that Messrs. J. J. Bentley, 
T. Y. Ritson, and J. T. Howcroft, were thrown off the 
Committee. 

The League Clubs were indignant and determined 
not to tolerate these caucus meetings any longer. As Sec- 
retary of the Club I knew that Manchester United had not 
only made up its mind to withdraw from the Lancashire 
Combination, but that its intention was to make application 
for admission to one of the Manchester Leagues. | then 
submitted a scheme to Mr. J. H. Davies, President, and he 
gave me authority to proceed carte blanche as best | 
thought. Of the clubs interviewed, | got promises of 
support from Bolton Wanderers, Bury, Crewe Alexandra, 
Glossop, Manchester City, Manchester United, Oldham 
Athletic, Preston North End, Stockport County, and South- 
port Central. 
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The idea at that time—if no more clubs linked up—was 
to fill in the vacant Saturdays by means of a subsidiary 
competition. After an Annual General Meeting of the 
L.F.A. at the Winter Gardens, Blackpool, on May 24th, 
1911, I called a private meeting. The following clubs were 
represented: Blackpool, Blackburn Rovers, Bolton Wan- 
derers, Burnley, Bury, Everton, Liverpool, Manchester 
City, Manchester United, Oldham Athletic, and Preston 
North End. Mr. W. A. Wilkinson (Manchester City), was 
invited to take the Chair, Mr. W. C. Cuff (Everton), was 
requested to act as Honorary Secretary, pro. tem. ‘The 
Chairman remarked that the members present were invited 
together to discuss the treatment meted out to them by the 
non-League Clubs of the Lancashire Combination, and re- 
ferred to the unsettled feeling that had existed during the 
past few Seasons, and to the unsportsmanlike action in re- 
jecting three valued members of the Management Com- 
mittee. 

The members present strongly condemned the recent 
actions of the non-League clubs, and expressed their will- 
ingness to withdraw from Membership of the Lancashire 
Combination, although several were unable to pledge their 
clubs until they had discussed and considered the position. 

The meeting therefore stood adjourned to May 28th, 
1911, in London, at which meeting all the Lancashire clubs 
in the League, in addition to Stockport County and Glossop, 
were represented 

The Chairman (Mr. W. A. Wilkinson), gave a resume 
of the proceedings at Blackpool, and it was resolved “ that 
Messrs. Knowles (Darwen), Rigg (Rochdale), and Fletcher 
(Chester), be admitted to the meeting.» Each gentleman 
addressed the meeting and urged the members to 
reconsider their position, and continue to work with the 
non-League clubs in the Lancashire Combination, at any 
rate for another Season. The deputation were thanked 
and withdrew. 

It was resolved *' That the League clubs, Members of 
the Lancashire Combination, resign from that Combination, 
and form a new League, and that application be made to 
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The F.A. for affiliation, and that a meeting of the members 
be held at Manchester on a date to be fixed by a Sub- 
Committee to consider name, rules, etc.” The following 
were appointed a Sub-Committee : Messrs, Wilkinson. Bar- 
croft, Clayton, Houghton, Mangnall, and the Secretary. 


At a meeting of the Sub-Committee held at the 
Imperial Hotel, London, on May 29th, 1911, it was Re- 
solved: ‘' That the new League be called the Central 
League.’ The Chairman and Secretary were deputed to 
prepare a set of rules. The Secretary reported that the 
thirteen League clubs had resigned their membership of 
the Lancashire Combination. A meeting of clubs was 
held at the Mosley Hotel, Manchester, on June 1[3th, 1911, 
Mr. W. A. Wilkinson presiding. The roll was signed by 
the representatives of the thirteen clubs, 

It was unanimously resolved that the League consist 
of eighteen clubs. 

A representative from each applying club, except 
Barnsley, attended and spoke in support of its application. 
The poll resulted as follows :— 


OULD DOrE Central’ ©.) 2) less. eretenes 13 votes. 
Alddérsheld 7 eas. Sr een tee 12 votes. 
Rochdale an. 7 Ae Res, Se 11 votes. 
Barnsley eo ee Oe Oe. 10 votes. 
Crewe Alexandia‘’ 1). ois. lee ee. 10 votes. 
St. Helen s itece © 2). eee 3 votes. 
Eeclés Bordtich Pes Pe, tae s tee: 2 votes. 
AW rex aris | Stes ti ane ie RL, este 2 votes. 
Waccléshald BAe iate Bite sin nds sanis ss | vote 

Northern’ Noniads )45.tustis,werts cco snes ] vote 

South LAverpoolt sieca.t sehen 0 votes. 
Tranmere Rovers |i... 4. teases cavcves 0 votes. 


The Chairman thereupon declared Southport Central, 
Huddersfield Town, Rochdale, Barnsley, and Crewe 
Alexandra, duly elected members of the Central League. 

Mr. Wilkinson proposed, Mr. Houghton seconded, and 
it was unanimously resolved that Mr. J. McKenna be 
elected President. 
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Mr. H. S. Hamer (Bury), was appointed Hon. 
Treasurer. 

Mr. W. C. Cuff (Everton), was appointed Hon, Sec- 
retacy, pro. tem. 

Messrs. T. A, Barcroft, W. R. Clayton, T. Houghton, J. 
E. Mangnall, and W. A. Wilkinson, with the President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary, were appointed a Committee of 
Management 

Overtures, on three occasions have been made to ex- 
tend the League. The last effort was on April 22nd, i1926, 
when a scheme was brought forward suggesting that [The 
Central League should be geographically divided into 
Northern and Southern sections, 22 Clubs in each. It was 
Resolved: ‘‘ That in the opinion of the members the time 
for extension of the Central League is not opportune.’ 

Of the seventeen Secretaries acting in that capacity 
at the formation of The Central League all have re- 
linguished that office, except Mr. T. A. Barcroft (Black- 
pool). 

Although they were elected at the formation, Barnsley, 
Huddersfield Town, and Rochdale, had to forego the 
honour, and play in their original Competition for a further 
Season. As Lincoln City and Burslem Port Vale were pro- 
mised election to The Central League upon certain terms, 
in case two or more clubs were rejected by the League’s 
Sanction Committee, they were admitted to membership. 
Linco!n City won the first Championship,’ with Burslem 
Port Vale runners-up. The League, therefore, in the year 
of its inception consisted of seventeen clubs. 

The present Officials are :— 

President: Mr. J. McKenna. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. T. A. Barcroft. 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. W. C. Cuff. 

Management Committee: Messrs. W. I. Bassett, W. 
E. Bracewell, Hilton Crowther, H. P. Hardman, J. E. 
Mangnall and A. E. Nicholls. 

Board of Appeal: Messrs. LE. Case, R. E. Lythgoe, and 
C. E. Sutcliffe. 

Auditors: Messrs. J. Nicholson and Allan Welch. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
LANCASHIRE’S SENIOR CLUBS, 


This chapter and succeeding ones have reference to the 

formation, rise, and progress of the seventeen Senior Clubs 

in the County. It is impossible to give a full history of each 

Club, but a concise review of each of the Clubs concerned 
is presented to the readers. 


ACCRINGTON STANLEY, 


Accrington Stanley may be regarded as the successors 
of Accrington, who were amongst the Clubs which joined 
the Football League at its formation. The old Club fell 
on evil times because it could not keep pace with the times, 
and after five years in the First Division ceased to exist. 
Sandwiched between Blackburn and Burnley the financial 
strain was too great, and the Club which had given us 
the brothers Horne, McLellan, Stevenson, Bob Bryce, Jud- 
Howarth, Barbour, Wilkinson, Arnold Whittaker, and 
others, ceased its operations, and after a generation, we 
come to the doings of a Club which started with little am- 
bition and pretention. You can never kill memories, and 
when the question of a Third Division of The Football 
League cropped up, Accrington Stanley set out to present 
its claim for consideration. The knowledge that 
Accrington had been crushed out between the two North- 
East Lancashire First Division Clubs did not discourage 
them. If Accrington could run a First Division team in 
1888 and 1889, why not Accrington Stanley in 1921, thus 
when the Third Division, Northern Section, was formed, 
the Stanley Club was included amongst the twenty selected. 
The first two Seasons saw them maintaining a fairly high 
standard, then they began to lose ground, until at the end 
of Season 1926-27 they finished in the bottom two. 
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At times they have promised better things, and 
flattered to deceive, and in Season 1925-26 ran into the 
Final for the Lancashire Cup, being beaten by Bury on 
the ground of the Bolton Wanderers Club. Stanley have 
still something to think about, and something to emulate. 
Their predecessors, Accrington, won the Lancashire Cup 
in the second year of the Competition, and for two succes- 
sive Seasons in 1887-88 and 1888-89. Stanley also won the 
Junior Cup in 1920-21. Fortunately they have an ambitious 
Directorate under the Chairmanship of Mr. Cunliffe, and 
with the advice of that old Villa and Bradford City player, 
Ernest Blackburn, ought yet to make things hum. The 
ground question has been handled in business like fashion, 
but it is the team that wins games, and gains promotion. 
Nelson did the trick in 1922-23, but did not stick it. Stanley 
will always have serious Lancashire rivals in Nelson and 
Rochdale, whilst Southport and Wigan Borough may come 
along any season. It would be a proud day for our friend, 
Richard Watson, if Stanley won the Northern Section 
Shield, but the Club must go on building. Patience and 
perseverance can overcome every difficulty. 


Accrington’s glories are memories, Stanley's triumphs 
have yet to come. On, Stanley on! 


The original Accrington Club was formed in 1878, the 
title changed to Accrington Stanley in 1893, and in 1921, it 
became “ Accrington Stanley (1921), Limited).”’ 


BARROW F.C. 


Poor luckless Barrow! Oh that I could write words 
of inspiration, and invest the Club with that spirit of faith 
which conquers all things. Of patience they have a goodly 
share, hope with them is eternal, and sooner or later many 
would delight to see them gain the reward of their incessant 
toil. Out of the world, almost amongst the mountains they 
stand in a sphere of splendid isolation. Like Wigan 
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Borough, Rochdale and Halifax Town, they have fought 
to get a footing in an old Rugby centre, and through all 
their struggles William Dickinson has stood by and often 
for the Club, believing that in the end all will be well. Does 
luck run in cycles? Surely at Barrow their luck seems al- 
ways out. In Seasons 1925-26 and 1926-27 the Club finished 
at the bottom of the Northern Section. Bad trade has been 
their undoing. If only the special trade of Barrow could 
be revived so that the people had money to spend on 
pleasure, the Barrow Club would be in clover. 


The Clubs of The Football League have been very 
considerate, and have not sought to punish the Club by 
adding to its misfortune. Barrow without the Football 
League would be a Club without a shelter, but you can- 
not go on expecting favours year after year- [he wooden 
spoon is the most despised trophy in football, and it is a 
sure step to rejection. Barrow must mark my words. It 
is no use paying the price of a Derby winner for an old war- 
horse, nor is it wise to pay First Division wages to players 
not good enough for the Second. Above all, Northern 
Section football is a business proposition. There are 
players who are paid to play, who play for their pay, and 
others who think their play deserves more pay. Barrow 
must find the aspiring youths who are triers, and cut their 
coat according to their cloth. Barrow is the great centre 
of the Furness District. Of ambition they have their share, 
of expectation not a little, but as yet, and year after year, 
they have nothing to show but unfulfilled promises. | 
remember Workington, Frizington Athletic, Moss Bay 
Exchange, Cleator Moor Athletic, and other Clubs in 
other days. Cannot they supply Barrow with a sparkling 
team that would win a much better public interest and 
support, and give better results on the field of play? Luck 
may turn. if not we must turn it. We must not make luck 
responsible for our own failures, so Barrow, please buck 


up. 
There was a Barrow Club formed in 1902, since which 


there have been two or three schemes of re-organisation. 
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BLACKBURN ROVERS F.C. 


To try and give in concise form anything in the nature 
of a record of the Rovers Club is impossible, and happily 
I am spared the need. for in connection with the Jubilee 
of the Club, a full and interesting History was published, 
hence to those who have a copy it is only necessary to 
add a brief P.S. to bring the History up to date. Those who 
did not purchase a copy ought at once to remedy their 
oversight. In it is told in most interesting style the story 
of the Club’s good and ill fortune, from its formation in 
1875 to its Jubilee in 1925. Every page is of interest and 
full of information which every football enthusiast should 
read. The story of each of the five occasions when the 
Rovers won the Cup. ‘Thrice in succession, 1883-84, 1884- 
85, and 1885-86. the Rovers were Cup winners, beating the 
famous Queen's Park on the first two occasions, and West 
Bromwich Albion on the last. 


The changes in the constitution of a team have always 
a prejudicial affect, and for three years the Rovers failed 
to reach the Final. but rose in their majesty to win the 
Cup in Seasons 1889-90 and 1890-91. Having regard to 
the strength of the Clubs entering the contest during the 
period of the Rovers’ triumphs, the later feats are far 
greater than the victorv of the Club in the early days of 
the Competition. [hen came a break in their Cup Tie 
history, and to their dismay thev had the mortification of 
seeing the record number of wins pass to Aston Villa, and 
it was not until the Season iust ended that the Rovers again 
attained a superiority and carried off the Cup. beating 


Huddersfield Town at Wembley by 3—I. Their latest 
triumph was perhaps their greatest, for Huddersfield Town 
had been acclaimed as the wonder team. The knowing 


ones, full of daring, asserted that the Cup was a gift for 
the Yorkshire team, who were expected not only to win 
the Cup, but also the League Championship. 


We are indeed grateful to the Rovers for enriching 
our Jubilee Year by bringing The F.A. Cup to Lancashire. 
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| am not going to recall all the famous players who have 
worn the blue and white shirts. Their glory can never 
fade, and amongst the portraits on other pages will be 
found those of many whose names are inseparable from 
the game. To those must be added the names of the Cup 
winners last Season. There will be some who will give a 
special word of praise to various players, yet those who 
saw the game realised that it was the team as a team that 
won the game in such masterly fashion. Probably Harry 
Healless, if asked, might take a risk. | will not, for he of 
all others, must have been so proud of all the other ten that 
he would concede that every man was worthy of his 
colleagues. 


Although the Rovers had a quiet Cup Tie period we 
must not forget that in 1911-12, and again in 1913-14, when 
no one decried the standard of football, the Rovers won the 
league Championship, a Competition in which they were 
never Runners-up. We old stagers like to compare the 
new with the old. So be it. 


I make bold to say that though the Rovers may have 
had greater individual players they never fielded a better 
team as a team, than in last Season’s Cup Final, a match 
in which we saw linked the new with the old, for Robert 
Crompton had his hand in their last triumph, though he 
could never get hold of a medal for himself. Perhaps 
the present Directors will appreciate that off the field he 
wielded a greater influence than on it. 


The Rovers have won the Lancashire Cup eleven 
times, four years in succession, later they won it twice in 
succession, in three of four Seasons, whilst at a _ later 
period they won it three times in five successive Seasons. 
As a reminder, but with the kindliest of feelings may | 
remind them that the last occasion was in I9]0-I1, It 
seems a long time since, for such famous Cup winners. 
Another “‘ win’’ is about due- 

The Chairman of the Club is Mr. Will Walsh, and the 
Secretary-Manager is Mr. A. Barritt, who was previously 
Assistant to Mr. John Haworth at Turf Moor, Burnley. 
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BEACKPOOL, EC; 


Founded in 1887 and one of the stalwarts of the old 
Lancashire League. From its formation full of promise 
and enthusiasm, but in The Football League always failing 
us at the last minute. They once shocked Shefheld United 
by accepting a tempting bait to play an English Cup Tie 
at Shefheld, though drawn to play at Blackpool, and had 
the audacity and ability to win. They have had the 
audacity to tell us over and over again that they were bent 
on promotion, but have never as yet fulfilled their promise. 
Why? They have the most enthusiastic Board of any foot- 
ball Club in the Kingdom. Since R. B. Middleton left 
B'ackpool to take charge of Blackburn Rovers, our old 
friend, Tom Barcroft, has discharged in a Honorary capa- 
city the duties of Secretary. They have had Managers 
who we were told were going to carry Blackpool into the 
First Division. They have transferred players who have 
carried on in First Division teams, and are now amongst 
the best. Their transferred players have won International 
and Inter-League honours. They have had on their pay 
roll, goalkeepers like Hacking, backs like Jones, half-backs 
like Wilson, and forwards like Gill, Mee, Hardman and 
Cox. Yet where are they to-day? Parted with an Inter- 
national team, yet rushing hither and thither to make good 
the gaps- 


The town is favoured by all. They have built luxurious 
stands and found favour for Amateur trial and Internationa]! 
games, but as I write, the Club is under the horrid spectre 
of relegation. I look at the Board, past and present, and 
recall such pioneers as Ted Little, Fred Seed and Sam 
Butterworth. Such stalwarts as Albert Hargreaves, 
financial friends like Sir Lindsay Parkinson, yet the Club 
flounders. An old Army, Officer for his michievous 
peccadilloes blamed the climate. Is the Blackpool air too 
strong? Or is life in Blackpool not conducive to success ? 
I must not forget that players of other Clubs have resided 
at Blackpool. 
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Blackpool have never won The F.A. Cup. or 
the Lancashire Cup. In seasons 1887-88 and _ 1890- 
91 they won the Lancashire Junior Cup, and_ in 
1913-14 reached the Final of the Lancashire Cup, 
to be beaten by Manchester United, and _ again 
in 1924-25 to be beaten by Bolton Wanderers. It 
might appear that a change of ground would do them 
good, but they must fight shy of Bolton where they lost 
both Lancashire Cup Finals. 

The Club’s first officials were, Alderman John Bicker- 
staff, President, Joe Hill, Treasurer, John Anderton, Sec 
retary. The first Directors were Messrs. W. Bond, E. 
Little, L. Seed, R. Swarbrick, J. Walmsley, with T. Sefton, 
as Secretary. 

The present Chairman is Mr. Sam Butterworth, Mr. 
Albert Hargreaves is the Vice-Chairman, and Mr. T. A. 
Barcroft. the smiling and indefatigable Hon. Secretary. 
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CHAPTER. XAVIE 
LANCASHIRE’S SENIOR CLUBS—continued. 
BOLTON WANDERERS. 


What a name, what a Club, and what a team! Yet | 
ask is the Wanderers’ Club any stronger in playing strength 
than in the days of Powell, Roberts, Vaughan, Brogan and 
Davenport? Is their defence any better than the immortal 
trio Sutcliffe, Somerville and Jones? Wherein then lies 
the success of the post war team compared with the teams 
in the 80's and 90's and early in the present century ? Has 
it been in Management? Nay, surely such men as J. J. 
Bentley, Peter Ward, and Will Settle, only to mention 
three, knew as much about football and footballers as any 
man living to-day. Then their late President, Mr. J. H. 
Makent, was with the Club for near on half a century. Like 
many more Lancashire clubs, it has had its dark days and 
trying ordeals, and in the fight for existence, and in paving 
the way to fortune, there were three bosom chums in John 
Bentley, Walter Taylor, and Tom Gregson, who saved the 
Club from irretrievable ruin. Later our old friend, Harry 
Downs, who knows perhaps more of Lancashire football 
in all its grades and phases than any living man, took over 
the reins of office as Secretary in succession to Mr. Bentley. 
The team no matter who was introduced could never do 
better in a playing sense than win the Lancashire Cup. 
In the F.A. Cup Competition semi-final stages they seemed 
fated to run up against Notts County, and only once pre- 
war did they reach the Final, and _ then_ to 
be beaten by Manchester City by a_ goal, which 
though City assert was a good one, Mr. Tom Ritson 
has, however, thousands of supporters who _ believe 
and argue otherwise. Since the war the Wanderers have 
proved particularly strong in The F.A. Cup Competition, 
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and took part in the first memorable Final at Wembley, 
when in consequence of an incomplete ground and the 
population equal to a huge town desiring to see the game, 
90,520 persons paid at the turnstiles, and 35,527 ticket 
holders were admitted, giving a total of 126,047, Thousands 
got in free, and thousands never got in at all. The ‘‘gate”’ 
amounted to £27,776. and the Wanderers Club received 
£8,070 16s. IId. from the Semi-Final and Final. Just 
imagine it, and compare it with Burnley running a whole 
season with receipts less than £2,000. In the change from 
struggle to affluence, there has been a gradual paving of 
the way. and the march of progress during the 50 years of 
the Club’s history, seems like a chapter from some book of 
fiction, 


At its commencement the Club was a Sunday School 
Club known as Christ Church, and actually had its existence 
under that name in 1874. The name of the Club was not 
changed and the present name adopted until 1877, so that 
the Club reached its jubilee as Bolton Wanderers last year. 
Although the Club in its early stages liad two or three rough 
and ready pitches, the Club has practically only known two 
grounds, Pike’s Lane and Burnden Park. 


If we recall the names of the great players of the past 
who have worn the Wanderers Colours, such as Struthers, 
Steele, Sutcliffe, Powell, Roberts, Brogan, Davenport, 
Somerville, Jones and a host of others, we should merely 
recall names of whom Pym, Finney, Seddon. Butler, Jack, 
Nuttall, Joe Smith, and Vizard are worthy successors. 


Bolton Wanderers was one of the moving spirits in the 
fight for the legalisation of professionalism, and even yet 
they chuckle over the way they fooled a delegation of The 
Football Association by palming off as the original books 
of the Club, a duplicate set carefully written up by the Sec- 
retary for the purpose, and upon the accuracy and ex- 
cellent manner in which the books were kept he was com- 
plimented by the Commission. But you cannot carry on 
a deception for ever, and Bolton Wanderers came out into 
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the open and joined the British Association. During the 
fight for recognition, none rendered greater assistance than 
Mr. Peter Parkinson at one time President of the Club, 


Mr. J. J. Bentley became Secretary in February, 1885, 
in succession to Mr. Tom Rawsthorne, and his influence on 
the Club was such that during the remainder of the season 
the team played 28 matches, winning 25 and drawing 3. 

The Wanderers ground at Burnden Park was opened 
on |7th August, 1895, with a visit by Preston North End. 
Prior thereto, the Club had some difficulty in finding share- 
holders who had to be tempted to take up 25 shares wy the 
offer of a medal entitling the holder to two season tickets 
in perpetuity. We have not the space to follow the Club 
through its existence at Burnden Park, the ground has been 
gradually improved, the Club’s financial position made as 
safe as the Bank of England, and Mr. W. Hamer and his 
colleagues have had a very happy time for some years, due 
to wise management and the capability of Mr. C. E. Fowe- 
raker. To-day the Club owns the ground and the vacant 
land adjoining, and some day we or our successors will 
see the ground at Burnden Park equipped with the latest 
type of grand stand and with ample covered accom- 
modation to meet the requirements of the most attractive 
games. 


The Lancashire Football Association have much reason 
to be grateful to its Clubs for their loyalty, and none have 
been more considerate and helpful than the Bolton Wan- 
derers F.C. 

As we go to press, arrangements have been made for 
our Jubilee Match, Lancashire v. a Team selected by The 
F.A., to be played at Burnden-Park on 10th October, 1928. 


BURNLEY. 


If ever a Club was called on to start at the bottom, it 
was the Burnley Football Club. Prior to season 1881-82 
Rugby was the only style of game played in the town, and 
when the change over to Association was decided on, the 
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players had to try and learn the new game. They knew 
that success only awaited on perseverance, and that defeat 
or failure whilst learning must never discourage. In those 
days there was no call for goal scoring to be made easier, 
for as an old player says *‘ Goals were so easily scored 
against us that we are thankful records were not kept in 
those days.’’ The players needed tutors, and found help and 
advice from players borrowed from Accrington, Darwen, 
and Clitheroe. The Burnley Club had much to thank their 
neighbours from Accrington for first tutoring them in the 
arts of football. and also turning their attention to making 
serious efforts to build up a great team. Old Burnley 
people will readily recall T7om Bryce (the brother of Bob 
of Accrington fame), Harper, Gair, Friel, Arthur, Marshall, 
Macrae, Shiel. Beattie. and McNee. of the early pro- 
fessional days who gradually ousted such locals as 
Wigglesworth, Sam Hargreaves, Leonard Metcalf, Tom 
Cross, Charlie Fulton, Arthur Birley, Harry Walton, and 
Tom Midgley, just as they had taken the place of much 
earlier stagers as Harry Bradshaw, Fergie Slater, ls W. 
Holden, C. E. Sutcliffe W. Brown. and others. 


In fact, before we reached the mid-eighties Burnley 
had secured a Scottish XI., and naturally their players were 
outlawed by Scotland and came under the ban of The Foot- 
ball Association. You can't keep charging expenses to 
ground, and paying wages sub-rosa, but what the truth 
will out; and so Burnley was amongst the Clubs that joined 
the British Association, and helped to bring about 
professionalism. 


Burnley with Bolton Wanderers were the first pro- 
fessional Clubs to play before Royalty, and aptly, Burnley 
continued to progress, until they were the first to play be- 
fore and receive The Football Association Cup from His 
Majesty the King. Between the two occasions 1886 and 
1914, Burnley had built up some splendid teams. Who is 
there of the old school that will ever forget goalkeepers 
like Kay and Hillman, backs like Bury, Lang, and McClin- 
tock. halves like Jock Abram, W. McFetteridge, and Jack 
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Keenan, or forwards like Gallocher, McLardie, Lambie, 
Stewart and Hill, and later Edgar Chadwick. We talk of 
centre-forwards. Had Burnley ever the equal of Claude 
Lambie ? Oh yes, say a later generation, what of Bert 
Freeman? Just so, hence | recall such players as Jerry 
Dawson, David Taylor, Alex Leake, Halley, Boyle and 
Watson, Kelly, Hodgson, and Mosscrop, and even at the 
present day Waterfield, Hill, Steel, Cross and Page. Yes 
Burnley have found the players and filled the bill. 


The Club won the Cup in 1914, and The Football 
League Championship in season 1920-21, For other 
honours see other pages. Who made the Club? Harry 
Bradshaw. Sam Thomas. [om Midgeiey, Tom Heaton, 
Walter Curl. A. F. and C. E. Sutcliffe, George Waddington. 
Who kept it going? Alderman Edwin Whitehead, Dick 
Wadge, Robert Thornton. Will Crook. and a few others. 
Who rebuilt it with the necessary ground alterations and 
splendid stand accommodation? Harry Windle, W .E. 
Bracewell, Johnny Catlow, Jimmy Harrison. and a few 
others. Ne’er may their glory fade. 


The Club’s present Chairman is Mr, Harry Windle, and 
the Manager is Mr, A. Pickles. assisted by Mr. Edgar 
England. 


May they see the Club grow in strength and triumphs 
attained. 


BURY teFtG 


Formed in 1885. the inception taking place at the 
Waggon and Horses’ Hotel, Bury, followed by a further 
meeting at the White Horse Hotel, Fleet Street. The Club 
being a development of the Bury Unitarians and Bury 
Wesleyans Clubs. 


Bury! The Club that fought against the giants until 
it had accomplished what seemed almost impossible in 
rising from comparative obscurity to fame, and making 
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history during the progress. Formed on the 24th April, 
1885, the Club played its first game at Little Lever on 
5th September of that year, followed a week after by a 
game at home against Wigan (the Club’s home was then 
at Gigg Lane), and the “ gate’’ amounted to £1 I6s. 7d., 
and at the end of the season there was an adverse balance 
of £8 0s. Id., and in addition, outstanding accounts 
amounting to £68 and no assets. 


Every Club that is famous in football to-day has had 
to start at the bottom, and it is those who faced misfortune 
and difficulties in the true spirit of progress that have 
succeeded, Bury has always had friends that would never 
let the Club go down, and finding players of ability in the 
town or villages around, soon began to build up a team. 
George Ross, one of Bury’s own products, though born 
in Scotland, was an International in play, but barred by 
circumstances of birth and regulations, yet George Ross 
was paid first 3/-, later increased to 4/- per week, for his 
services to the Club. 


Increasing in strength the Club increased in debt. Is 
it any wonder when the lavish sum of £50 Ils. 8d. was 
paid for the first covered stand >? The Club became am- 
bitious, and from the time of the late Mr. H. S. Hamer 
taking over the work of Secretary, there was for many 
years marked progress. The advent of players like Steel, 
who migrated from Bolton Wanderers, and Bob Conway, 
who was prior thereto with Accrington, fired the ambition 
of the Bury people, introducing attractive Clubs as visitors, 
but the team was beaten in the Fourth Round of the Lan- 
cashire Junior Cup by Blackpool, 


The next step was the formation of the Lancashire 
League which organisation Bury helped to found, and 
joined in the Competition in its first season 1889-90, running 
second and winning the Lancashire Junior Cup. About 
this time Jack Plant joined the Club. and the history for 
some years was one of continual progress, winning the 


Lancashire Football Association Cup in 1891-92 at the first 
time of asking. The total weekly wage of the I] players 
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was £12. Bury like many other Clubs turned their eyes 
to Scotland. and the late Mr. W. A. Duckworth had many 


interesting stories to tell of his poaching days. 


The Club made many good bargains both in obtaining 
players and on the business side of the Club’s affairs, 
but Rossendale people are never tired of telling the story 
how in season 1892-93 Bury paid the Rossendale Club £80 
to change the venue of their F.A. Cup Tie. This cute 
business transaction became a sad mixture of comedy and 
tragedy, for Rossendale went to Gigg Lane and won by 
fla 


During their five years connection with the Lancashire 
Football League the Club finished Champions twice, 
runners-up twice, and third once. Is it any wonder that 
the Club aspired to a better Competition, and was admitted 
to the Second Division of The Football League for season 
1894-95, and won the Second Division Shield at their first 
attempt. Amongst their players at that time were Montgo- 
mery, Davidson, Clegg, Ross, Wyllie, Barbour, and Plant, 
and the wage bill £29 per week. The late Albert Duckworth 
and Alderman Fred Bradley were the two best known 
Directors, whilst the late H. S. Hamer was Secretary. In 
1894-95 the team gained promotion to the First Division. 
They found a vast difference between First and Second 
Division football, and though they maintained membership 
with the First Division they had to thank the Clubs for an 
extension of the League at the end of season 1904-05. They 
finished in the bottom two with Notts County, but the 
League was increased to 20 Clubs in each Division, and 
Bury and Notts County called back to their Garden of 
Eden. 


Probably few Clubs with the same limited resources 
could have equalled Bury’s record. The population of 
the town was the least of all the towns represented in the 
First Division, hence the Club had to attain and maintain 
its position by wise and economical management, and 
when we recall amongst their playing staff, Jimmy Settle, 


Joe Leeming, Charlie Sagar, Billy Richards. Hibbert and 
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Wood, along with Jack Plant, we see something of the 
playing strength of the team in those and subsequent days. 
Wiere those players playing to-day what would their value 
be to the Club? I am not minimising the worth of Fred 
Heap, Porter, Bradshaw, Bullock, | Ball and Amos, 
but is there a man in or out of Bury who will say that 
Settle, Sagar, Leeming, Hibbert and Plant, were one whit 
inferior to any player that played either for Bury or any 
other Club. Four of them helped to win The F.A,. Cup in 
1900. Three years later Bury performed the same feat 
with this remarkable difference that not a goal was scored 
against the team in the Competition, and 8 of the || players 
had been nursed and developed from juniors at Gigg Lane. 

The Club has had its ups and downs. At the end of 
season 1911-12, the Club was relegated to the Second 
Division of The Footbal] League, but fought back and won 
through at the end of season 1923-24. The Club has always 
had an enthusiastic Directorate. and the Management 
throughout sound and efficient. and it is no reflection on 
any other Club, to say that its sequence of Secretaries has 
never been excelled for ability and reliability. The late 
Harry Hamer was one of the men that he!ped to make the 
Lancashire Football Combination, an organisation in its 
day perfect in its work. Frank Hamer was a faithful 
assistant and a typical financier, for he kept the finances of 
the Club within such bounds of economy that the way was 
paved to the present financial stability, whilst Arthur Paine 
is in all his work a perfect model. With enthusiasts like 
Messrs. H. Duckworth, H. Unsworth, E. Brown, R. Robin- 
son, M. Hamer, and F. Hopkinson, to every one of whom 
the Bury Football Cub is a real hobby, the success of the 
Club is assured. 

The Chairman of the Club is Mr. Herbert Duckworth 
(a worthy son of a worthy Sire, Albert Duckworth), the 
Club Secretary is Arthur Paine, formerly of Lancaster 
Town. and the Manager is our old friend, Percy Smith, one 
time player of Preston North End and Blackburn Rovers, 
and who prior to his appointment at Bury, was in charge 


of the Nelson Club. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 
LANCASHIRE SENIOR CLUBS—continued, 
eV EOIN hae 


Hail the Champions of The Football League First 
Division, 1927-28. 

The name of the Everton F.C. stands for all that is 
grand and majestic in the world of football. Happy to-day 
in having as its Chairman of Directors, Mr. W. C. Cuff, 
who has had a close association with it from it conception, 
we can understand the panoramic rise of the Club from 
the days when as St. Domingo Football Club, it was merely 
a playing institution of the youths connected with St. Do- 
mingo Congregational Church, 


Everton's first match was played on 23rd December, 
1879 ;sthey first played at Anfield. but removed to Goodison 
Park in 1892. 


Since joining the Lancashire F.A. in season |880-81, 
and rejoicing in a gate of 13/- in 1882. the Club rose almost 
meteor like, until its honours are now almost beyond 
number. Let us look at them 


Winners of The F.A. Cup in 1905-06. Runners-up 
in 1892-93. 1896-97 and 1906-07. 

Thev have been 8 times in the Semi-Final. 

League Champions ‘1890-91, 1914-15, and 1927-28. 
Runners-up 1889-90, 1894-95, 1901-02, 1904-05, 1908-09, 
POT. 

Winners of Lancashire Cup 1896-97 and 1909-10. 


To attempt to traverse the history of the Club through 
all its successes would take far too much space. They 
have been supplying International players from 1890 down 
to the present time. and they have never been deposed 
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from the First Division of The Football League, and what is 
more, during all their association with The Football League, 
the name of the Club has been associated with play of the 
highest standard. "Tis true in seaon 1926-27 the Club was 
for long in grave danger, but the great cause was injuries 
to players before the season started. To write of the 
players from Johnny Holt to W. R. Dean would be one 
monotonous sequence of eulogies of merit. 


The Club has always been enterprising, and in con- 
sequence well supported. After a period at Anfield 
friction arose, a split of which we need only say it gave 
us two great Clubs instead of one. and the transference of 
Everton to Goodison Park. the Everton Club has been so 
strongly supported financially, that the Club is rich in this 
world’s goods, and a ground second to none in the United 
Kingdom. So rich are they that money is no object, and 
a team worthy of the Club will always be fielded at Goodi- 
son Park, because the Directors readily spot and remedy 
any weakness on the playing field. Since Dick Molyneux 
was Secretary until the present time there have been few 
changes in Management, though the Board has at times 
been divided into two factions. and for one reason or 
another football stalwarts like Dr. Whitford and Mr. W. 
R. Clayton have been lost to the Club. Every Director 
of the Club has stood high in the esteem of the Citizens of 
Liverpool, and no matter what factions have been at work, 
a competent Board has always been left in harness. With 
Mr. Cuff accustomed to Secretarial duties with the Club, 
Secretary of the Central League, and a member of the 
Management Committee of The Football League, in the 
Chair, the Directorate will never allow the Club to fall 
from a very high position. Death has removed old figures 
from the Club of whom there was no one more typical 
of the phrase ‘‘ nature’s gentleman’’ than the late Dr. 
Baxter. His son has succeeded him on the Board. 


The present Secretary-Manager is Mr. Tom McIntosh. 
smiling and genial, especially so when “ Dixie’’ finds the 
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EIVERPOO Es F.C; 


The late Tom Watson used to say ‘” My: life is full of 
trouble, we are always either fighting for Championhships, 
Cups or promotion, or else we are fighting to escape re- 
legation, and every time it is a desperate struggle.’ “The 
Club started with trouble when Everton went to Goodison. 
My old friend, Mr. John McKenna could tell the story, for 
it fought for its ground, its name, its financial strength and 
every honour the Club has won. The team soon became 
known as the team of Macs, and the Macs soon made the 
Club one of the best known in football. Liverpool played 
its first game under the name of the City on the Ist Sep- 
tember, 1892, and for the purpose of paving the way and 
proving its merit, joined the Lancashire League winning 
the Championship over Blackpool on goal average. They 
won the Lancashire League Cup, but some thieves came 
in the night and stole it away. “Iwas a lesson. Liverpool 
have won other Cups since, but taken better care of them. 
After one season in the Lancashire League they were 
elected to the Second Division of The Football League and 
won promotion at the first attempt. One season was 
enough, and losing in the test match to Bury they spent 
1895-96 in the Second Division. Again they won pro- 
motion and remained in the First Division until the end 
of season 1903-04, when they found themselves relegated 
to the Second Division, and again they won back at the 
first attempt in season 1904-05. Meanwhile they had won 
the League Championship in 1900-01. Created a record 
by winning the Second and First Division Championships 
in successive seasons, viz., 1904-05 and 1905-06, and then 
reached the climax of their success by winning the First 
Division Championship in two successive seasons, 1921-22, 
and 1922-23. They have never won The F.A. Cup, but 
appeared in the Final in 1914 at Crystal Palace when 
Burnley won. Four times they have reached the Semi- 
Finals, and it can only need perseverance to eventually win 
the coveted honour. 
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Let us also record the fact that the season that Liver- 
pool first played in the Second Division of The Football 
League they played 28 games winning 22, drawing 6, and 
losing none. The foundation of the Club’s success was 
laid by the late Mr, John Houlding, the late Mr. Edwin 
Berry, the Chairman, and Messrs. John McKenna, W. E. 
Barclay and J. J. Ramsey. We talk of transfer fees at the 
present time, but over 30 years ago ©’ Tityrus’”’ in his “Rise 
of the Leaguers ’’ tells of efforts made by the present Pre- 
sident of The Football League to induce players to come 
from Scotland to Liverpool and says, *‘it seemed to re- 
quire the wealth of Croesus and a Liverpool shipyard 
thrown in to tempt them South.” 


The Liverpool F.C. has included many great players 
in their ranks from Scott, the greatest Irish International 
that ever kept goal, to Harry Chambers who has recently 
been transferred to West Bromwich Albion. The Board 
has always comprised men of the highest sportmanship. 
I can never hope to see better sportsmanship than when 
they failed to win The F.A, Cup at the Crystal Palace, and 
since that date I have often heard Burnley people ex- 
press the hope that Liverpool would soon have the good 
fortune to be winners. It is easy for winners to make 
friends, but when losers make friends it is a great triumph. 


* 


MANCHESTER: CITY = F.C. 


The Club was formed in 1880, being then known as 
West Gorton, the father of the Club being W. Chew. 


A Club with a history typical of Football. What's in 
a name? Everything. What success did you find asso- 
ciated with Small Heath, Newton Heath, Leicester Fosse, 
and Woolwich Arsenal, until they changed their names. 
So with West Gorton, later its mame was changed 
to Gorton and then to Ardwick. So with Ard- 
wick. Had the Club continued under any of its 
parochial names which suggested limitation of sphere 
and ambition, success would have been wanting. It may 
be surprising, but it is true, that the public like an imposing 
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MANCHESTER CITY F.C. 


WINNERS OF THIS LANCASHIRE CUP, 1927-28, AND ALSO 
CHAMPIONS OF THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE, 
SECOND DIVISION. 


J. G. Ridley,x S. Gibbons, S. Cowan,x P. McCloy,x M. W. Barrass.x 
S Sharp, 2 ‘Lait.« A. Gray, 1. EY Barbers S. W. Austinjx G. W: Hicks: 
A. Horne, R. S. Marshall,x J. MceMullan,x ‘Il. C. F. Johnson,x I. F. Brook.x 


The players marked (x) appeared in The Lancashire Cup Final Tie v. Bury. 
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name, and so after Ardwick became Manchester City, in- 
significance gave way to importance. Could Ardwick F.C. 
ever have migrated to and built the palatial ground at 
Maine Road with its accommodation for 80,000 spectators ? 
Could the name of Ardwick ever have attracted the team 
that won The F.A. Cup in 1904, Hillman; Burgess, Mc 
Mahon; S. B. Ashworth, Hynds, Frost; Meredith, Living- 
stone, Gillespie, Turnbull (A.) and Booth. Could the Club 
ever have been runners-up of The Football League Ist 
Division, as were Manchester City in 1903-04 and 1920-21, 
or Champions of the Second Division as were City in 1898- 
99, 1902-03 and 1909-10? Such a thing seems incredible. 
Would The F.A. ever have looked: at Hyde Road 
as a ground for a big game which would attract a huge 
crowd? No, you must have enterprise, and though men like 
Messrs. John Allison, W. A. Wilkinson and Josh Parlby, 
saw serious difhculty they knew that in some form or other, 
the Club must throw off its shackles of littleness and aim 


high, 


The Club was not lacking in enterprise at Hyde Road, 
but when you went to the ground you felt you were going 
along some subterranean passage to an enclosure that 
precluded enlargement and kept you under confinement 
willy nilly. How gentlemen like Messrs. John Chapman 
and Sam Anderson lived under such conditions was a my- 
stery. That Ernest Mangnall could ever let his brains have 
full scope baffles me. What a blessing it was that the 
seeming misfortune of that disastrous fire led the Directors 
to look round Manchester, with the result that the Club 
now boasts a ground with the largest holding capacity out- 
side Wembley, and with room for: further extension and 
addition that could make the holding capacity of Wembley 
seem insignificant. 


In one way Manchester is still primitive in its accom- 
modation. At neither Old Trafford nor Maine Road can 
the ordinary I/- spectator find covered accommodation. 
Our City friends launched out freely, but they and Man- 
chester United must provide covered accommodation for 
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the men who do not aspire to Grand Stands on which you 
sit, but are prepared to stand the game through, yet de- 
sire some protection from the weather. 

The flag is proudly flying at Maine Road, for City, 
after a great and epic struggle, have regained the Paradise 
of the First Division, 

In the Club's early days it had struggles and disappoint- 
ments, then came its advent into The Football League, 
Second Division, followed by its promotions to, and rele- 
gations from, the First Division. 

The tragedy of 1925-26 1s still fresh in our minds, how 
that City in seeking the glamour of the ‘‘ Cup”’ again lost 
its position in the First Division. 

The struggle was renewed in Season 1926-27, when 
City lost promotion on goal average, by the 200th part 
of a goal. Truly, such misfortunes ‘* were enough to bring 
a Royal Merchant down;’’ but not the City. The task of 
regaining admission to the “ elect’’ or ‘‘ select,’’ was re- 
newed with zeal, determination, and hope, and on Wed- 
nesday evening, 25th April, 1928, by a meritorious victory 
over Leeds United at Leeds, promotion was well and truly 
won. 

Hail to City F.C., Champions of the Second Division 
on four occasions. May your next triumph be that of 
Champions of the First Division. 

The Club is happy in having as its Chairman so zealous 
and courteous a gentleman as Mr. Lawrence Furniss, who 
was a player of the Club when it was named West Gorton, 
and later was Secretary of the Club when it was named 
““Ardwick,’’ and who has been associated with City F.C. 
practically throughout its existence. Mr. Furniss is equally 
happy in having around him a devoted Board of Directors, 
and a team of players who are a credit to the Club. 

Mr. W. Wild is an efficient, obliging and smiling 
Secretary. 

Maine Road is a great ground, and great crowds 
assemble there, and the supporters of the Club look for 
results in keeping with the grounds surroundings and equip- 
ment. 
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MANCHESTER UNITED. 


Formed in 1878 and known as Newton Heath until 
1902, when the name was changed to Manchester United. 


The story of Manchester United consists of two 
chapters distinct yet interwoven, for the Club as we see 
it to-day is but the superstructure which has arisen from 
the old Newton Heath Club. For years the Club was 
nothing more than a very ordinary Second Division Club, 
and though George and Herbert Dale, in conjunction with 
their Secretary, Alf Albut, succeeded in finding some good 
players, whether the chemical fumes so strong!y associated 
with the District, had a prejudicial effect | cannot say, but 
players like Harry Stafford, Walter Cartwright, Erentz, 
Dow, McNaught, Clarkin, Donaldson, Cassidy, Doughty 
and others, would be great players with any. Club to-day, 
but if nothing else could damn a Club that wretched ground 
at Newton Heath would prove effective. In places hard 
as flint, with ashes underneath that had become like iron, 
and in others thick mud, made the ground an impossible 
one, 


With the advent of the late Mr. J. H. Davies who 
called to his aid the late Mr, J. J. Bentley, the romance 
of Manchester United began. Mr. J. E. Mangnall was en- 
gaged as Secretary Manager, and from that date the rise 
of Manchester United, as Newton Heath had then become 
in name, became gradual but complete. The transfer of 
the ground to Old Trafford was as astute as it was 
necessary. Fortune hitherto unknown to the Club smiled 


upon it, and in a short period the Club won every possible , : 


honour. With the removal of Mr, Mangnall to the City 
Club, the United has not found their path so freely strewn 
with roses, but they boast of a ground which has produced 
many records and found favour for Internationals and 
Semi-Finals and Finals in The F.A. Cup Competition, and 
no wonder seeing the ground holds 72,000. 
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The F.A. Cup was won in season 1908-09, and the 
League Championship in 1907-08 and 1910-11, thus it is 
easily seen that during those four seasons the Club 
must have had a team worthy to rank with the best, past 
or present. When we recall backs like Hayes and Stacey, 
half-backs like Duckworth, Roberts and Bell, and forwards 
like Meredith, Halse, Turnbull and Wall, we can under- 
stand the success of the Club. But players come and go. 
Father Time puts his hand on them, and the days of youth 
soon pass, yet the United have maintained a high standard 
of excellence thanks to such players as Jack Mew, Frank 
Barson, Clement Hilditch, and Jack Silcock. Under the 
regime of Managers Robson, Chapman, and Bamlett, the 
frequenters of Old Trafford have always had the privilege 
of seeing players of undoubted ability. Spence, Bennion, 
Jones and Thomas were in the International honours list 
in 1926-27, and all of them with Silcock in favour last 
season. ‘The latter perhaps lost a chance through illness. 


The Club lost its greatest friend last season in the 
death of its President, the late Mr. J. H. Davies, but in 
Messrs. G. H. Lawton, H. P. Hardman, J. Yates, and G. 
Bedford, the Club have a quartette of enthusiasts to whom 
football is a natural part of life and its pleasures. In a 
playing sense probably Harold. Hardman has been the 
Club’s greatest adviser, but all four have a distinctive work 
which is carried through with thoroughness. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 
LANCASHIRE’S SENIOR CLUBS—continued. 
NELSON. 


A name which stands for victory. A Club which 
typifies continual struggle. Ambition, fight, loss, but con- 
tinued faith, there you have the short history of the Club. 
Founded in 1882 the Club struggled about here and there, 
but until fred by ambition to enter into League warfare, 
the Club could never find its name written in the annals of 
note recording success. They joined The Football League 
when the Northern Section was formed for season 1921-22, 
gained promotion in season 1922-23, were relegated the 
following season, and are now fighting for their existence. 
They have their name to make. They have found and 
transferred some notable players such as S. J. Wadsworth, 
now with Huddersneld Town, Hampson, with Blackpool, 
and Earle, at Burnley. They have tried a measure of en- 
terprise in signing on players like David G. Wilson, and 
have speculated in Management, but as yet they have not 
got no where where they could plant their feet firmly. 


They have failed for lack of support. The Northern 
Section has had a rough period through trade depression, 
and perhaps North-East Lancashire has suffered most, You 
can't run a big store on a small shopkeepers capital, and 
you cannot run a football Club long on debts and 
liabilities. Season 1927-28 has been Nelson's crowning 
misfortune. I have known Nelson since it was little more 
than an insignificant village. | have followed the growth 
of the town through years of ambitious progress. In cricket 
they glory, in football they have made me ashamed. Season 
1922-23 showed that it was possible to gain promotion, but 
1923-24 showed that until Nelson would render better sup- 
port, a higher class of football could not be maintained. 
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Sometimes we learn more from failure than success, 
and character is strengthened more by difficulties than ease. 
Nelson should be amongst Lancashire's best, and | have 
faith that all will be well. Fortunately, they were re-elected 
to the Third Division of the Northern Section of The Foot- 
ball League in June last. Application for re-election was 
an unpleasant experience which must be avoided in future. 


OLDHAM ATHLETIC, 


The rise of Oldham Athletic is almost like a romance. 
From a little-known Club styled Pine Villa, which had 
gained some local distinction in the Oldham Junior League, 
Oldham Athletic sprung.. The name was changed, and 
the new Club started on its romantic career on the 4th 
July, 1899, Then began the ambition and craving for 
better football, and to go all out to make new conquests. 
The Club joined the Manchester Alliance and finished 
second. In the march of progress the Club joined 
the Manchester League for four seasons and found 
a place in the Lancashire Combination in 1904-05. 
They immediately gained promotion to Division “‘A.”’ 
That was the incentive to go all out for election as 
members of The Football League, but though they 
appealed to the Clubs at the Annual Meeting they 
failed to secure election by one vote. At the subsequent 
Annual Meeting they met the same fate with a reduced 
vote, and hope vanished. 


You never know your luck, and the resignation of Bur- 
slem Port Vale provided an unexpected opportunity, and 
the ‘Latics Club was elected by the Management Com- 
mittee of The Football League to take the place of Burslem 
Port Vale for season 1907-08. The first season almost 
brought promotion, for the Club finished third in the table. 
Season 1909-10 was the ‘Latics crowning season. They 
started badly’ and the team were voted a lot of 
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stiff-uns,’’ for the first 5 games, 3 were lost and 2 drawn. 
By the end of the year 17 points had been scored for 17 
games. With the New Year came the Club’s greatest 
fortune, for they gained promotion on goal average, Old- 
ham Athletic, Hull City, and Derby County all finishing 
with 53 points. Manchester City heading the list with 54. 


Much of the success of the Club was due first of all to 
Alderman Grime and his Directors, and later to the late 
Mr. Wm. Heath who succeeded Alderman Grime as Chair- 
man. Mr. Heath rendered an extended usefulness to the 
game by joining the Council of the Lancashire F.A., and 
the good work was carried on by Mr. L. P. Stanton and 
others, but misfortunes are never to seek. 


The ‘Latics have from time to time engaged many 
noted players, but some, such as W. Appleyard and Finlay 
Speedie, never settled down to their form, but Alec Downie, 
Charlie Roberts, Hugh Moffatt, and a host of others kept 
the Club in the forefront, and when we recall such players 
as Ted Taylor, David Wilson, and Arthur Dixon, we see 
how the name of the Club has been kept in the limelight. 
Nor has the merit of the team ever seriously suffered until 
the war threw football into the melting pot. With the 
weakening of the defence that severed the old partnership 
of Hodson and Cook, eventually the Club at the end of 
season 1922-23 dropped into the Second Division. Alas, 
the Second Division had grown in strength, and the fight 
to get back is a serious business both from a playing and 
financial point of view. Relegation was the forerunner of 
financial troubles, and it is a credit to the directors, manage- 
ment and players, aided by a Supporters’ Club that has 
rendered valuable financial service, that the Club has been 
strengthened in every sense, and last season for a time, 
challenged the leaders in the Second Division of The Foot- 
ball League for promotion. 


Though the Club parted with such players as Taylor, 
Gray, and Matthews, all goalkeepers of International 
standard, they have in Hacking a goalkeeper who caught 
the eye of the Selectors, and was called on to keep goal 
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for The Football League team v. the Scottish League at 
Glasgow on 0th March, 1928. The transfer of others like 
Freeman and Wynne have only proved the ability of the 
Oldham Athletic management to make good. The Manage- 
ment throughout has been the embodiment of modesty, 
though at times their modesty has broken out into ambition, 
yet throughout, the young player discovered in junior foot- 
ball has always found a welcome at Boundary Park. 


The ‘Latics to-day have other Internationals in the 
making, but mark my words they will catch them young 
and bring them on. Could Bob Mellor and his present 
Directors think of any other policy ? 


PRESTON JNOR TE. END, 


In the year 1880-81 after a few years of the Rugby 
Section, a resolution in favour of adopting the Association 
code was carried. Naturally, the pioneers had to serve their 
apprenticeship, and receive some sound thrashings ere they 
were so far masters of the game as to make an equal fight 
with the best of the Palatine Clubs. After several heavy 
defeats at the hands of the Rovers, etc., better days came 
in the year 1883-4. 


The local members had improved their play very 
appreciably, but another factor had an even larger in- 
fluence, and was indeed the initiation of the policy on 
which the greatness of the Club was, in large measures, to 
be built up. The credit of this policy must be awarded 
to Mr. William Sudell, who took a Jeading part in securing 


the field at Deepdale, thoroughly enthusiastic and a splen- ‘: Za 


did judge of football, he took the helm with a strong hand 
in the early eighties. The coming of certain Scotchmen to 
Lancashire had not escaped Mr. Sudell’s notice, they came 
ostensibly to obtain work, but in reality to play football. 
Professionalism was of course illegal. One of the first of 
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Mr. Sudell’s Scotch recruits was none other than the great 
Nick Ross, he was captain of the Heart of Midlothian, em- 
ployment was obtained for him, and in 1883-84 he was in 


North End’s team. 


This was only the beginning, and soon Georgie 
Drummond, Sandy Robertson, D. Russell and J. Gordon 
were brought in, and later J. Graham, S. Thomson, J. Ross, 
and J. Ferguson, and the excellent local players W. Joy, 
F. Dewhurst, R. Howarth, B. Robinson, C, Duckworth, 
and W. C. Rose, joined the ranks. 


In 1883-84, the first season in which there is a complete 
and reliable record of the matches played, it is found that 
out of the 44 matches played no less than 30 were won 
and only 4 lost, the remainder being drawn, and for the 
next ten years there was always a wide margin in North 
End's favour on the season's play. 


Mr. Sudell was determined to have good players from 
Scotland at all costs, and North End’s meeting with Upton 
Park at Preston in January, 1884, marked a crisis. There 
were six Scotchmen in the side. The match was drawn, 
whereupon Upton Park protested on the ground that North 
End were guilty of paying their players. Mr. Sudell ad- 
mitted the charge, and North End was expelled, and in 
July of the following year Professionalism was legalised. 

It was at this time that North End won the Cup and 
League unbeaten, and without a goal being scored against 
them in the Cup Competition. Turning to the League, 
we find that North End were one of the 5 Clubs to which 
Mr. McGregor sent his original letter suggesting a 
formation of the League, this in March, 1888, This idea 
met with favour, and the following season the League was 
in operation with 12 Clubs. The Prestonians led at the 
finish by obtaining 40 points out of a possible 44. North 
End also fought great battles with the famous Corinthians, 
and the Scottish cracks, Queen's Park, and it was in 1886- 
87, that Preston broke Scotland’s heart by wiping out the 
famous old Queen's Park by 62h, the worst defeat they 
had ever experienced in their history. 


os a te 
ants sitet 6 — rar Fearing os a ie 
ae ee *86) ob bre sre, niisseamaide any t 


ae regs, Eine idle + ate ‘gina ye oad Fo 
nobrod | bane Stoiv 2 wormed 7 cigs 
20 AL, ttt T 2 oaredant) § {esa ge sgn are 
wo sons lesol dnwtlanne’ sci hed: pana a4 
dtrowdeatl 2 > yeonsidoSt 8 altravrolt “51 tend _ 
a tau, okt baniog qa0tl 2 WF baa . 
stdhanns o ni spd iloidvr al nesene seit odt RBS a ; 
> ey huniol al tt Sagal aerator adi lo biwam aldsits: baw 
+ now awrow OL eats weal og beyale eodiaan orl lo te 7 
. - adicwt bern joer guied ablamet dt trol éyloo baw 
. diel] ai mem shiw « avawle anv cod) ciee¢ net Bad 
. tal a’ darnse ot no sored _— 7 
7 
“a 
; 


. mo eeyelq houy 4ved of Lbaaitsish sew iaboe, aM i 
 gatel) dtiw goitsoar a"bad die, bia.eoo Mate bralioot 
ged) .eudm ¢ leohar M041 yeaa! of not ai: tn 5 te a 
awa. paw olan sf) .obie edt ti waetilo foat zie ora 

Ato dead binwerg nat no belendows dra'T noiql) nous 

; be (fsbuie aM awstels wedi gnigag i whee sew bad 


ni brn’ bellegas an bad Atoll bern syilo oll boftin 
boatbeye? envt mriladomaslos) ta9y-gniwallel 4d¢ Io qlul, 
besa aw « oft} wow bud atoll iods omit abt de enw of 
; jeniann bewoy anise lowe «© Krodins baw nr tat worry Fie 
- ras caus of) of grrucing fF soitngrnio. au. : “isl? x00 eer - 
tloidw af eduld @ ad) lo sa6 «yew bod diol ved) bad sw 
a Pail rie! Latsopiae nid dose pons oP MM 
este ol AAAS soul mn ait aimee! efi le sobernwl. 


enw ona. tit aoe gelwollod ot baw sruoval Atiw to 

alt te hal wttngentd wtT ful $0. dtive olden f= 

Vt BE olclveor a te to siniog Ob geiainide yd. day ; 

wail rated) arora ods stint geoltind drow rises oela be: 
‘an Wi nivaw Hivbow le} woo) lones deities pate, ttt bs) 

act tig ghlqirey gel han ¢ “hitnltogt stern] 0 : L ay 
vl janieb Meow odd ,l--dyd cha e'qagu® & 


erertnbel tional ee 


LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 217 


In time the ranks were weakened and funds required, 
so in the summer of 1893 a limited liability company was 
formed. 


There is a standard which can be reached but not 
maintained, and though Preston North End became known 
as [he Old Invincibles, being Finalists for The F.A. Cup 
in 1887-88 and winning the trophy in 1888-89, the improve- 
ment of other clubs and a keener competition had its 
effect. Although they won The Football League Champion- 
ship in 1888-89, being undefeated in the Competition, and 
won it again the following season, records prove that there- 
after they had several lean seasons, dropping into the 
Second Divisin at the end of Season 1900-01. They won 
promotion 3 years later, but went down at the close of 
1911-12, were out of the First Division for one season, then 
in for a season and out for a season again, but dropped 


out at the end of 1924-25. 


Although North End have had such stars as Peter Mc 
Bride and Joe McCall in the intervening years, and have 
spent a fortune in trying to get back, they have not won 
their way back. Since the war there have been dramatic 
changes in the personnel of the team, several changes in 
Management, a Shareholders Committee keeping watch on 
the doings of the Club, and notable changes in directorate, 
many old Prestonians sigh tor the days when Will Ord, 
Tom Houghton, and Walter Pomfret, were guiding the 
destinies of the Club. Still there are notable figures on the 
Board, and one cannot conceive that Sir Meyrick Hollins, 
Jim Taylor, and others, will rest content until Preston 
North End reaches its old honoured position. 


It seems remarkable that the Old Invincibles should 
have only won The F.A. Cup on one occasion, viz, season 
1888-89. They reached the Final in 1887-88 and again in 
1921-22, and to this day there are people in Preston who 
when you refer to the penalty kick by which their 
opponents won the Cup shake their heads and say, “Tt was 
never a penalty kick in this world.”’ 
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The Club has introduced other great sportsmen to 
public notice, such as the late Mr. W. E. Ord and the late 
Mr. Tom Houghton. One of its early Secretaries was Mr. 
Tom Charnley, now the Secretary of The Football League, 
who is universally regarded as the most prompt, patient, 
and painstaking official connected with the game. Of 
late there have been numerous’ Secretarial and 
Managerial changes, all indicative of a keen determination 
to place the Club in its old honoured position. Sir Mey- 
rick Hollins is not the man to be content with anything 
but the best, nor are the Directors likely to be weighed 
down unduly by difficulties. The proud spirit of the 
town never dies, and the Club is typical of the people. 
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CHAPTER. XXX. 
LANCASHIRE’S SENIOR CLUBS—continued. 
ROCHDALE F.C. 


The History of the Rochdale A.F.C, is one of struggle 
against difficulties that have only been overcome by the 
courage and sacrifice of a stout band of enthusiasts for the 
Association game. Rugby had got a firm foothold in the 
town long before a soccer club was established, and a club 
under the name of Rochdale Town had a short and stormy 
career. This club became defunct owing to financial 
difhculties. and for a time there was not a Senior Asso- 
ciation club in the town 


The present club was formed in 1907, and the writer 
is familiar with the affairs of Rochdale from that time, and 
he has no hesitation in stating that all those associated with 
the club have every reason to be proud of their achieve- 
ments. The first Season saw the club in the Manchester 
League, and at the close Rochdale stood tenth in the 
League, having the record, Played 30; Won 10, Lost 12, 
Drawn 8, Points 28. Goals for 49, against 28. The next 
Season saw Rochdale transferred to the Second Division 
of the Lancashire Combination, and singularly they again 
finished in the tenth position. But the crowds at the 
matches were small, for the football was not good enough 
to woo the Rugbyites, and in 1909-10 the Directors cast 
their bread upon the waters, and a combination of players 
was secured that was better than any Rochdale had pre- 
viously seen. It was a successul venture. for in addition 
to winning promotion to the First Division of the Lanca- 
shire Combination, Rochdale won the Lancashire Junior 
Cup, and they took over a thousand spectators to Bolton to 
see them win. 
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In the higher circles Rochdale had a successful time, 
for they topped the Combination. and made _ history by 
beating Stockport County in the fourth qualifying round for 
the English Cup, but in the next round were dismissed by 
Luton after a drawn game at Rochdale. 


The Season 1912-13 saw Rochdale Members of the 
Central League, and they had a successful time. | Each 
year they made application for a place in the Second 
Division of The Football League, but without success. 
The War saw Rochdale amongst the premier clubs, and 
so good was their record that it was a great disappoint- 
ment when they were refused a position in the Second 


Division in the Season 1919-20. 
The idea of a Third Division emanated from Rochdale, 


and since it was formed, Rochdale have made big efforts 
to earn promotion, but on three occasions have failed by 
a very narrow margin. ‘There is a soccer public in Roch- 
dale, and Second Division football will pay. To get there 
is the problem, for the management have always been short 
of capital. 

Rochdale have provided some good players for various 
Senior Clubs, and one always remembered is Tommy 
Fleetwood, who played so long and successfully for 
Everton. [Then Mort. who went to Aston Villa, Bissett to 
Middlesbrough, Prouse to Fulham. and there are many 
others, 

Rochdale are hoping that after twenty-one struggling 
years the 22nd will see them realise their ambition—a team 
in the Second Division. 

Mr. J. G. Peart is the Club Secretary, and he lives in 


hope of triumphs yet to come. 
SOUTHPOR ALG. 


Southport, formerly known as Southport Central, then 
as Southport Vulcan, and now as Southport, at one time 
content to be regarded as a homely seaside Club, with little 
greater pretentions in the days of our old friend, a hey hee 
Shipley’s Secretaryship as the Club that lived to provide 
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holiday fare for visitors to Southport, and cared nothing 
about the rest of their matches, have now some pretention 
to win fame and gain promotion to the Second Division of 
The Football League. As to their past we need trouble 
little, for only on rare occasions have they carved their 
name on the annals of fame. ‘That spirit of lethargy has 
been in spite of the ambitious desires of Mr. E. Clayton, 
J.P., who took over the reins of office, and would have 
made Southport a name in the Football world had South- 
port people ever understood the value of a Soccer Club, 
and manifested a desire for progress in the football world. 


In wartime football to popularize the Club, they 
pinned on the Club name as part and parcel of it, the title 
“ Vulean,’’ To put it bluntly the Club, which was never 
a works Club, sold itself to public opinion to ensure sufh- 
cient funds to keep the Club going. It could only be a 
temporary expedient, for the title must eventually wound 
the pride of the aristocratic population of this beauty resort 
on the Lancashire Coast. 


When the Northern Section of the League was formed, 
Mr. Clayton, who is imbued with the aspirations of the 
town, possibly because he was a Member of the Town 
Council, took an active, one might say a leading part, in the 
formation of the Section, and whilst Alderman Cropper, 
of Chesterfield, was their spokesman and special pleader, 
Mr. Clayton was buttonholing the Clubs, and presenting 
his case to the few, knowing that the essential to 
success was votes. 


With promotion came responsibility. The ground was 
converted into one of reasonable proportions and enjoyable 
surroundings. An adequate grand stand was erected, and 
a covered shelter provided for the spectators who could 
not afford to pay Stand prices. Now the time has arrived 
when Southport must win friends by results rather than 
promises. In Cup Competitions they have had their proud 
successes, as Burnley and Blackburn Rovers can 
testify. For long years the Club has been content to rely 
on Honorary Officials, and those who have had to run foot- 
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ball in their spare time. They made a plunge in appoint- 
ing Mr. Tom Maley as Manager, but results proved that 
they would be better advised to be more modest, and now 
Mr. Charles Parker is installed as Secretary-Manager, Can 
he bring some of the glory of his old Club, Preston North 
End, to Southport? Time alone can tell. It is worth the 
effort, for Southport is much too proud to be satisfied with 
anything but the best. 


The present Chairman is Mr, G. F. M. Moore, and the 
Secretary, Mr, Chas. Parker. 


The Club has passed through the following stages :— 
Southport Central, 1888. 

Southport Wanderers, 1894. 

Southport Central, 1895. 

Southport Vulcan (during War time football). 
Southport, on entering the Third Division. 


The Club’s first President was the late ir. Isaac Smith 
who for many years served on the Lancashire F.A. Council. 


WIGAN BOROUGH, F.C. 


Wigan, the sport of every comedian, yet a centre of 
great advantage, not merely to Lancashire, but to the whole 
world, is known mainly for its coal. The town boasts two 
Rugby League Clubs, but there are amongst its sport-loving 
population a few men who believe in Soccer football, and 
have made many sacrifices to build up an Association Club 
worthy of the town. They have tried and failed, and tried 
again. With failure has come a greater determination to 
succeed. Let it be said that the battle to establish a 
League Club has been a grim fight against greater odds 
and stronger opposition than most people imagine. Deter- 
mination has been their watchword, and in the end the 
Directors will win through. The Rugby people did not 
take kindly to the introduction of the Association game. 
and those interested in the latter felt very keenly the deter- 
mination of the Rugby Clubs to prevent them making 
friends. 
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You may put back the hands of the clock, but you 
do not alter the time. You may boom and subsidise a 
rival code, but you cannot smother the growth and 
attraction of Soccer. The boys loved the game, for they 
were happy in the constant use of their feet, they had joy 
in heading a ball which would carry true, and on all sides 
this incessant cry for Soccer was heard. When Mr, Alec 
Young and his brother, the brothers Culshaw, Mr. 
John Heaton, and a few others, said, Wigan Borough must 
become a live force in the game, they set the desires of 
many people aflame, but, alas, like others, they thought 
they could start at the top instead of striving to build up 
from the bottom. You cannot establish Clubs in some 
centres as easily as did Bradford City, Bradford, Hudders- 
field Town and Leeds United. Rome was not built in a day, 
and if Wigan Borough had been content to follow in the 
footsteps of Aston Villa and Everton, Oldham Athletic and 
Blackpool, they would have known that great endings had 
evolved from small beginnings. Perhaps by this they have 
also found out that it is a mistaken policy for a young 
and ambitious Club to trust in names, and pin their faith 
on players going off, rather than in players coming on. 


The work and responsibility has been carried on by 
few, and though they struck on ambitious lines engaging 
Mr. H. S. Bamlett as Manager, they found that it was wise 
to creep and then walk before they tried to run. Some 
day they will run well, and instead of being classed amongst 
the also rans, they will get a place, then football will boom, 
and Soccer will come into its own. Ag yet it may be 
said, ‘‘ They have won nothing.’ That is not true. They 
have won friends and gained experience, both of which 
will help them for the future, 


The Club was formed in November, 1920, taking over 
the fixtures of the now defunct Wigan United in the Lanca- 
shire Combination, and was elected to the 3rd Division 


(Northern Section) of The Football League in March, 1921. 
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CHAPTER: AXAI.- 


PRIMARY SCHOOL FOOTBALL IN LANCASHIRE. 


By J. Twist, Hon. SECRETARY. 


Schoolboy Football. The following chapter is not merely 
a record of work done, but is inserted by the compilers of 
the Jubilee History in appreciation of the great work so 
willingly performed by Mr. J. Twist, the Hon Secretary 
of the Schoolboys’ Association, and his many colleagues. 


Whatever period may have seen the birth of the game 
of football, schoolboy football can probably boast of an 
equally hoary antiquity, for while the child is father to 
the man, whatever pursuits the man follows in athletic con- 
tests, the boy will emulate. 

lt is probably due, indeed, to the schools that our 
present-day popularity of football be ascribed. Medieval 
football was popular among the masses until the end of the 
17th century when it declined considerably in public 
favour. Despite this, the great public schools of Eton, 
Harrow, Rugby, Winchester, Westminster, and Charter- 
house, continued to play the game within their respective 
foundations. 

When the revival of interest in the game came about 
in the nineteenth century, this was largely due to the in- 
fluence and efforts of old Etonians, Harrovians, and other 
past scholars of the older public schools. 

Early records of football in Lancashire go back into 
the good old days of ** Merrie England,”’ and the lads of 
Lancashire have probably played as long as their seniors. 

As regards organised inter-schoo] football, Lancashire 
school-masters have long claimed to have been the pioneers 
in fostering interest in football in the elementary schools. 


Their claim has not yet been contested, 
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(See Page 229). 
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Schoolboy National Competition now attracts nearly three 
hundred town associations, some thirty of these being from 


the Red-Rose County, 


But participation in the All-England Competition has 
not always been financially successful to the smaller towns, 
where big ‘ gates ’ are not available, and the founding of a 
County Competition has been a useful and successful com- 
promise. 


Lancashire Schoolboy Football emerged from a paro- 
chial state to one of importance with the birth of the Lanca- 
shire County Elementary Schools’ Football Association. 
This was the outcome of a meeting called by the writer at 
the suggestion of the late Mr. John Lewis, President of the 
Lancashire Football Association, which met at the L.F.A. 
offices, then in Ainsworth Street, Blackburn, 2nd January, 
1920. Representatives were present from Barrow-in-Fur- 
ness, Bolton, Burnley, Blackburn, Chorley, Liverpool, 
Great Harwood, Manchester, Preston. Provisional rules 
were framed, and a Cup Competition for which the Lan- 
cashire Football Association gave a Silver Cup, decided 
upon. Seven towns only (Barrow, Blackburn, Bolton, 
Burnley, Liverpool, Manchester and Preston) took part in 
the Competition in its first season. From this humble be- 
ginning the Association has gone on increasing in strength, 
The returns for Season 1926-27 show 50. affiliated 
associations representing upwards of i1,000 Schools. It 
has to be recorded that in addition to giving the Cup, the 
L.F.A. present beautiful medals suitably inscribed to the 
finalists. 


The Lancashire Schools Association is truly a corporate 
body, and undoubtedly it is a worthy force in the area of 
its operation. The Game: its interests and the achieve- 
ment of its practice in healthy exercise, with the develop- 
ment of the essence of good sportsmanship, are the objects 
modestly pursued by the Lancashire Schoolboys’ Football 
Association. 
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To further foster and encourage Football among the 
Schoolboys of the Elementary Schools, the Lancashire 
Football Association has presented Cups to the following 
Schools Associations. 


Atherton Schools F.A., 1927. 

Barrow Schools F.A. 1920. 

Hindley Schools F.A., 1923. 

Lancaster Schools F.A., 1922. 

Leigh and District Schools F.A., 1922. 
Makerfield Schools F.A., 1925. 

Preston Schools F.A., 1923, 

West L.ancashire Schools, Rural Area, 1928. 


The Winners and Runners-up for the Lancashire 
County Elementary Schools F.A. Cup, are as follows :— 


WINNERS. RUNNERS-UP, 
1919-20. BOL LON SALFORD 
1920-21 .... MANCHESTER BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
1921-22 .... MANCHESTER BURNLEY 
1922-23, «7 “BLACKBURN EGCLES 
1923224 CeO ON MANCHESTER 
1924-25 .... MANCHESTER LIVERPOOL 
1925-263 eee IW ERPOOL BLACKBURN 
1926-27° = MANCHESTER LIVERPOOL 


[927223 ee LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 
OFPICERS OF Sine “LANCASHIRE FA: 


This Chapter and succeeding ones contain ‘‘ Tabloid 
Biographies of Members of Lancashire F.A. Council :—R. 
Birtwistle, Life Member; T, Laithwaite, Hon. Treasurer; 
E Little. R. E. Lythgoe, J. McKenna, T. Y. Ritson, and R. 


Watson, Vice-Presidents. 


R. BIRTWISTLE. 


He attended the first Meeting of the Association, and 
served on the L.F.A. in 1879-80, He resumed his connec- 
tion in 1901, was elected a Vice-President in 1919, and 
received his Long Service Medal in 1921. Mr. Birtwistle 
played with Blackburn Rovers in its early days, and later 
served the Club as Committeeman, Director and Chair- 
man. He attended The F.A. Cup Final in 1881-82, since 
which he has attended every Final Tie. No representative 
match would be complete without ** Dick’ Birtwistle, and 
there is no man with so complete a knowledge of the 
history of the game, of its rise and development. 

Mr. Birtwistle is generally a man of few words, 
though the latter generally convey a world of meaning. 
He played with Turton, Cob Wall, and Blackburn Rovers, 
and remembers the days when tape was used for the 
** crossbar.”’ 

Mr. Birtwistle resigned through failing health on June 
23rd, 1927, and he was then elected a Life Member of the 
Association. 

On August 17th, 1927, Mr. Birtwistle was presented 
with a Silver Casket in recognition of his long service to 


the Association. 
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T., LAITHWAITE: 


Elected to L.F.A. Council in 1904. In 1903 he missed 
election by one vote. Received his Long Service Medal in 
1925; elected Vice-Chairman of the Referees’ Committee 
in 1920, and succeeded Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe as Chairman in 
1926; 

No one has worked harder for Junior football, and 
Lancashire football in general. Constant in attendance at 
Meetings and enthusiastic in all his efforts. Member of 
Amateur Cup Committee and Discipline Committee. Was 
a Referee for many years, and refereed in many important 
matches. 

He was honoured with the following appointments :— 
Referee in The F.A. Amateur Cup Final Tie, 1912-13. 
Referee in the Lancashire Junior Cup Final Tie, 1905-6 
and 1906-7, and refereed the Lancashire Amateur Cup 
Final Tie in 1909-10; and for a number of years he was a 
Football League Linesman. 

He is known as “the Mayor of Wigan,’ and is a 
universal provider of mirth. 

On June 23rd, 1927, Mr. Laithwaite succeeded Mr. 
Little as Hon. Treasurer, and thereby secured well- 
deserved recognition of twenty-three years’ service as a 
Divisional member. 

Mr. Laithwaite takes 100 per cent. interest in Junior and 
Amateur Football. ‘*‘ His Worship’ is a Life President 
of the Lancashire Alliance and of the Wigan Cup Competi- 
tion, and he is connected with every league in and around 


Wigan. 


bet ees 


Elected to represent Division 6 in 1904. Received his 
Long Service Medal in 1925 and elected Hon. Treasurer 
in 1926, when Mr. Ritson vacated the position to become 
a Vice-President, and in turn, vacated the position of Hon. 
Treasurer to become a Vice-President on June 23rd, 1927. 
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Mr. Little was elected Chairman of the Leagues 
Sanction Committee in 1910, and has been most painstaking 
in this most difficult part of the Asociation’s work. (See 
the Chapter on Leagues Sanction Committee). 

He has served as a Director of the Blackpool 
F.C., and is President of the Fylde League; and also 
President of the Fylde Referees’ Society; he is also Chair- 
man of Discipline Meetings held at Preston, 

Mr. Little has not only rendered faithful service to the 
Association, but his sympathies have been extensive, 
as, for example, his connection with Penrith F.C., of which 
he has been a Vice-President for over twenty years. 

He is a man of sound judgment, his strength being in 
his loyalty to his colleagues, and in his generosity and kind- 
ness to all, 
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Mr. Lythgoe was elected to represent Division 5 of 
the Lancashire F.A. in 1892, and received his Long Service 
Medal in 1913, and was elected a Vice-President in 1922. 

He is one of the oldest men connected with official 
football, and played in goal for West Druids F.C., and was 
Secretary for that Club so far back as 1874. In 1877 he 
settled in Liverpool and became connected with the Birken- 
head and Bootle Clubs. He also helped to form the Liver- 
pool F.A. in 1882. 

Mr. Lythgoe is affectionately referred to as “‘ Bobby,”’ 
and is held in high esteem by his Colleagues. 

He was elected to the Council of The F.A. so long ago 
as 1884, and was elected a Vice-President in 1926. He 
further was the Hon. Secretary of the Liverpool County 
F.A. for many years, and is now its Hon. Treasurer. 

Mr. Lythgoe, though 72 years of age, retains a de- 
lightful cheerfulness, and his interest in the game is as keen | 
as ever, and he still retains the position of Secretary to 
Division 2 of The F.A., whose functions are the drawing 
of Clubs, arrangements for replays, and the appointment 


of Officials for the Qualifying Rounds of The F.A. Cup 


Competition. 
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Mr. Lythgoe was for many years one of our leading 
Referees, having refereed several International Matches, 
and also officiated as Linesman in three F.A. Cup Final 
Ties. He also officiated at the historic Kennington Oval, 
and he acted as Linesman at the first Lancashire Cup Final 
Tie played between Darwen and Blackburn Rovers in 1879. 

Mr. Lythgoe is a Member of the L.F.A. Finance 


and Referees’ Committees. 


J. McKENNA. 


Mr. McKenna needs little introduction. his name being 
known throughout the land, 

He was elected to represent Division 5 on the Lanca. 
shire Football Asociation in 1899, received his Long Service 
Medal in 1920, and was made a Vice-President in 1918. 
In 1909-10 he was Chairman of the Leagues Sanction Com- 
mittee, and now holds a similar position on The Football 
Association. 

Mr. McKenna was elected a Member of The Football 
Association Council in 1905, and was elected a Vice-Pre- 
sident in 1912, he also became a Member of The Football 
League Management Committee in May, 1902, was made 
a Vice-President in 1908, and became President of that 
great Organisation in 1910, which position he still so 
worthily holds, and in 1923 he was elected a Life Member, 
when also he was presented with a silver-gilt casket con- 
taining an illuminated address. 

Mr. McKenna has also served as Director, and Chair- 
man of Directors, of the Liverpool F.C., and his extensive 
experience has been of great service to the County Asso- 
ciation, especially during the period of reconstruction at the 
close of the Great War. 

Few men have given so much time and service to the 
game as Mr. McKenna. His genial wit, coupled with his 
keen love for the game has made him popular whereever 
football is played. The Liverpool F.C. is very largely 
what he made it, for through all its trials he was a faithful 
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friend and adviser. His opinions are always carefully 
considered, and his sound judgment universally respected 
and accepted. His honesty and business aptitude is such 
that he cannot tolerate any malpractice or laxity of method. 
At times he is severe almost to the point of harshness, but 
his sternest moments always end with kindly good humour. 
As a Vice-President of The Football Association he is res- 
pected equally with the President. 


SPM ELS OSE 


Elected in 1901 to represent Division III., and received 
his Long Service Medal in 1922. In 1915 he was appointed 
Hon. ‘Treasurer, and in 1926 he was made a_ Vice- 
President. “ 

Mr. Ritson has fendered long and faithful service to 
the Association. He first played “ Rugger’’ at school, 
but later joined Bolton Christ Church and_ played 
‘“Soccer’’ with them in all positions. He played one 
year with Christ Church F.C., and that was the last year 
the club was so called. ‘The Club then changed its name 
to Bolton Wanderers. Mr. Ritson next played with 
Mawdsley F.C. Later, Mr. Ritson, along with several 
other ex-Rugby players, then formed the Bolton 
and District F.A., and amongst the members were 
G. Dobson (afterwards a player of Bolton Wanderers 
and Everton), Joe Sowerbutts (who later played with 
Blackburn Rovers), and W. Flitcroft (who became a 
Bolton Wanderer). 


Mr. Ritson was one of the first dozen to take up shares 
when the Wanderers Club was made into a _ Limited 
Company, he was also the hrst Shareholders’ Auditor, and : 
later became a Director of the Club, and when the Club 
was short of a Secretary he acted as Hon. Secretary. Mr. 
Ritson was Chairman of the Club during the last three or 
four years that he was a Director, from which position he 


resigned in 1904. 
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The activities of Mr. Ritson on behalf of The Lanca- 
shire F.A. have been manifold. He is a Member of the 
Finance, Referees, and Discipline Committees, and he is 
Chairman of the Jubilee Banquet Committee, and if zeal 
and energy can ensure success, then the Association’s 
celebrations will be of the best. 


R. WATSON. 


Elected to represent Division I. in 1892. Received his 
Long Service Medal in 1913, and made a Vice-President in 
1918. 

Mr. Watson has over 40 years connection with the 
game, he was connected with Bells’ Temperance, later 
connected with Accrington and Accrington Stanley. 

For many years was a Football League Linesman and 
Combination Referee. Was Linesman in The F.A. Cup 
Final Tie at Crystal Palace in 1909-10, and also in the Re- 
play at Everton, when Newcastle United beat Barnsley 
2—0, after a Draw of I—I, he was also Linesman in the 
Inter-League match, England v. Scotland, played at Ewood 
Park in 1909-10. Mr. Watson holds two records, having 
been the Referee in 6 Lancashire Junior Cup Final Ties. 
and in 4 Amateur Cup Final Ties. 

Mr. Watson is generally referred to as “‘ Dick,’ and 
his name is a household word in Accrington, where he 
lives, and is a member of the Town Council. He is 
President of the North-East Lancashire Combination, 
Chairman of the Lancashire Combination Executive, 
President of Blackburn and District Referees’ Society, and 
also represents Division II. on the Council of The EAs 
and yet finds time for his Sunday School and Social work, 
and in connection with the latter he is proud of a medal 
presented to him for twenty-one years’ continuous service. 

Mr. Watson is Chairman of the Discipline Committee 
of the L.F.A., and also serves on the Finance, Referees, 
Rules Revision, and Jubilee Committees, and his attend- 
ance at these and other football meetings are as the wine 
of life to him. 
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CHAPTER XXXIll, 
MEMBERS OF THE LANCASHIRE F.A. COUNCIL. 
TABLOID BIOGRAPHIES—continued. 


T. A. Barcroft, R. A. Beeley, W. E. Bracewell, T. P. 
Campbell, E. Clayton, J.P., W. Dickinson, H. Duckworth, 
C. E. Foweraker, H. P. Hardman, and'J. W. Haworth. 


toa: SBARCROP Te 


Mr. Barcroft was elected a Divisional Member for 
Division 6 in 1912, in succession to the late Tom Houghton. 

Mr, Barcroft’s connection with Blackpool F.C. is known 
world wide, and an appropriate telegraphic address would 
be “ cheerio ”’ or *‘ smile.” 

Mr. Barcroft is a Member of The Football League and 
also Treasurer of the Central League, and he has on several 
occasions unsuccessfully sought election on The F.A. He 
is a Member of the L.F.A. Referees’ Committee and Dis- 
cipline Committee, and amongst his various characteristics 
he possesses a fund of anecdotes, which he relates 
inimicably. 

He is not only Hon. Secretary of the Blackpool F.C., 
but he is the only Hon. Secretary of any Club connected 
with The Football League. Football is his only hobby, on 
which he spends practically every hour of the day. 


Re Asspeack Y. 


Elected to the Council in 1925. 
Mr. Beeley is a Director of Lancaster Town F.C., he 


is also a Member of the Lancashire Combination Executive, » ° 


and also connected with the North Lancashire League. 

Though young in service with the Lancashire F.A., 
Mr. Beeley has shown a willingness to respond to the con- 
fidence reposed in him, and as one of the younger Members 
he ought to have a long career of service, 
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W. E. BRACEWELL. 


Elected in 1919 for Division I., two months after the 
election of his Club Colleague, Mr. H. Windle. 


It is said that apart from football Mr. Bracewell’s chief 
hobby is “* leg pulling,”’ at which he is a past master. 


As a football “ scout ’’ he has done invaluable service 
and amongst the “ stars’’ whom he helped to secure for 
Burnley were “‘ Bob”’ Kelly, Sewell, Jones and Waterfield. 


Mr. Bracewell is a Director of Burnley F.C., having 
been associated with the Club for over thirty years, his 
first connection being that of a Junior Clerk in the office. 
He serves on the L.F.A. Rules Revision, Discipline, and 
Permits Committees, and his services for and on behalf 
of Junior Football have been very helpful. He is also a 
Member of the Central League Management Committee, 
and Vice-Chairman of the North-East Lancashire Com- 


bination. 


As evidence of his popularity, he has headed the poll ° 
at four elections in connection with the election of 
Directors for Burnley F.C., which Board he joined in 1909, 
and of which he is Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
he is also a Vice-President of the Burnley Referees 
Society and of the Burmley Sunday School Football 
League. 


ek CAMEBEEL, 


Mr. Campbell—often referred to as ~ T.P.,’° com- 
menced his football career with Brae Side I.C., later he 
played with Blackburn Park Road F.C. He was, of 


course, always an amateur player, but some. of his 
colleagues were professionals and received the princely 
sum of 2/6 per week. 

“T.P.”’ assisted Blackburn Rovers F.C. on several 
occasions, and played for the famous. Club v. Glasgow 
Rangers on the Leamington ground, he also played against 
Preston North End when the Rovers won by many goals. 
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On three occasions Mr. Campbell was selected to represent 
Blackburn and District against other Lancashire Districts, 
and that was no little honour in those days. 

A broken knee cap terminated T.P.’s’”’ career as a 
football player, and thereafter his energies were directed 
in acting as Referee and in Committee work. For many 
years Mr, Campbell was a Lancashire Combination and a 
Football League Referee. In 1907-08 he refereed the Lan- 
cashire Cup Final Tie when Oldham Athletic beat Preston 
North End by three goals to one at Hyde Road, and the 
same Season he had the great honour of refereeing The 
F.A. Cup Final Tie when Wolverhampton Wanderers beat 
Newcastle United by three goals to one at the Crystal 
Palace. 

Mr. Campbell is now President of the Lancashire Com- 
bination, having served on the Committee for several 
years. He jis also President of Blackburn and_ District 
Combination, with which he was actively connected for 
over 21 years. He is also Hon. Secretary of the East 
Lancashire Charity Committee, which is one of the oldest 
Competitions in Lancashire. 

“TP.” was elected a Member of the L.F.A, Council 
in 1914, and has rendered yeoman service on the Amateur, 
Discipline, Referees, and League’s Sanction Committees. 
He is also a Member of the Jubilee Banquet Committee. 
Mr. Campbell, it is said, is equally good at leg pulling, play- 
ing bowls and coon-can, watching cricket, criticising pre- 
sent day football and footballers, or in “ yarn spinning.” 

He has just been appointed Chairman of the Amateur 
Cup Committee, in succession to Mr. C. E. Sutcliffe, who 
retired from that position in 1928. 


Be=CLAY TON, JP: 


Elected in 1924 for Division 5, his interests are mani- 
fold, having been a Member of the Southport 
Town Council for many _ years; but Southport 
F.C. has always claimed a large share of Mr. 
Clayton's time and support, of which he was Secretary for 
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many years. In 1926 he was elected on the Lancashire 
Combination Executive. Mr. Clayton serves on the L.F.A. 
Referees and Discipline Committees, and his compre- 
hensive experience of men and matters are of great service 
to the Association. 

Mr. Clayton takes an active part in the Civic life of 
Southport, and in August, 1927, was appointed a Justice 
of the Peace. 

He took a great interest in the promotion of the 
Northern Section, Third Division, of The Football League, 
and is ever on the alert to further the interests of the Clubs 
concerned. 


W. DICKINSON. 


Mr. Dickinson was one of the Referees whose name 
appeared on the first list in 1901, when registration of Re- 
ferees was etablished. He was a Football League Lines- 
man, and a Referee in the North-Eastern League, and Lan- 
cashire Combination, 

Elected on L.F.A. Council in 1915, has been connected 
with Furness F.A. and North-Western League for many 
years, also the Barrow F.C. as Director, Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman and Secretary. 

Mr. Dickinson in representing the Barrow area has to 
travel more than any other Member of the Council in 
attending the Council Meetings. 

Mr. Dickinson has experienced every phase of football, 
and his services are of great help in the Northern corner of 
the County, 


H. DUCKWORTH. 


Elected for Division 4 in 1923, a worthy son of a worthy 
sire, his father, the late W. A. Duckworth, having been a 
Member of the Council from 1892 to 1918. : 

Like his father, Mr. Duckworth is keenly interested in 
football, and Bury F.C. in particular. 

Mr. Duckworth was elected Vice-Chairman of the Re- 
ferees’ Committee in 1926, and is also a Member of the 
Leagues Sanction Committee, Discipline Committee, and 
Jubilee History Committee. 
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Mr. Duckworth is also President of the Bury Referees’ 
Society, is a Member of Manchester F.A. Council, and last 
—but certainly not least—he is the Chairman of Bury F.C. 


C.2 En FOWERAKER. 


Mr. Foweraker was appointed Manager to Bolton Wan- 
derers F.C. in July, 1919, prior to which he had served the 
Club in different capacities. 

Mr. Foweraker, is, needless to state, well known in 
football circles, yiet it is not long since he had the unique 
experience of being refused admission to his own ground, 
thanks to the zeal of anew checker who did not know him, 
and only the timely intervention of the President of the 
Lancashire F.A. saved the situation. 

He was elected to represent Division 3 in 1922. 

Mr. Foweraker as Secretary-Manager of Bolton Wan- 
derers F.C, has seen his Club capture The F.A. Cup in 1923 
and 1926, and the scenes in the 1923 Final will never be for- 
gotten. His connection with the Lancashire F.A. has ce- 
mented the good feeling between the Association and its 
Professional Clubs. He is a Member of the League's 
Sanction, Referees’, Discipline, and Jubilee Match Com- 
mittees, and his tact, experience, and sound judgment 
have been, and are, of great service. 


H. P. HARDMAN. 


Elected to the Council in June, 1928, after unsuccessful 
attempts in 1925 and 1926. 

Mr. Hardman first played football for Blackpool High 
School, and whilst at school played for Blackpool F.C., in 
the Second Division of The Football League. That was 
away back in 1900-01. He played with Blackpool F.C. 
for three seasons, and then from 1903-04 to 1907-08 played 
with Everton, and later played with Manchester United, 
Bradford City, and his last club was Stoke, with whom ‘he 
played from 1910-13, when he retired from playing. 
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The first medal Mr. Hardman obtained in football was 
an English Cup medal, he being a member of the Everton 
team that beat Newcastle United I—0 in 1905-06. His 
second medal was an English Cup runners-up medal 
received the following season when Shefheld Wednesday 
beat Everton by 2—0. Mr. Hardman not only played for 
England in English Amateur Internationals and Olympic 
Games, but he played with professionals in International 
Matches against Scotland in 1907, against Wales in 1905-08, 
and against Ireland in 1907. 

Mr. Hardman was elected a Member of the Central 
League Committee in June, 1923, and still retains that 
office. He also became a Director of Manchester United 
in 1911. Amongst other clubs that he helped at different 
times were Northern Nomads, Worsley Wanderers, and 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 

The first person to get Mr. Hardman interested in 
League football was Bob Birkett, who played for Black- 
pool, and who used to keenly watch School matches, and 
he and the late R. B. Middleton interviewed Mr. Hard- 
man’s father, and secured permission to sign him as an 
Amateur, so, after all, English Schools’ football does pro- 
vide opportunities for our boys to learn to shoot. 


J. W. HAWORTH. 


Co-opted a Member of the Amateur Cup Committee 
in 1920, and in 1925 was co-opted a Member of the Council, 
as a representative of the Amateur Cup Clubs. 

Mr. Haworth was connected with Stockport County 
F.C. thirty-eight years ago, and later he became associated 
with Heaton Chapel A.F.C., whom he has served for 
twenty-four years, and on some occasions he has been the 
* crowd "’ watching his Club. He has been, and is, also 
actively associated with the Lancashire Amateur League, 
of which he has been a Member eighteen years. 

Mr. Haworth has one object, to see Amateur football 
flourish, and he is unsparing in his efforts on behalf of 
amateurs and amateurism. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 
MEMBERS OF THE LANCASHIRE F.A, COUNCIL. 
TABLOID BIOGRAPHIES (ConriNUED). 


J. Kenny, J. E. Mangnall, F. Morris, E. A. Morton, J.P., 
W. J. Sawyer, J. Taylor, J. W. Walsh, H. Windle, 
BE Co Witter J.P: 


J- KENNY, 


Mr. Kenny was co-opted to the Council in 1919, 
being the first member to be so appointed, and in 1926 was 
elected a Divisional Member (Division 6), and the same 
year was elected Vice-Chairman of the Leagues Sanction 
Committee; is also a Member of the Referees and Dis- 
cipline Committees, and also of the Jubilee History and 
Jubilee Banquet Committees. 


If Mr. Kenny, prior to his connection with the Lanca- 
shire F.A., was apprehensive of the ‘* powers that be,’’ he 
has probably had his doubts and fears dispelled. Mr. 
Kenny is President of the West Lancashire League, one of 
the oldest Leagues in the County, with which he has been 
connected over 2! years, and he is also President of the 
Preston and District Sunday School League. Mr. Kenny 
was a Football League Referee, refereed Lancashire Cup 
Final, Blackburn Rovers v. Burnley, in 1910-I1, and was 
Linesman in the International Match at Liverpool in 1922, 
when England beat Wales by one goal to none, A man 
of determination and of set purpose. 


~ 


- yin iM cousin eda tnt by 
saabls eh 


2 qu sonlesonet heompsiox 


awe Asma 1 9 nee 


how 


Aexnteced) eaIEMAZIDONe TOWAT 7 


AA inohobte st Db tied 2 Sapa a ok on 
alba lala Mt Ae walyo’l, A oye ~ 
A ' ever he ie: See 

bite oi iL 


i Fl 


Rieb at sare adi wi barenen _hawe Lapiclie 
adv OSC) wa bite aicidgga oe od of ehreenn wad 
stad “pelt bole AP awivivr®) ado ‘ecahcor é “ad 
aoitinat etiyes! otf Te nanniad iY hataslo aw Brotd 
“Kt bis se9@toA ods lo wdmaM 6 onla i er 
brie or auld 4 ontchest teed lo oslo Litw Sensi 
@9e imate toupeell seul 


wits] od iia sei aSerrene aul ot tte] KHOA a ¥ 
nd "od gadia vila Yo, avirmadoraqe new ele Ne a 
aly pati a bos exluofs ysl bed 

le ano: ,sirynad oideneae! aol oly, to tnalbyi ep ‘ 
rod ned od dotdwdbice Pate? adr, of ee tao ads 


wit jo wshbiaavd pale hae od baw 


maw ben OG) nb eaten  eryorl n kane a elf .. 
eh nt Goquet) ts store Tomita nist - oe 
mort A pane of laay sec ot ae 


246 —- HISTORY OF 


J. E. MANGNALL. 


Mr. Mangnall was a Director of Bolton Wanderers at 
the time he became Secretary and Manager of Burnley 
F.C. He started with the latter on Ist January, 1900, and 
remained with the Club until October, 1903. He was then 
appointed Secretary-Manager to Manchester United, who 
were in the Second Division. In 1906 United gained pro- 
motion, and were Champions of the First Division in 
1907-08 and 1910-11, and in 1908-09 they won The F.A. 
Cup. That is a great record and one for any Club to be 
proud of. 

United left Clayton in 191] and went to Old Trafford, 
with its palatial arrangements. In September, 1912, Mr. 
Mangnall left United and crossed over to the City. Mr. 
Mangnall remained with City until the end of Season 
1923-24, during which time the Club removed from the 
popular but barren ground at Ardwick to Maine Road, 
with its huge resources. 

Years ago Mr. Mangnall was a prominent athlete, and 
on the old ordinary cycle, cycled from Bolton to John-o’- 
Groats, and from John-o'-Groats to Land’s End, and to- 
day holds all the records for Bolton and district for the 
54 inch cycle. He won the long distance competition five 
years in succession. He was also Hon. Secretary of 
Bolton Harriers, and used to compete in Cross Country 
events and championships. Mr. Mangnall also took an 
active interest in boxing and swimming and won a number 
of trophies. 

Whilst Mr. Mangnall has had an extensive career in 
the conduct and management of professional football, yet 
as a player he was an amateur, first playing Rugby and 
later Soccer, and he was always an amateur in the various 
athletics in which he engaged. 

Mr. Mangnall joined The Lancashire F.A. in 1918, and 
is a Member of the League's Sanction, Referees, and 
Discipline Committees, he is Chairman and Treasurer of 
the Secretaries and Managers’ Association, and is also 
on the Committee of Management of the Central League, 
of which he was a founder. 


} 
r 


Lo bead . : 7 = 
i» oterabae V eottoll le rola « Rave Hangnat La 


at cir lo wpe bre wane? smased or ane 


me SOOPL, somunel tt ao asfial ¢ iw Be . ok 
aod: cow oH 2081 wedert) tamu dal belt reins 
odw botinW tmadsath—at wyaaModetons? bstniogqn 
or onic hetiel? B00 wt -anisteiG biosoe aft al st 
i woleteil tel] set Yo-anolgeindd aise bax ,nmiton 
AT sd? now yadt M0001 ot bien HLDICL ban BOOED 
od of doko “na 40] sao bra broog teoeg & ob tet te a 
: . 30 buoig ~ 
-brotiaiT bi) gt tna Tere Ol ai aorvall isl batintly  ” 
iM SPL wodewigné al atrenagaasie Haleg wn " 
all .@ aor wvo bearsow ban borat fist Uengne 
teens® to hes silt Sitaw Wid div beaianm Horgan A 
alt mod bovems: dif) ad} eri) dotlw yriwb bS-ESO(: 
™ baal] evisM 0}. doiveterA iabaterg asned fod rele, 
7 : eoomosor onudt en wsive © 
baw 2ldia inscimvorg « eow Legs Al one wos an 
o-adel. of notlot awd hatys plow etanibee ble adi, ne 9 
“at baa bad = bral ni tee rid- o-odepomarl pte eons 
‘odt vol saceelty tae mantel vol ebioas: silt He ahlod “ob 
bet mobtaqtins a2zmnteih gaol ott cow sH - .eleys dont be : 
lo gamnet .aakl osld pew oh noire ont 9teey 
“anno gerd) pi tones bt hoe bine aerial! -aniled 
ne door eels Nerganhl aM equlecsigmads hoe Litsen a 


wiclrerun H.007 BHA Hines hig etic Fr Jasisin avifos 


enisdgeril le 
Fri ronan ation cue bast wa Pemcegemll Nidal ve A 
Yow Iadinal lattomwalo I feynteendens ban jartinies of 
baw vdygoA gurney toy wednnlana eo atk asGale ry _ 7 
nvowny ot Meeerminne fin @enwle enw ait bra, pansies votok | 
hogagce ad dotdwead entation 
on Ste) oe Aa arid ana, | a! hana tl wer roll 4a 7 
aod .2eTetadl.  Adifuiee » sixgenl edt to bier = one 
10, pomweaetl ‘baa cearied) Gf od osttiinne. | sf 
Cilia ben. ete lated etoyainrl bitn.-astveberaghe. 
airmen Intine silt do insrrogedahl Jo: atti 
x : 


— robot @ a 
ee" : 


LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, 247 


F. MORRIS. 


Elected in 1919 to represent Division 4, in succession 
to Mr. C. E, Sutcliffe, who had then been made a Vice- 
President. 

Mr. Morris has for years been connected with the 
Radcliffe and District Sunday School League, one of the 
best controlled Junior Organisations in the County. He is 
a Member of the Leagues Sanction, Amateur Cup, 
Referees, and Discipline Committees, and gives a great 
amount of time and service to the Association. 

Mr. Morris is a Member of the Radcliffe Urban District 
Council, and also holds high office in the Manchester 
Unity of Oddfellows. 


BH. AMOR BON, 3icP. 


Mr. Morton was first connected with the Lancashire 
Football Association in 1893, when Hon, Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Old Xaverians A.F.C, He is a founder of 
the Lancashire |’ Zingari League, and also of the Lanca- 
shire Amateur League. During the last four ) ears, in con- 
junction with Mr. G. R. Mitchell (Liverpool Collegiate), he 
has established the Old Boys’ League for Old Boys of 
Secondary Schools of Liverpool and District. 

Mr. Morton has always kept in the closest touch with 
Amateur football, and he has always been a very loyal 
Member of the Lancashire F.A., and was first co-opted on 
the Council in October, 1921, as the representative of 
Amateur football. 

Mr. Morton is a Life President of the O'd Xaverians 
F.C., and in 1926 was appointed a Justice of the Peace 
for the City of Liverpool. He remembers the days when 
Amateur players who represented their County were 
called upon to pay their own expenses, even from Lan 
cashire when visiting in the South of England, and he has 
also seen something of the struggles of Amateur Clubs to 
keep alive because of the great attractions of Professional 


football. 
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Wal SAW 1 ER, 
Mr. Sawyer was elected to the L.F.A. Council in 1921 


in succession to the late Dr. Baxter, who had for several 
months represented Division 5. 

Mr. Sawyer has a most extensive experience in foot- 
ball, as the following will indicate: Hon. Secretery of 
Everton F.C, in 1918, and in 1921 elected a Director of the 
Club, since which time he has been Chairman of the 
Finance Committee. His first connection with foot- 
ball was Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal Recreation, close on forty years ago. 
Prior to his joining Everton F.C. he was Secretary and 
Managing Director of South Liverpool F.C., now known as 
New Brighton F.C. He was also founder of the following 
organisations : Liverpool Mid-Week Hospital Cup Competi- 
tion, South Liverpool F.C., Liverpool Football league, 
Wigan Borough F.C, 

In addition to his work on the Council of the L.F.A., 
Mr. Sawyer is also connected with the Liverpool County 
F.A., of which he is a Vice-President. His connection 
with both professional and amateur football has been of 
service to the Lancashire F.A., and_ particularly the 
Amateur Cup Competition, as through his good _ offices 
several Final Ties have been played on the Everton and 
Liverpool] grounds, and in that way Mr. Sawyer has shown 
a real and practical interest in amateur clubs, 


Je eA LOR: 


Elected to represent Division 3 in 1914, and is a 
Member of the Amateur Cup, Discipline, Leagues Sanction, 
Referees, and Jubilee Banquet Committees. 

Mr. Taylor was an Amateur player for a number of 
years, later became President of Bolton and District A.F.A., 
and is most zealous in his efforts on behalf of Junior foot- 


ball, whilst the local Clubs all look to him as their friend. 


In his younger days Mr. Taylor was a successful 
outside right, very speedy and clever, and he could easily 
have become a professional had he desired to do so. He 
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played for his school at Lytham, and later played with 
Bolton Park Road F.C., Chequerbent F.C., and other 
Bolton Clubs. 

Mr. Taylor was for some time a Member of the Bolton 
Town Council. Prior to the War he played Tennis, Bowls, 
Billiards, and Golf, and to-day takes an interest in all kinds 
of sport. 


J. W. WALSH. 


Elected in 1925 for Division 2, Mr. Walsh is Chairman 
of the Blackburn Rovers F.C., and his predecessor on the 
L.F.A. was the late R. B. Middleton, Secretary of the 
Rovers. 

As a Club Chairman Mr, Walsh knows something about 
the cares and difficulties of football management, and such 
experience will stand him in good stead on the L.F.A. 

Was there a prouder man in England when the Rovers 
ot 1928 won The F.A. Cup at Wembley, which great event 
was witnessed not only by His Majesty the King, but 
Queen Mary and the Duke and Duchess of York were 
also present ? 

Blackburn people showed their appreciation of the 
Rovers’ triumph when the Team came home, and well may 
Mr. Walsh laugh and smile. 

Mr. Walsh is a Member of the L.F.A. Referees, Dis- 
cipline, and Rules Revision Committees. The Lancashire 
F.A. Council would, indeed, be strange without a Rovers 


official. 


Ay WINDEE: 
Elected to the Lancashire F.A. Council in April, 1919, 
for Division |, and serves on the Discipline, League's 


Sanction, Referees and Jubilee Match Committees. 

Mr. Windle was first connected with Burnley Lane 
Reform Club, and has always been interested in the 
administrative side of football. He is Chairman of the 
Burnley F.C., which position he has held for 19 years out 
of the 25 that he has been connected with that Club. 
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Mr. Windle’s connection with the L.F.A. has strength- 
ened the position of the latter, insomuch that the success 
of a County Association depends upon the co-operation 
and support of its Senior Clubs, and Mr. Windle’s influence 
has been all to the good of the Lancashire F.A, 

In 1927 Mr, Windle’s admirers connected with Burnley 
F.C. presented him with a motor car in recognition of his 
interest and zeal on behalf of the Turf Moor Club and 
numerous local sports, including cricket. 

Mr. Windle is also Hon. Treasurer of the Burnley 
Hospital Cup Competition, which is probably one of the 
biggest money-raising competitions in the country. Last 
season no less than £730 was paid over to the Burnley 
Hospital, a fact that Mr. Windle is very proud of, and the 
Hospital Committee also appreciate the fact that the Semi- 
Final and Final Ties are often successful because they are 
played on the ground of the Burnley F.C. 


Es W LER oie 


Mr. Witter only became a Member of The Lancashire 
Association in 1927, succeeding Mr. T. Laithwaite, who 
had been promoted to the responsible post of Hon. 
Treasurer. 

Mr. Witter, however, has for many years been a keen 
follower and supporter of football in general, and Junior 
and Amateur Football in particular. He is President of 
the Lancashire Alliance, to whom he gave a Cup, which 
is named the “ Excelsior ’’ Cup. He is also a Vice-Presi- 
dent of Wigan Sunday School League, to whom he pro- 
vided a Shield. 

In his time Mr. Witter has been a player for Appley 
Bridge and other Clubs around the Wigan area. He is a 
Member of the Wigan Rural Council, and also is a 
County Justice of the Peace. His interest in sport is not 
confined to football, as he is President of a local Bowling 
Club, and also President of Appley Bridge Golf Club. 


Mr. Witter should prove an acquisition to the Council. 
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F. HARGREAVES, 


Secretary, Lancashire I’.A. 
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From the outset he has never failed to satisfactorily 
discharge the work of his office. Probably many County 
Associations feel happy in their chief working official, but 
there is none better fitted, more competent, and with a 
keener love for his work than the Secretary of the Lanca- 
shire F.A. Even during the War and whilst in the Army 
he carried on, and the work was never neglected nor did 
the Association suffer in his hands, 


In the early days, he was perhaps fortunate in being in 
close touch and almost daily association with the late Mr. 
D. B. Woolfall, but from the time when he was called on 
to master all the rules and regulations and keep a keen 
supervision and control of the Association, he has grown in 
power and knowledge, until to-day he is looked up to as 
one of the leading authorities on the work and conduct of 
a County Association. Careful and methodical in all his 
work, the office system has been perfected by him, until the 
Association has become not merely his work or his hobby, 
but his life’s work, in which to take a real pride. 


There have been times when he has been tempted to 
take up other positions which would probably have been 
financially beneficial, and when the outlook seemed of 
wider scope, but he has always decided to remain at the 
work he loves and amongst a people that must now seem 
part of his life. Let me say quite frankly, that he must 
from time to time have found the policy and ideals, the 
whims and wishes of individual members of the Council, 
difficult to understand and dangerous to allow scope to. His 
powers of argument backed by his experience and unfailing 
tact have kept us from going astray so far as Rules and 
Regulations are concerned. 


There must have been times when he would have been 
glad if he could have changed the President, for he was 
always a better Secretary than we conceived him to be, 
and it is not always easy to convince a President that he 
is wrong, but the time has never come when we have 
wished for another Secretary. Perhaps | write with greater 
freedom and force than could any other. | remember my 
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own fears when the late Mr. Lewis left for Australia and 
I was called upon to take over the duty of Deputy-Pre- 
sident. After my first chat with the Secretary all my fears 
vanished, and if Mr. Hargreaves was one half as happy 
under his added responsibility, as I was in trying to maintain 
the machinery of the Lancashire Football Association in its 
high state of efficiency, he was a happy man. When | re- 
turned the reins of office to Mr. Lewis | felt under a very 
great obligation to every member of the Council who had 
all the time striven to make my path easy and duties light, 
but when | passed out of the Presidential chair my heart 
was full of gratitude for the unvarying kindness and the 
very generous assistance the Secretary had shown and given 
me. Those few months enabled me to realise Mr. Har- 
greaves at his true worth. 


I must say of him as | have written of our late President, 
that at times he has been obsessed with his own view as the 
only possible right view, but | love a tenacious fighter. We 
have failed to agree in our opinions and judgment, but we 
have always agreed as friends, and | hope better friends 
to-day because we had the courage to be frank, and 
the good sense never to be disagreeable. Since | took 
over the duties and responsibility of President, a position 
] regard as a very great honour, | have learned still more to 
appreciate the work of our Secretary, and to understand far 
better than | ever did before, the high esteem in which he 
holds the Association, the honour, dignity, and utility of 
which are safe in his hands. He is a model and faithful 
servant, but better still he is a real pal. 


During his term of office the Association has grown by 
leaps and bounds, and the work increased to an amazing 


extent. 


Mr. Hargreaves was for a number of years a Lanca- 
shire Combination and a Central League Referee, and also 
was Chairman of the Blackburn Thursday Amateur League 
for ten years; and he has for years taken an interest in the 


public life of Blackburn. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 


IN HONOUR OF THE JUNIORS. 


How delightful it would be to record the doings of all 
the Clubs in the County, but whilst the League Clubs are 
in everybody’s mouth, the thousand and one Junior Clubs 
that have made football and football players are counted 


of no moment. 


At this time when the big Clubs take pride in their 
greatness let them recall their earlier days. Let them 
also take stock of their players. Whence came they. 
Footballers have not learned the game on Ewood Park, 
Goodison Park, Deepdale and Old Trafford. On the 
grounds of Turton, Hindley, Black Lane, Atherton, West- 
houghton and Little Lever, and in the ranks of Amateur 
Clubs, clubs’ players have learned the game and learned 
to love it. In the days of their youth their enthusiasm 
has carried them on until they could not be content until 
they became masters of their profession. 


The Junior Clubs are making, training, and coaching. 
Then as the players progress, the Clubs say, ** We have 
finished our work, we have fitted you to perform before 
your tens and scores of thousands. Go, and our blessing 
goes with you, but remember that though you make 
your name with another Club, help to win Cups and 
Medals, and receive International honours, some of the 


credit belongs to us.”’ 


On June 23rd, 1928, just as we are revising the pre- 
vious chapters of this book, the welcome intelligence is 
received that Turton F.C. (previously referred to as 
‘defunct ’’) has ‘‘returned to life.’’ This resuscitation 
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of the old Club on the eve of the Association’s Jubilee is 
a most happy event, and it is also worthy of note that 
the Secretary of the old Club is Mr. J. W. Howarth, a 
son of the late John James Howarth, who did so much 
for Junior football. 


May the revival of Turton F.C. be a portent of a 
revival of interest in Junior and village football. 


It is likewise impossible to portray the work and 
efforts and characteristics of the seventy leagues and com- 
petitions, but in the following chapters we include two 
contributions, one representative of Junior professional 
football, and the other having reference to a_ purely 
amateur and junior league, and each controlled in a 
manner commendable to all concerned. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 


THE*PYEDE DISTRICT FOOTBALL. LEAGUE. 


By B. C. PLatt, Hon. SECRETARY. 


The first Meeting was held in the Marton Institute on 
August 22nd, 1898, and it was called by J. Rogers of 
South Shore. 

On the proposition of W. Marquis, of Wesham, 
seconded by W. Marshal, of Freckleton, it was decided 
to form a Football League, to be called the Fylde District 
Amateur Football League. 

The League has carried on ever since (except for the 
War period |1914-1919) and to-day has two Divisions with 
26 Clubs in Membership, who compete for the following 
trophies: Ist Division Championship, ‘The Bannister 
Cup,” presented by the late Thomas Bannister, President 
in 1889-90 and 1890-91 ; the 2nd Division Championship, 
“The John Gaunt Cup,” presented by John Gaunt ; also 
for the Ist Division teams the Fylde League Challenge 
Cup, presented by Saul Shiers, who was President in 
1901-02; for the 2nd Division teams, The Ramsden 
Challenge Shield, presented by Charles Ramsden, 
President in 1903-04. 

The League is noted for the long service of its 
Officials, as the following list will show. 

On December 6th, 1926, the League honoured the 
following ten gentlemen by electing them the [frst “‘ life 
members "’ of the League. They were each presented 
with an illuminated scroll. 

President, Edward Little, 23 years’ service to the 
League. 

Chairman, Albert Hargreaves, 29 years’ service to 
the League. 

Vice-Chairman, Arthur Ward, 24 years’ service to the 
League. 
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Fred Birtwistle, 27 years’ service to the League. 

Vice-President, Adam Atkinson, 24 years’ service to 
the League. 

John Gaunt, 20 years’ service to the League. 

Vice-President, William McCaffery, 26 years’ service 
to the League. P 

Vice-President, Thomas A. Barcroft, 18 years’ service 
to the League. 

Vice-President, Charles Ramsden, 24 years’ service to 
the League. 

Albert Briggs, il7 years’ service to the League. 

Of the old Clubs, Wesham and South Shore are still 
Members, whilst Freckleton only dropped out at the end 
of last Season, owing to having lost their ground, The 
present Ist Division Champions, the Alkali Works F.C., 
won their first Championship after 20 years’ effort. The 
Alkali Works have the finest sports ground in the League. 

The Lytham Institute were the first Champions in 
1899. South Shore hold the record as Champions, being 
at the top of the Ist Division from 1919 to 1923. 


Freckleton, Fleetwood Amateurs, and_ Blackpool 
Athletic have all been three times Champions. In the 
2nd Division, formed in 1920, no team has yet been twice 
the Champions. 

In the ‘‘Fylde Cup’’ Blackpool Athletic hold the 
record, they have been holders four times. 

‘’ The Ramsden Shield’’ has only been won on two 
occasions by one Club, Fleetwood Wednesday. 

The League has turned out four of the finest Inter- 
nationals who have played for England, Jack Cox (of 
Blackpool and Liverpool), Harold Hardman, Joe McCall, 
and George Wilson, whilst other Internationals, Herbert 
Jones and M. Webster (of Middlesbro) also played in 
the Fylde League. 

Besides serving the League Mr. Little is also Presi- 
dent of the Fylde Referees’ Society, and is a very ‘live 
President’’; he is always looking after the interests of its 


Members. 
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THE WEST LANCASHIRE LEAGUE. 
By A. Warp, Hon. SECRETARY. 


This League was originally. named ‘‘ The Preston 
and District Football Combination,’’ being formed in 
season 1905-6, and ran for three Seasons under that name, 
when, owing to the fact that the Clubs comprising the 
competition covered a bigger area, and to avoid clashing 
with another organisation, the present title was adopted. 

The original clubs were thirteen in number, and 
Coppull] Central had the honour of being first champions, 
and the Club maintained an unbroken membership 
of the League up to the close of season 1925-26, when, 
owing to the coal dispute and financial troubles, they were 
compelled to withdraw, so that not one of the original 
clubs remain members. So far as the officials were con- 
cerned, however, four members who were present at the 
formation are still actively identified, and have served the 
League faithfully and well throughout, these being the 
President, Mr. John Kenny; Chairman, Mr. Walter 
Archer, and two Members of the Committee, Messrs. 
Robert Armstrong and Albert Haworth. As these gentle- 
men had given 2I years’ service the League took the 
opportunity at a Coming of Age Dinner, held at Preston 
on March 22nd, 1927, to make suitable presentations in 
recognition and also to celebrate the League's Coming 
of Age. 

This was attended by Members of The Lancashire 
Football Association, The Football League, The Lanca- 
shire Combination, and other kindred bodies, and proved 
a huge success. 

Notable feats by Clubs are that of Croston F.C. in 
winning the Lancashire Junior Cup in Season 1922-23, and 
Lytham F.C.’s great performance of going right through 
the Football Association’s Cup qualifying rounds, to the 
Competition proper, in Season 1925-26, to be beaten by 
Oldham Athletic, a Football League Club, in the first 


round. 
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Breightmet United in their first season also put up a 


record by winning the League Championship, Richardson 
Cup and West Lancashire League Cup in Season 1926-27. 


The League has met with some serious rebuffs at 
various times, and had to search for clubs as members, 
but the storms have all been weathered, and a record 
number of clubs, i.e. 16, covering all parts of the County, 
is now assured, and as the financial position is a good 
one, a period of prosperity is looked for. 

It has been suggested that the present title is a mis- 
nomer, but for old association, sentimental reasons, and 
the fact that the dropping of the word “ West’’ would 
cause a similarity of names with other organisations in 
the County, no change is contemplated at present. 


The League values highly the fact that its President, 
Mr. John Kenny, was honoured by the Lancashire Foot- 
ball Association in being co-opted a Member of its Council 
in 1919 and still retains the confidence of that organisation. 


Rauber ce aes 


© a we ols eutnse jer celal st 
eonbindaiFl .qulatotqramdD gugaaa add @ st ge 
AS-O0P 1 noeaet si qu orgAnd UAB $e a 

aRudor enoime since dive reas 
micoimn aa adsl yl dosaoe 
lnopen 6 bee rita 
“tone? vit tov atvog He nies 
hog & a Sneed lakromeil, 98 


Rsaie * wo WO 
Tr SCO AAMT ARTO 

Anpecring. in lta 
Anobimor efi inde ah 
toot grilesonatd ody ob 
~ Fiona aff lo redetshh wf 
denaa tals tnilf to out 


j Wines 
: ar 
aa ~” ‘ 
a 7 
o=, aa - 
4 7 
art — 
* “a 
7 P = 
* ooo _ 
ow 
e 4) ae 
* 
- , 
ey 
e ae 
oh 
~~ 7 
— 


‘Tpes1syoH “yp Lf ‘wosspoyyT 
poompurlg “q ‘(lei1n 
‘T ‘VW ‘(Aaeqzerseg) sq 


+(Lae 


JALOIQ JUTO f*) 


‘PAV AA “JT “TaysotpourAy “¢ “Topsy, 


"80-2061 “SUMANNIM do 


SVL T,) peste 
a “HO “V 


M ‘(ureqydeg) Atteg -g ‘“pleysmeyy “gq “W}IOMe 


H ‘¢ ‘sardaeyg “44 : 


AN Se ounriny Fai sos 
da}IIMWOD) + UWost1as1e 


“( 


YORLVINV 


“Vy 4'Y ATWIIYWMONIM NOLSIAYd 


LlasIV Yl 


Wad 


7M 


MOP FWOIT 


3) 
OY pwovay 


‘20H ‘FT ‘Spreapy “¢ ‘worrg: “A, 
‘g[soy “Wy ‘(qUeptselg) uokMey “— “yaTYJES “y “Suorjswa1y “HD “WoPreT “g “TTEMUICH “AL “WHIMS “YF MOM FUOIT 
‘sonbove “pT ‘moparg “yy, ‘(ureqydeg) soyrg ‘d 


i MO[IVG “OdFy PMO PTLADVE 


“01-606. “SUMNNIA. dO UWALVINY 
‘O4d SHYUNALVWY NVOIM 


a 
= 7 


are 
4 


; 


we 


/ : a amt prout ni aE foie bet Mt, wadastt 
[th erubd amc | nerehd —.) iefle oA avs rts J Motgal! a Twwifinls if : 


ra 
7 : a roa agit IE ehecawls 


CHAPDERe OCA XV IT. 
THE- EVOLUTION: OF -FOOTBALL: 


History of the Game. Description of Football. Sunday 
School players. Higher tone. Causes of improvement. 
Football encouraged by all ranks of society. 


It may be as one historian has said, “‘ The origin of 
this violent game (football) is lost in antiquity, but there 
is much evidence of the attraction the game caused in 
the © good old days.’ ”’ 

It is recorded that in 1175 London Schoolboys played 
football. In 1314 King Edward Il. forbade it, and King 
Edward III. found it necessary to enact a law against 
‘football and similar foolish games.’ In 1389 Richard 
Il. passed another Act prohibiting football playing, and 
the same Act was re-enforced by Henry IV. in 140], and 
also by Henry VIII. A further reference to the ancient 
past is in the following description of our game: 

Stubbs, the eminent antiquary says, ~* Concerning 
football playing, | protest unto you it may rather be 
called a friendlie kind of fyghting than recreation. For, 
doth not every one lye in waight for his adversarie, seek- 
ing to overthrow him and pick him on his nose, though 
it be on hard stones, in ditch or dale . . . So that by 
this means sometimes their necks are broken, sometimes 
their backs or legs, sometimes their noses gush out with 
blood, and sometimes their eyes start out. Anoiher 
writer summed up his opinion of the game as ‘' a bloody 
murthering practice rather than a _felowly sport or 
pastime.’ 

The descriptions given may be true of the days of 
‘Merrie England,’’ but they are in nowise descriptive of 
present day football. 
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It may be reasonably claimed that considering the 
thousands of games played every week, the number of 
players guilty of foul and reprehensible play is compara- 
tively few. That statement is made after over twenty-five 
years’ attendance at meetings. 

Our honoured friend ** Dick ’’ Watson is often very 
indignant at the number of cases which arise from Sunday 
School football, his contention being that a higher standard 
of rectitude is expected from players of that class, than 
from players not connected with Sunday schools. 

Whatever the cause, the fact remains that about 60 
per cent. of the cases do arise from Clubs playing in 
Sunday School Leagues, despite the fact that some of 
such Leagues have made most praiseworthy efforts to 
raise the standard of play. 

Since the Great War, 5,947 players have been dealt 
with at 450 Discipline Meetings specially held. This work 
involves much time and patience on the Members of the 
Council. Despite the figures named, the writer is firmly 
of opinion that the ‘ tone’’ in football is higher, and that 
the number of players sent off the field is proportionately 
less than used to be the case. 

What are the causes of this “higher tone ?”’ 
Firstly, the Junior Leagues are better organised than 
formerly, and the improved administration has re-acted on 
the players. Secondly, the players individually have a 
better conception of sportsmanship than used to be the 


case. 

The old adage used to be, “if you can’t beat him, 
cheat him.’ ‘“‘ If you can’t win by fair means, win by 
foul—but win.’ But now-a-days an appeal has been 


made to “ play the game,’ and the love of Britons for 
fair play has, and is, conquering, even in football. 
Thirdly, we are indebted to the Referees’ Societies 
for the work they carry on. he education of young 
Referees, the elimination of the dud and the ignorant, 
the stimulus to improve and achieve, have all helped to 
make football matches better controlled. The Referees’ 
Societies are not striving for more pay and less responsi- 
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bility, but they are organisations manned by honorary 
ofhcials, and who do a good service in making known the 
finer points of the game, and in training up Referees. 


These and other causes have resulted in a better 
atmosphere in and around our game. 


’ 


No longer are we referred to as ‘‘ Northern Hordes ’ 
or * Muddied Oafs,’’. but footballers—Lancastrians or 
otherwise—are received and honoured by all ranks of 
Society. 


Footballers—Juniors and Seniors—are no longer the 
“ pooh-bahs”’ of Society. They indeed take their places in 
all phases of work—civic and national. No longer does 
‘Dame Grundy "’ look askance at those who visit football 
matches. 


Each Club now has its lady members and supporters, 
and football grounds are the rendezvous for all classes, 
sects and creeds, 


Mayors, Judges, and even Monarchs themselves, have 
not thought it derogatory to their dignity to patronise our 
game, and join in our assemblies. 

During Season 1927-28, Mr. Justice Swift attended 
matches at Hyde Road, Manchester ; and Ewood Park, 
Blackburn ; Mr. Justice Charles and Mr. Justice Hawke at 
Everton, whilst Mr. Justice Hawke accompanied by Lady 
Hawke attended the Lancashire Cup Final at Old 
Trafford, Manchester. Mr. Justice Hawke presented the 
Cup. Subsequently the President received a letter from 
the Judge’s Marshall in which he says, *‘ Mr. Justice 
Hawke and Lady Hawke enjoyed every minute of the 
game.” It was to all of us a glorious finish to a great 
season and completes a history of which we are all very 
proud, 

In the ‘final season completing 50 years of record, 
Lancashire finished up in possession of The Football 
Association Cup, the Football League Cup, and the Foot- 
ball League Second Division Championship Shield. 
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ROBERT CROMPTON. 
Blackburn Rovers F.C, 
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GHAPTER “XOCXIX: 
Lancashire-born Players who became famous. 


In this Chapter you will see the names of eighty-five 
players who were Lancashire born and who have played 
for England in International Matches vy. Ireland, Scotland, 
or Wales, together with a supplementary list of forty- 
six other players who, though not Lancashire born, yet 
played with Lancashire Clubs at the time they were 
“capped”’ to play for England. 

The triumphs of ** Bob’’ Crompton, the wizardry of 
Jock ’’ Simpson, the prowess of Crabtree, the dogged- 
ness of Joe McCall, the swerving of “‘Bob’’ Kelly, the 
cannon shots of Joe Smith, and the brilliance and char- 
acteristics of dozens of other players, all call for descrip- 
tion and admiration, but our space is gone, and therefore 
the list compiled and referred to must speak for itself. 


LIST OF LANCASHIRE-BORN INTERNATIONALS 
WHO HAVE PLAYED FOR ENGLAND ov. IRELAND, 
SCOTLAND OR WALES. 

Name of Player. Where born. Name of Player's Club. 


PF nieve, ale | Gasavace Blackburn, ........... Blackburn Rovers. 

Aishctotiondas pk: os Liverpool tigetc. nave Arsenal. | 
PX, WY soconge Wir renew Mees tet. cisewe Notts County. ip 
Baker, B. Howard Liverpool, ........... Chelsea. 

Balmer}. W Siew LAverpoolahy ox. :.s0ses Everton. 

Bamber; J) ..2..<. Si, IRIGIENS, cess soccer Liverpool. 

Bannistesaw a as, Burnley, Gismisecess Burnley & Bolton Wanders. 
Barton le eee Devel ouiig, joccosssade Blackburn Rovers. 


Becton, F, Be BAN Tote Preston, ase v:dereece ls Liverpool & Preston N.E. 
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Name of Player. Where born. Name of Player’s Club. 
pcr ci Ue eee Eiverpool;: sua: 7 Oxford University. 
Beverley, J. ........ BIAek DUI ee ae Blackburn Rovers. 
Blackburn, F. ...... Blackburn, ........... Blackburn Rovers. 
Bootie ee aan Manchester, ......... Manchester City. 
Bond ier a ee EeStOn casio eee, Preston North End. 
Brinciess let. .-2-. Darwen,” 2.00)i.ice, Darwen. 
Bradshaw, W. ..... IPAGRINGYED,  jadeooadsooe Blackburn Rovers. 
Bradshaw, H.._..... liivérpool. <2 Liverpool. 
Bromilow, T. ...... Liverpool ttn Liverpool. 

DLO WIT thas pone Digckburnyersss Blackburn Rovers. 
Bullock, No = 3.2.53: Monton, M/cr., .... Bury. 

Burgess, H. .......: Niamchestersseeerenee Manchester City. 
iBkoxdkeres WY, soadaeeaees PRANGIAESID, — dosesoooadnc Bolton Wanderers. 
DOOt hm loue feet sae Manchester, ......... Everton. 
Chadwick, A. ..... Church, “eee Southampton. 
Ghadwick "B.022) Blackburn; 2:47.40" Everton. 
Chippendale, H. .. Blackburn, «......:... Blackburn Rovers. 
CowellwAwus sae Blackburn; <= .ecc2 Blackburn Rovers. 
OR ice Blackpool; <:0..25) Liverpool. 
Crabtree, J, W. >. bumley, aici Burnley & Aston Villa. 
Cromipton, it. <.5-: Blackburn; .2:.5..0 Blackburn Rovers. 
Davenport, J. K. IBYOHHEID,  coseccossneansee Bolton Wanderers. 
Dawson,» Jae crac Cliviger, Burnley, .. Burnley. 

Dewhurst, F. ...... Prestonn cues Preston North End. 
Forsest)) J. Hi; 2. Blackburn; .....4.0 Blackburn Rovers. 
Greenwood, D. H. Blackburn, ........... Blackburn Rovers. 
Hardman, H.P. ... Blackpool, ........... Everton. 

Healless, H). :..086 Blackburn, <...:s:00.: Blackburn Rovers. 
Hibbert, W. ........ Gelleoxen,; coosaanansve Bury. 

Hodkinson, J. ..... [Eancastern << eeeeoe Blackburn Rovers. 
Folimessninmme enters IFRS, woososeaondooos Preston North End. 
Plolt welts eens @hureht, <5-.cat hee Everton & Reading. 
Houlker, A. E. .<.: Blackburn, ...:55:22.3 Blackburn Rovers, Ports- | 


mouth and Southampton. 


Howarth, Geo. .... Accrington, .......... Accrington. 
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lame of Player. Where born. Name of Player's Club. 

dowerthe he ris s* Prestone ots. Preston N.E & Everton. 

dargreaves, F. ..... Blackburn, sce: Blackburn Rovers. 

dargreaves, J. ..... Blackburn, ........... Blackburn Rovers. 

ack U). Bo. Bolloteees tee Bolton Wanderers. 

SA Een oy ome nee Fleetwood, <2... Blackburn Rovers. 

co | al ae eee Ashton-in-Makerfield Burnley & Huddersfield T. 

singsley, M. ....... Gast onset es reac Newcastle United. 

_ofthouse, J. M. Blackburn, . ),c..c 1000 Blackburn Rovers. 

ngworth; BE. ....« IBYOV IWS... Geasososoossoons Liverpool. 

eae Lo ah sees Sit, IBISIGAS,  ccosenosse Liverpool. 

WAGEE ON dyes hen Stunt telens, | cusicas West Bromwich Albion, 

larsden, Joe. ...... Darwen, ni een een Darwen. 

Marshall fom. .. Withnell, 2.665 Darwen. 

NeGall lie ccece. Barkham, ene Preston North End. 

UicInroy, A. ........ Preston hice estes Sunderland. 

wtchell, Je Fo... Manchester, ~..0.., Manchester City. 

Holyneux,’G; °...3.. Liverpool, <2. 24: Southampton. 

ANGLE ik ee ee Kearsley, A. Aston Villa. 

ote, Isl, secosooou: IBXaieNtl,  gagsasedsdoube 4- Bolton Wanderers. 

agente Meee Keickdalleumneereneren es Burnley. 

-~arkinson, J. ...... IBYeYeydlkS,  coasdnanoncvsone Liverpool. 

Reynolds, Jim... IBkaveleyeven, sossccuues: Aston Villa & West Brom- 
wich Albion. 

Rigby, Ac ae Peaaee Manchester, ......... Blackburn Rovers. 

fostron, | ..(hot:)ieWarwen,, cesta Great Lever. 

EEL ORME: SRC ‘Tharditeins. SeqedeeeeeBucce Bury. 

fete ley ed je Bore eae JBrovlveiav, saceavsoocdneboo Bolton Wanderers. 

batten lameness cs [BY Worets  Soweerasnsenseee Bury & Everton. 

shepherd, A. ...... Boone eee Bolton W. & Newcastle U. 


ileock, Jee Whivan, -e.nrecniee Manchester United. 
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Name of Player. 


Simipson, Je ....... ¥: 
Southworth, John. 


Waylon Bin scans. 
Townley, Weer. = 
Wadsworth, S. J. 

Walton, N. 


Whitehead, J. ...... 
Walsone Csr shec.nte- 
Wolstenholme, St 

Woosnam, M. ..... 


Yates, if SRF scico kk 


HIsTORY OF 


Where born. Name of Player's Club. 
Pendleton, donee: Blackburn Rovers. 
Blackburn, :.....-.4:: Blackburn Rovers. 
LEIVerDOOl... ects Huddersfield Town. 
Blackburn, <¢recene Blackburn Rovers. 
Darwen, oo ...50cc een Huddersfield Town. 
Prestoii 2.67 :es8s7 es Blackburn Rovers. 
Blackburn, =x..." Blackburn Olympic. 
Southport, aches Burnley. 

Chiureh? jenna ae Accrington & Blackburn R. 
Blackpool, ”....2...... Sheffield Wednesday. 
lerthlestcev.cr mane Everton. 

Liverpool, a... Manchester City. 
Blackburn,. 2.400 Burnley. 


LIST GOFF (PEAYERS WHO GAVE YRLAYED GEOR 


ENGLAND v. 


IRELAND, SCOTLAND OR WALES, 


WHO THOUGH NOT LANCASHIRE BORN, PLAYED 
WITH LANCASHIRE CLUBS. 


Name of player. Name of Club. 
Abbott, A UA sp he ae AER Everton. 

PAUSE Ook WV Gina esae ers ee Manchester City. 
Ball ees aoa ioe es Bury. 

Batson: see Adu oseevs scart Manchester United. 
Bedtord, lites Blackpool. 

Boyle. bani ae ee Burnley. 

Ghanibey se tae «2. dennacansceeok Liverpool. 
Chedezoy cor, sweet es.cccsn Everton. 

Dean, A Le Be Suree con ee eae Everton. 

Wewlurest Cas Pe awescnscuse Liverpool Ramblers. 
Diaivine AAW ss scsaenee Everton. 


hreemaneiD SGe iaicchas.sc%s Burnley. 
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LANCASHIRE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, 
Name of player. Name of Club. 
CCAP VS bon Wten case cewek. Everton. 

Koodard JA 5 asic ee Liverpool. 

Goodall, Johin ian. Preston North End. 
Paras tos geo ata ee Liverpool. 
Harrison, GG." tee. 4 ee, Everton. 

Plilditch ty ae 2-3. ee Manchester United. 
ett ha AS 6 ere Bo Burnley. 

Piliman i. 4. eee ks Burnley. 
HéwelleR eee... ioe Liverpool. 

NES hated ee ee ee ee Everton. 
atheronpE MGs! 18.6878 Rlackburn Rovers. 
Makepeace, H. ............. Everton. 

Niewaw eee ee eee Manchester United. 
IMbUDiuevaly YN. Sosdécunbedads oc Everton. 

Moire, Tel, sesose a ne Oldham Athletic. 
WMosscrop. kh... See. Burnley. 

Plant, ifs S DEB OAD SONI Hen DDO Bury. 

Pidderoots os Go. nasser Blackburn Rovers. 
[fag ) Ol Od & Pee een reer Bolton Wanderers. 
OhantiliyA (haha. thn. Preston North End. 
lRValova dias (Gn. A odaasocoonneresdcs Manchester United. 
Robertsei aes eee ee Manchester City. 
Robertsvows.le © of. eps Preston North End. 
pewellaive W moder cde ss Blackburn Rovers. 
SATS wi te eee cst anes Everton. 

Roy Ss ieig) Boe aig Ses gal we usw a) Blackburn Rovers. 
Sith OO mart eae eee Bolton Wanderers. 
SPENCE + OC uae eae Manchester United. 
SUtciiLeriee Wametcr ctor Bolton Wanderers. 
eT Worle ye Lwernscamiert sateen Manchester City. 
AR Va eee Bolton Wanderers. 
NW esl ae COON ees iid esd cake Manchester United. 
Waterfield, (Gos Ree ee Burnley. 


Wiiod Cetin Ca seiraneehcisesar nes Oldham Athletic. 
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CHAP TEA xi) 


IN CONCLUSION. 


A_ Retrospect. The Association's Position, Past and 
Present. The Association Offices. Football and Charity. 
Jubilee Celebrations. Future work. Forty years onward. 


Our first difficulty was where to begin, and our last 
difficulties are, what to leave out and what to conclude 
with. 

We have endeavoured to indicate fifty years’ growth 
of football within the County, and we suggest that Lanca- 
shire holds a very honoured and exalted place in the 
Football world. ‘That position has been won because Lan- 
cashire clubs were keen to achieve and maintain a high 
standard of play, and because players of our clubs com- 
pelled admiration, and in many cases secured deserved 
recognition. 

The Junior Clubs, the Amateur and Sunday School 
Leagues, have all by their efforts helped in the great work 
of the development, organisation, and control of our game. 

The Lancashire F.A. started in a small way, with few 
clubs and with little or no financial resources, but to-day, 
on the eve of its Jubilee, besides owning spacious 
Offices, it has £1,400 invested, has a Benevolent Fund of 
over £300, and has a full-time Secretary and Assistant. 

The Association assists Schoolboy and Juvenile foot- 
ball, and more than once its influence has moulded the 
policy of The Football Association. 

The Association Offices are premises of which we are 
justly proud. They are situate in the West End of Black- 
burn, and they comprise the Secretary's Office, a General 
Office, Board Room, two Committee Rooms, Storage 
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Rooms, etc. The rooms generally denote a football atmo- 
sphere, for there are many framed photographs of past 
and present Officers of the Association, photographs of 
numerous English International Teams in which many 
Lancashire players have played their part; photographs of 
Preston North End in the hey-day of their pomp and 
power, of the first F.A. Cup Final Tie played in the pro- 
vinces, of the last F.A. Cup Final Tie played at Crystal 
Palace, of the first Final Tie played at Wembley, and of 
““Memories,’” which portrays all the Cup Final players 
from 1883 to 1926, these pictures being the gifts of Messrs. 
C, E. Sutcliffe, D. B. Woolfall, and J. Kenny, and of the 
Bolton Wanderers F.C. and Burnley F.C. 


Only those who have been in close touch with the 
Association for a long period, can appreciate its changed 
fortunes, and its abnormal development. 


The Jubilee finds the Association solvent, strong and 
firmly established; true, there will be those who will con- 
tend that the activities of the Association have been, and 
are, mostly in the interests of the Senior clubs. It is not 
our intention to argue that matter here—let this History 
speak for itself—but we wish to point out some of the 
things done on behalf of the noble cause of Charity. 


Every August permission is given for collections or 
charges of admission at Practice Matches; and each Club 
has to make a Return of the receipts, also to whom they 
have been paid. From 1920-21 to 1927-28 inclusive, a total 
of £24,488 5s. Od. was contributed to various Charities, 
such as Infirmaries, St. John Ambulance Societies, Clog 
Funds, Fresh Air Funds, Blind Societies, Orphanages, Press 
Benevolent Funds, etc. Further, there are many special 
matches played each season for the assistance of chari- 
table institutions. 


Organised Charity Competitions have done a wonder- 
ful work. The Burnley Victoria Hospital Cup Competition 
last Season contributed over £700 to the Burnley Victoria 
Hospital, and a total of £3,680 has been raised by this 


Competition since 1919. 
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The East Lancashire Charity Cup Competition (one of 
the oldest in the County) has contributed over £3,000 to 
different charities, and other organisations, such as the 
Bolton Charity Cup, James Thompson Charity Cup, Man- 
chester and Salford Medical Charities, Ulverston and Dis- 
trict Hospital Cup, Ulverston Trades Charity Cup, Standish 
Charity Cup, and the Westhoughton Charity Cup, have 
all raised creditable amounts. 

In Chapter 15 you have the work of our own Benevo- 
lent Fund specially dealt with, and in addition to that, the 
Association has made many appeals for special causes, 
and no appeal was made in vain. 

In 1883 over £40 was collected for the Altham Colliery 
Explosion Fund. 

In 1899 over £400 was raised for comforts for the 
Troops serving in the South African War. 

In 1902, £328 was raised tor the sufferers of the Ibrox 
(International Match) Disaster; and in 1908, and again in 
1910, substantial amounts were raised on behalf of the 
Maypole and Pretoria Pits Disaster Funds. 

In 1914 over £3,000 was quickly secured and paid over 
to the Prince of Wales War Fund, whilst 

In 1927, £1,133 9s. 5d. was speedily raised on behalf 
of those who suffered from the alarming and distressing 
floods at Fleetwood. 

These efforts surely show that sentiment is not dead, 
despite the oft-repeated complaint that our game has be- 
come “sordid with commercialism.” 

What the Association, and its members, have been 
able to do for Charity, is a matter that surely should be 
mentioned in this collection of records. 

This is our Jubilee year, and therefore we have en- 
deavoured to pay tribute to all who have contributed to 
the work and success of the Association. 

Our Jubilee Celebrations will take the form of a Ban- 
guet at the Imperial Hydro, Blackpool, on 9th October, 
1928, which will be attended by the Right Hon. 
Lord Derby, and there will also be present other leaders 
of Lancashire, and leaders in Football. 
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On the following day a Jubi‘ee Match will be played 
between a Team selected by this Association, and one 
selected by The F.A., and the game is to be played at 
Burnden Park, where Bolton Wanderers will do all they 
can to make the event a huge success, and we are certainly 
hoping our Lancashire Team will give a great exhibition 
of how International Matches should be played. 


What of the future? Has the Association reached the 
zenith of its work? Has its best work been done? If that 
were so, then the Jubilee Banquet would be better 
described as a funeral feast. The Jubilee, surely, is not 
an occasion to mark the “setting sun’’ of the Associa- 
tion's activities, but it is an occasion to pay homage to 
those who have “ gone before,’’ to honour those who bear 
the responsibilities of governing our game, and at the same 
time to inspire the Association to greater efforts in the 
future. 


In every phase of life there is progress, and so it is 
in football, and it may be the developments of the future 
may make great inroads in our resources. 


Whatever the future, we to our Jubilee Banquet will 
go, and with sincere hearts raise our glasses to ©’ the future 
success of the Lancashire Football Association,’ and if we 
were musically inclined, our voices would sing— 


Forty years on, growing older and older, 
Shorter in wind, as in memory long, 
Feeble of foot, and rheumatic of shoulder, 
What will it help you that once you were strong ? 
God give us bases to guard or beleaguer, 
Games to play out, whether earnest or fun; 
Fights for the fearless, and goals for the eager, 
Twenty, and thirty, and forty years on! 


Follow up! Follow up! 

Till the field ring again and again 

With the tramp of the twenty-two men— 
Follow up! Follow up! 
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THANK YOU! 


The Compilers wish to convey their most sincere 
thanks to the following gentlemen, clubs and leagues for 
their valuable assistance. 


For loan of photographs and blocks, for loan of pub- 
lications, for information supplied, and for contributions, 
from: Messrs. A. Astley, Blackburn; J. W. Beardsworth, 
Blackburn; H. H. Birtwistle, Blackburn; W. E. Bracewell, 
Burnley; T. Bury, Darwen; L. Clarkson, Accrington; 
E. Clayton, J.P., Southport; T. Cragg, Manchester; 
G. Dale, Manchester; A. H. Downs, Bolton; H. 
Duckworth, Bury; F. Eastwood, Blackburn; E. Edwards, 
Liverpool; J. K. Fletcher, Bolton; KR. Gowanlock, 
Manchester; B. C. Platt, Blackpool; Kenyon, Wigan; C. 
Francis, Blackburn; W. Garsden, Blackburn; J. W.-: 
Haworth, Turton; J. Holt, Reading; J. Kenny, Preston; 
T. Laithwaite, Parbold; E. Little, Blackpool; H. Make- 
peace, Liverpool; J. E. Mangnall, St. Annes; E. A. Morton, 
J.P., Liverpool; F. Martin, Blackburn; Gordon Nightingale, 
Blackburn; W. McCaffery, Blackpool; H. N. Patterson, 
Darwen; T. Paton, Bradford; T. Y. Ritson, Bolton; Ivan 
Sharpe, Manchester; ile Twist, Preston; lSk. Unsworth, 
Bury; The Allied Press, Manchester; A. Ward, Kirkham; 
R. Watson, Accrington; P. Winstanley, Hindley; Accring- 
ton Stanley, Atherton Collieries, Black Lane Rovers, Black- 
burn Rovers, Breightmet United, Bolton Wanderers, Burn- 
ley, Bury, Croston, Darwen, Earle, Everton, Horwich 
R.M.1., Lancaster Town, Little Lever, Manchester City, 
Manchester United, Marine, Morecambe, Oldham Athletic, 
Preston North End, Rochdale, Skelmersdale United, South- 
port, Turton, Westhoughton Collieries, and Williams 
Temperance; and our thanks are also due to all Clubs in 


The Football League. 


Should we have overlooked anyone, no slight is in- 
tended; but we hope the above list is complete, 
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